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^  Dilcourfe  Concerning 

!  COMETS-, 

Vu5 

^  therein  tie*  Nature  of  S  L  A  Z ING  ST ARS 
A  is  Enquired  into; 

|e  With  an  Hiftorical  Account  of  all  the  COMETS 
5$?  which  have  appeared,  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
(t>  World  unto  this  prefent  Year,  M.DC.LXXXlil. 

||  Exfrt/fng 

*•*  The  Place  in  the  Heavens,  where  they  were  Teen, 
^  Their  Motion,  Forms,  Duration  j  and  the  Re¬ 

markable  Events  which  have  followed 
jjBjs  in  the  World,  fo  far  as  they  have  been 
^  by  Zearned  Men  Obferred. 

As  *lfo  two  S  E  JR.  MO  NS 
Occafioned  by  the  late  Blazing  Stars, 
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at  Bo  ft  on  in  New- England.  ^  , 

Pfal.  ill.  a.  The  works  of  the  Lori  are  great,  fought  ^ 
out  of  all  them- that  b&vc. ‘pUtfure  therein.  gi* 

Amos  9.6.  Be  huildeth  his  /lories  intle Beaveit.  ’fcp' 
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To  the  Reader. 

Ti7<?  Subjetf  of  this  following  Difcourfe , 

offering  it  felfto  thy  Perufalis  one  of  the 
'nan)  which  it  hath  p leafed  the  Al¬ 

mighty  Lord  of  Heaven  and  of  Earth ,  to  treat 
f  and  infiff  upon ,  in  Drawing  up  and  Publifting 
o  the  World  the  great  and  glorious  volume  of  his 
Vorks  :  in  the  Mar  gent  whereof  they  have  been 
requently  placed  as  Red  Letters^  Afferijms ,  or 
pointing  Hands ,  to  awaken  unto  a  more  heedful 
mention  and  feriousconfdcration,tbe  dead  heart- 
d feeping  and  fecure  World  of  Mankind .  To 

promote  this ,  the  be  ft  and  mofl  bleffed  end  and  ufc , 
ffuch  tremendous  and  tbeatning  A fpefls  of  the 
ughef  and  mofl  Dreadful  Majefly,is  the  pious 
lefgn  of  the  Reverend  and  Learned  Author ,  in 
ompiling  &  pub  Lifting  this  Treat  if- its  a  thou - 
and pities  it  ftould  not  be'  attended  to  and  attained 
y  a  People  fo  circumffanced  as  \\e,Enghft  tranf 
slanted  integer  procreated  in  thefe  AmericanDc* 
irts  ,be.  The  labour  and  pains  it  hath  coft  the  Au- 
nor  to  perufe  andconfult  fo  many  Writers ,  ancient 
w^r^,Aftronomej‘s5Chronolt)gcis  .&  Hi- 

A  \  ftorians/ 


To  the  Reader. 

ftoriansjsfuch  as  will  render  it  very  disingenms 
not  to  give  it  a  grateful  and friendi]  reception  and  * 
entertainment .  He  hath  therein  presented  thee 
with,  firft,  the  Theory  *  fecondly,  the  Hiftory  1 
of  Comers,  commonly  called  Blazing  Stars. 
As  to  the  Theory,  there  is  [to  my  understanding) 
as  much  declared ,  as  it  bath  pleafed  the  Father  of' 
Lights  and  Fountain  of  all  knowledge  &  wifdme 
(  hitherto  )  todifeoverto  poor  ignorant  Mortals  t 
viz  .the  refult  of  the  judicious  thoughts  of  the  ablefl 
and  heft  accompli fhed  Artifts,  who  upon  very  ma¬ 
ny  accurate,  unqueftionably  true  and  exatt  Ob¬ 
servations,  made  by  the  help  of  choiceft  dnftcur 
ments  improved  by  minds  intenfely  fet  to  [earen 
into,  and  find  out  the  My  fiery  and  Meaning  of 
thofe  abflrufe  and  admirable  works  of  him  who  is 
moft  High  *  have  declared  what  they  conceived 
moft  rationally  probable .  The  wife  ft  of  Men  know : 
that  they  under  (land  but  little  part  of  Gods  way  e$\ 
and  works  $  and  are  not  afbamed  toconfefs  that  in 

things  fo  much  above  humaneCapacity, they  arera. 

ther  Quserifts  then  Adeptifts,  content  to  be  igno\ 
ran*  of  what  he  is  pleafed  as  yet  not  to  dijeover^our 
Authors  mode  ft  expr  effing  himfelf,  [beweth  hi 
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wrote  under  the  influence  offo  humbling*  confide- 


ration* 


To  the  Reader. 

Of  the  fecond,  or  Hiftorical  part  of  the  Dif- 
courfe,  the  fiope  is,  to  evidence  and  evince  that 
Comets  are  ordinarily  the  forerunners  of  dijafte- 
rous  Calamities ,  Mifchiefs ,  &  Mi  fries,  ha  fining 
to  follow  and  fall  down  on  the  heads  of  fnfilefs  & 
feeure  Sinners.  For  the  clearing  up  and  making 
out  of  which ,  h y  way  of  indutfton ,  a  great  multi - 
iudeof  particular  Inflances  and  Examples  are 
out  off  undry  Authors  of  approved  ability  and 
faithfulnefs  allcdgcd  •,  who  have  left  upon  Record 
their  accurate  obfrvat  ions  of  time,  place,  and  o- 
iher  circumfiances  of  fever  al  Comets  in  divers 
ages ,  with  the  dreadful  Revolutions ,  di final  Com¬ 
motions  and  Confuffons  which- followed  them  at 
the  heels,  jfitbe  (aid,  that  fme  of  thofi  Peri¬ 
wigged  Heraulds/km’  appeared  on  the  ethereal 
ftage  upon  a  more  benign  account :  it  may  be  ra¬ 
tion  ally  replied^  that  the  number  of  fuch  is  very 
j mall :  and  that  their  blafting  influences,  might 
be  dir efully  operative  in  remoter  and  lefs  known 
parts  of  the  Earth.  When  the  hand  of  Heaven 
is  feen  writing  MENE  MENE  TEKEL,  &c. 
it  may  become  the  highefl  of  Mortals  to  tremble. 
Reader,  if  thou  art  one  any  'frhit  confderably  rai¬ 
ded  above  the  lev  el  of  the  lewefl  fort  of  men,  thou 

acquaint 
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with 


To.  the  Reader. 

I, 

with  what  is  here  prefented :  an  awakening  and  \ 
humbling  is  tbs  be (l  ttje  thou  canfh  make  of  it  •  to 
fee  it  improved  unto  the  farthering  thy  fouls  hefl 
good  will  be  tbs  mo  ft  acceptable  recompenfe  of  the 
Pious  Anchors  unwearied  pahs :  That  he  may 
fee  the  defirsd  tra  vel  of  hisfouly  Jhall  be  the  un¬ 
feigned  wijb,  of  him  who  is> 

Thine  in  the  Lord,  | 

'.Btcmfz  o.  igSz* 


John  shermjn.  ! 


To  the  %ender. 


|  Omc  Worthy, Per  fons  having  defircd  me  to 
Write  the  Hiftory  of  Comets}  I  refolVed 
f  with  Divine  Pcrmiffion  and  Afiiftanccj  to 
^  fpencl  the  fparc  hoars  of  a  few  Weeks  in 
an  endeavour  that  way.  And  accordingly  I  have  pc- 
rufed  what  Books  i  could  meet  with,  which  might 
be  helplul to  mein  this  undertaking.  There  is  a 
late  Author  («)  vthoonoccaiion  fa)  Stani(!ai>  de 
of  rbe  Comets  Iccn  Annis  i  664,  65  zubienietz 
harh  publifhed  a  lar^e  Volume,  See thcPkilofophic . 
which  he  calls  TheatrumCometicum,  Tranfaftions  for 
wherein  he  givah  an  account  of  all  An.i668.vol.  3. 
the  Comets  wfveh  have  been  obfer-  ^  9*01071, 


ved  fince  A’Wi’s  flood  heir  g  in  number  415,  toge* 
thirwtth  the  Events,  whether  Profperous  or  Ad- 
verfe.  Alfo  Erafmvs bartholinus  hath  written  upon 
thofe  Comets, which  Books,!  have  very  much  wifh- 
cd  fora  fight  of,  as  luppohng  I  fhould  meet  with 
PafTagcs  therein,  that  would  be  ferviceahle  to  me  in 
my  prefent  defign  :  But  l  could  not  at  this  diftance 
from  Europe,  fuddcnly  obtain  them. 

As  for  what  concerns  the  Time,  and  ether  cif^ 
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To  the  Reader* 

cumftances'  relating  to  thefe  Phanom^at-  I  have  fl| 
been  chiefly,  beholding  to  the  Co'le&ions  of  Alfie -  | 
/itus-i  Longmont  anus-i  Kepler,  Hevelius  and  Ricciolus 
Though  Rockenhachins  is  many  times  cited,  I  could  ; 
not  obtain  the  perufal  of  his  Book  (  it  not  being  in 
this  American  Wilder nefs)  only  l  takchfs  Obier-  [ 
vations  upon  truft  from  Hevelins ,  who  hath  faith-  , 
fully  exprefled  what  the  other  hath  written.  Con-  j 
ccrning  remarkable  Events :  Befiies  the  Authors  | 
mentioned,  1  have  confulted  EmCcms ,  Ca'viftus,  j 
CluveritiSy  and  fevcral  othef  Hiftorians  ;  and  if  the  . 
Reader  plea fe  to  take  the  pains  to  fearch  the  Au-  | 
thors  quoted  in  the  Margin,  or  where  none  is  there  ) 
cited,  if  he  look  into  Cahifitts  and  Eunccius  their  j 
Chronologies  he  will  find  that  things  have  been  i 
truly  related.  As  for  Events  which  have  hapned 
in  thefe  late  times,  it  is  needlefs  to  quote  any  Au¬ 
thor, for  that  which  our  own  eyes  have  feen,  or  ears 
heard.  1  know  (  as  the  great  Orator  could  fay  )  I  j 
am  not  born  for  my  fclf,  but  for  others,  I  may 
hope  that  my  labour  herein,  will  noi  he  al  ogethcr  i 
unacceptable  toth cEnglifh  Reader^  fince  there  ne* 
ver  was  yet(fo  far  as  l  underftand)an  attempt  ofthid  i 
kind,  by  an  £«^;hand.  My  chief  defign,  is  to  1 

inform  and  edific  the  ordinary  fort  of  Readers .  Yet  i 

confidering  that  God  hath  made  me  a  debter  to 
the  wife  as. well  as  to  the  weak,  I  have  added  i 
fomc  things  of  the  nature,  place  ^motion  of  Comets , 
which  only  fuch  gs  have  fome  skill  in  Aflronomy  can 
uoderftand;  and  unto  fuch,  hints  of  that  kind  yt\W 


To  the  Reader^ 

be  both  pleafant  and  profitable ;  filch  kind  of  know¬ 
ledge  being  that  which  Tradition  faith  the  Holy 
Patriarch  were  {©me  of  them  delighted  in.  Upon 
the  mention  of  Hitlorical  paffisges,  2C2(S. 
which  imply  a  notable  accomplifh-  ham  docuit  Matbe~ 
ment  of  fome  Prophetical  Scrip-  maticamV  Aftrono- 
turc,  I  have  ( it  being  very  proper 
for oneunder  my  circomlfarccs  fo  L  53*  9 

todo)  taken  fpecial  notice  thereof, fuppofing that 
it  may  be  inftrufiive  to  fome  RetMtrs^ and  not  un¬ 
grateful  unto  others.  'Thefe  late  years  having 
been  attended  with  fevcral  Comets ,  and  there  being 
fome  who  would  have  the  World  believe*  there  is 
no  caufc  of  dread  when  luch  Pnftgns  amieft  the 
Heavenly  Hoft,  are  held  up  in  the  fight  of  all  the 
Earth  *,  I  hope  the  publifhing  a  difeourfe  on  the 
prefent  Subjcft,  will  not  he  judged  nnfeafonable. 
When  the  Benjamites  faw  rhe  Flame,  with  a  PtBar 
of  fntoke  ( in  a  proper  and  literal  fenfc)  though  be¬ 
fore  they  kre  ti  not  that  evil  vaat  near  unto  them,  iyet 
then  they  could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  it.  fudge.  20. 
34,40.  If  any  be  awakened  with  the  fight  ofthefc 
Pillars  of  Smok*  which  we  have  feen  flaming  in 
/-/eaven  to  prepare  for  whatever  changes  may  be¬ 
fall  them  ;  y*nd  if  this  Trcarife  fhall  promovethc 
attainment  of  that  end,  my  dtfign  in  writing  of  it 
will  not  be  wholly  (ruftrated,  nor  my  labour  in  vain. 

INCREASE  MATHER, 


Bofion  N.E.  Dec.31. 
1682. 
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COMET  S- 
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CHAP.  I. 


That  Comets  are  net  in  the  AW  fiat  in  the 
Starry  Heaven.  Their  Origin  and 
true  matter  enquired  into* 


Sentiments  of  learned 


Men,  concerning  the  place 
where  and  the  matter  out 
of  Which  Comets  are  made; 


lave  been  very  various.  The  Peripa* 
iticl [  School  has  phanfied  them  to  be 
Meteor sy  generated  out  of  the  Bow^is 
>f  the  Earth,  exhaled  and  extolled  by 
he  Sun  to  the  fupreana  Region  of  the 
iir,  and  there  fet  on  Fire.  It  would 
e  necdlcfs  and  cndlefs  to  tell  how  ma- 
y  have  after  Ariflotle  embraced  this 
aion,  but  it  may  not  be  unprofitable 
1  a  few  words  to  evince  the  contrary, 
»*;  That  Comets  are  not 'placed  in 

he  fir.fi  heaven  or  Air,  but  fare  above 

'  — • 
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A  Dtfconrfe 

it,  in  the  fecond  or  Starry  Heaven]  ari<ji 
that  therefore  they  are  rather  StarJ 
than  Meteors.  s 

•  i.  That  mod  learned  Mathematic^ 
an  Hevelius  his  argument  f;  om  the* mo- 

a  U  Come -  tlon  of  Comets  is  irrefragable  (*)whatc- 1 
tognphix  Lib.  ver  body  (faith  he)  is  moved  in  the^i 
2.  Pag.  132.  great  Circlejdi'  iding  the  Sphaere,  ajtpi£ 
keeping  fixed  Poles,  is  certainly  Eth?'11 
rial  and  not  Aereal.  ( Bu  this  is  true  of 
every  Cameras  diurnal  or  common  mo^ 
tion,  is  abfqlved  as  other  Gaelcfiial  bo-1 
dies  are# wh  ch  cannot  he  faidofony* 
fort  of  Meteors  j.yea,  ihe  motion  there¬ 
of  is  exa&  and  regblar,  though  at  firlt1 
its  more  fwift,  and  afterwards  more1 
flow,  yet  in  that  inequality,  there  is  an* 
exaft  proportion  and  regularity  obferJl 
vedjWhenas  it  is  otherwifr  with  Meteors1 
that  arc  coded  to  and  fro, and  move  not 
th  rough  the  great  Circle.  The  motion 
of  Comets  doth  very  much  imitate  notfl 
that  of  the  yM  Stars,  but  of  the  PU-] 
nets ,  whence  they  are  by  fome  called 
'Pfeudo-Plantta,  and  by  others  Spuri* 
ous-Planets.  And  the  Holy  Scripture 
feems  to  give  that  name  of  Planets  to 
them>  or  as  our  Tranfiation  hath  it  Tran*} 
tiring  Stars ifudt,  l$»  orhctvhTxi 

2»  The  (ruth  of  what  we  aflert ,  ii 

*  '  ’  ‘  yaanifcfl 


i  1  i  1  i 


Concerning  Comets • 


tnanifcft  to  thofe  that  underhand  any 
thing  in  the  Doftrine  Parallaxes.  It  is 
an  indubitable  Maxim,  that  the  lefs  the 
Parallax  the  remoter  the  Phenomenon . 
But  Comets  have  a  Iefs  parallax  than 
the  Moon,  which  fhews  that  they  are 
Supra- Lunar y  Bodies ,  fometimes  they 
admit  of  r  enfible  Parallax  at  all,  as 


might  by  nTThy  irftanccs  be  confirmed. 

Let  us  lor  Arguments  fake,  imagine 
the  fupream  Region  of  the  Air  to  ex¬ 
tend  as  far  as  20  Semidiameters  of  the 
Earth,  h.  t .  tycoo  German  Milts 
f  which  it  is  moft  certain  it  doth  not,nor 
rhe  half  of  one  thouland,  as  anon  will  , 

DC  made  to  appear  )  if  the  Comer  (  b  )  % 

s  no  higher  then  that,  there  will  be  a  6 
ronfidcrable  Parallax.  Inafmuch  then, 
is  to  many  Comets  there  hath  been  no 
■JaraBax,  that  demonftrates  their  being 
•levated  above  17000  Mill.  Geim. 
nd  conlcquently  as  far  as  the  aEtherial 
feaven.  Therefore, 

3.  Learned  Men  of  thefe  later  times, 
/herein  light  in  things  natural  as  well 
s  divine  hath  been  admirably  difeovc- 
:d,  have  by  the  help  of  Mathematical 
dfruments  made  ocular  demoi.fhati- 
;  ns,  that  Cometi  are  far  above  this  Aery 
'eaven ,  wherein  Animals  live  and 


ovc. 
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A  Difcottrfe 

*,  Ktpltr  obfcrved  the  Blazing  Star 
which  wasfeen  A.D.  1618.  to  be  at  its 
firft  appearance  three  times  as  high  as 
the  Moon.  Htvelius  ( c )  then  whom  no 
man  was  more  induftrious  and  accurate 
in  oblcrving  the  Comet,  A.D.  1652. 
faith  that  January  the  firft  it  was  as 
high  as  the  fphoere  of  Mercury,  fanu^ 
arj  the  fixth  as  high  as  PtJius,  fart,  8» 
as  high  as  Mars,  January  9.  as  high  as 
the  Orb  of  Jupiter.  It  was  diftan  -rom 
the  Earth  15404.  S  T.  and  not  only  the 
more  fab  tile  Do&rineof  Parallaxes  de- 
monftrates  that  Blazing  Stars  are  be¬ 
yond  the  aery  Region,  but  other  confe¬ 
derations  alfo  e  vitxeitj  e.  g.  tiiat  of  its 
continuing  fo  many  hours  above  the 
Horizon,  and  being  obfcrved  by  per- 
fons  in  Country es  remote  one  from  ano¬ 
ther  at  the  fame  hour, to  be  in  the  fame 
conftellation  or  place  in  the  Heavens. 
Let  us  (  faith  Htvelius  )  fuppofc  the 
fupr?aai  Region  of  the  Air  to  be  20 
lyttpler  ds  Co -  German  miles  (  or  80  Italic!^ miles)  ©ftj 
metis p: 33.  and  yet  that  is  no  doubt  higher  then 

the  Air  is  extended  for  the  tops  of 
feme  Mountains  arc  higher  then  the 
Clouds,  fo  as  that  the  Air  doth  not  go 
beyond  them :  If  men  afeend  the  top 
of  Mount  Olympus  in  Afia,  they  die 
for  want  of  air,  being  out  of  their  Ele¬ 
ments, 


I 


* 


Concerting  Cornett". 

ments,  juft  as  Fifties  die  when  lifted  a- 
bove  the  water*,  But  fuppofing  it  to 
be  8q  miles  diftant  from  the  Earth,  and 
the  Comet  to  be  there,  it  would  not 
have  been  above  the  Horizon,  more 
then  two  hours ;  when  as  it  was  fo  17 
hours.  /?nd  at  the  very  hour  when 
(  a')  Htveliu!  did  at  Dantzicl{  obferve  ^  ^ m  tn 
ic  to  be  in  the  Star  near  the  foot  of  Per-  3 '1>m 
fius,  BulliaUti s  in  Paris  faw  it  in  the 
very  fame  place,  whenas,  if  it  had  been 
no  higher  then  the  lupreara  Region  of 
the  air,  it  would  have  appeared  to  Bui- 
lialdus  (  being  then  in  Paris  )  in  Hercu¬ 
les  and  not  in  Perjitts,  as  it  did  to  thofc 
in  Davtz.uk  Ner  would  a  Blazing  Star 
be  obferved  by  all  the  World  at  once 
(where  the  Stars  under  which  it  moves, 
arc  feen)  if  it  were  not  above  the  air. 

The  opinion  of  Pan&tius,  who  thought 
that  a  Comet  was  a  meer  Errphafis  or 
Parelion,  proceeding  from  the  refle¬ 
xion  of  fo  me  other  Star,  is  folidly  re¬ 
lated,  from  this  confidcratio<i,!,that  a 
P  are  lion  is  not  fetn  in  all  Countries  at 
once  j  The  fame  argument  proveth  that 
Comets  have  their  exiftcnce  above  the 
air. 

4.  We  may  argue  from  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  Comets ,  that  they  are  as  high  as 
die  ftarry  Heaven.  Snc&int  (>)  cn- 
B  2  deavours 
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dcavours  by  Mathematical  dcmonftra* 
don  to  evince  that  if  the  whole  airy  Hea-  j 
venfhould  be  contracted  into  one  Globe  ,, 
it  would  not  be  io  big  as  the  head  of  j| 
that  Comity  which  appeared,  A.  D •  h 
IS 77.  how  then  is  it  poflible  for  the  | 
air  to  contain  fo  vaft  a  body  ?  A1  ajut 
non  pottfi  eontineri  a  mtnori .  And  J, 

Gotfridus  Wtndelinm  obferved  that  the  | 
magnitude  of  the  Comet  which  appear-  li 
cd  A.D.  1652.  did  equal  or  exceed  the  ,f 
fZ.6.  P.323.  Moon<  And  Heveliuts  (f)  writing  of  ^ 
the  fam e  Comet ,  faith, that  it  was  great-  j , 
cr  then  the  Moon,  and  that  he  was  afto-  1 
rifhed,  when  with  exaft  Mathematical  () 
Inftruments  he  examined  it;  and  though  i 
other  Learned  Men  were  with  him  at  j 
the  fame  time,  and  helpful  in  his  Obfcr-  ] 
vations,hc  prof*  fleth  he  could  not  have  l 
believed  what  they  foid,  if  his  own  eyes 
had  not  beheld  it.  Nay,  he  *aith,  that 
that  Comet  did  almoft  equal  the  Sun  a 
g./^. P.338,  little  before  its  difappcaring,  (f  )  yet  | 
the  Sun  is  (according  to  his  judgment)  1 

3462,  times  as  big  as  the  Earth.  Is  it  3 
likely  that  a  body  effo  ftupendious  a 
magnitude  ftiould  be  contained  in  this  | 
low  &  httlc  Heaven,  wherein  Mortal  f 
Creatures  have  their  Breath  and  Be- 

.  %  Same  C emits  (  as  GaUmchm  de  • 
3  Sphara 


Contenting  Corr.tts. 

Spkara  Mundi,  Cap.  6.  P.  125.  confcf- 
feth  )  have  been  ablcondcd,  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  a  Planet  between  the 
Earth  and  them  which  could  not  be  if 
they  die*  not  move  in  an  higher  Sphere 
then  the  Planet  whereby  they  were  £- 
cljpfed  ;  But  notwithftandingthefc  Ar¬ 
guments  are  Vo  convi&ivc  and  demon¬ 
strative,  its  mar.cL’ous  to  lee  howlome 
Popi  h  Authors  (  Jtfmtes  elpccially  ) 
train  their  wits  to  defend  their  Pagan 
Matter  Arifiotie  his  Principles.  Builc 
lAtejfpeaks  of  a  Florentine  Fhyfitun, 
hat  all  the  Friends  he  had  could  neve1’ 
rerfwade  him  once  to  view  the  Hcavcns 
hrough  a  Telefcepe.  and  he  gave  that 
cafon  for  his  rc/ufal,  bccautc  he  was  a~ 
raid  that  then  his  Eyes  would  make 
im  dagger  concerning  the  truth  of 
'riflotJcs  Principles ,  which  he  was 
efolved  he  would  not  call  into 
ueftion.  It  were  well,  if  thefe  Men 
ad  as  great  veneration  for  the  Scrip- 
areas  they  have,  for  Ariftotles  ( if  in- 
;  eed  they  be  his  )  abfurd  Books  de  ccelo 
|  ed  de  his  fatis. 
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Stars,  and  that  only  their  appearance 


if 
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and  not  their  exigence  is  new.-  1  his 
Opinion  (  b  )  was  embraced  by  Pytha¬ 
goras,  Di* genes,  Seneca,  and  by  tne  old 
C'hMeans.  Moris  it  comradiacd  by 

Columbus,  LicetuSjCartiftus, with  lome 

other  late  Writers.  And  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  notwithftanding 
their  difappearance  at  certain  times, for  ; 
many  years  together, they  may  be  cc&ta* 
and  altogether  of  the  fame  na-M 
ture  with  the  true  Planets.  A  recti  1* 
neal  motion  may  foon  caule  a  Star  to 
vaniChoutof  our  fight  which  yet  hath 
a  real  cxiftence  ft  ill-  Or  tome  denlity 
orobfeurityinthe  Atmofphan  though 
our  Air  fhould  be  nevt  r  io  clear,  miy 
caufe  it  to  be  unobfemble  by  us  An- 
ti’ent  Writers fpeak  of  fome  fixed  Stars 
which  are  not  feen  by  us.  And  diver s 
of  them  do  not  now  appear  to  be  of 
the  fame  magnitude,  as  in  former  ages.l 
And  fundry  new  Stars  have  of  late  ap 
peared  which  the  former  Generation 
never  faw.  It  feems  not  confonant  to 
reafonto  imagine,  either  that  the  0!  r 
Stars  are  loft,  or  that  new  ones  are  o 
late  created,  thofe  glorious  coelcftia 
Bodies  being  of  perpetual  duration? 
The  Stars  are  by  the  Hebrews  callec 
choMim,  probably  by  Amiphraft* 
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from  chabah  extinxit ,  becaufe  they  are 
L  ghts  which  never  go  out-,  And  for 
ought  that  any  man  is  able  to  prove  to 
the  contrary,  they  fhall  remain  as  e- 
verlafting  Monuments  of  the  power  & 
wifdome  of  God,  throughout  the 
('•ayes  of  Eternity.  Nevenhclefs,  ir 
ss  admirable  (  i  )  to  confi Jcr,  that  there 
is  a  Star  of  later  times  obferved  in  collo 
Ccen  which  difappears  every  year  for 
Several  Moneths,  and  then  appears  a- 
gain,  in  the  very  fame  place  where  it 
was  the  laft  year  \  being  at  firft  very 
Imall  and  obfeure,  but  afterwards  a 
bright  Star  of  the  fecond  magnitude. 
Alio,  a  new  Star  appeared  in  the  Swans 
breaft,  A.D.  1601  and  continued  Shi¬ 
ning  there  until  the  year  1660.  and 
then  it  difappeared,  (  {  )  and  when,  or 
whether  ever  it  will  be  fecn  again.no 
man  can  fay:  alfo  a  new  Star  was  late¬ 
ly  (  viz.  Annt.  1  672.)  difccrn«d  in  the 
| Swans  head.  But  though  the  Argument 
[from  difappearancc  be  invalid,  it  is 
from  other  reafons  manifeft,  that  they 
arc  not  fuch  Planets  s  thofe  created  at 

the  beginning  of  the  World  arc.  Co- 
mtts  are  often  feen  out  of  the  Zodiac^, 
which  the  true  Planets  arc  not.  They 
’ilpatch  more  way  by  far  then  the  Pla 
cts  do.  That  (/)  Comet,  >40. 16  j  8 
v  "  B  4  in 
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in  the  fpace  of  three  Moneths  difpat di¬ 
ed  180  Degrees.  No  Planet  gocth 
over  fo  great  an  arch  of  the  circle  in  fo 
fhort  a  time.  Some  Comets  have  mo¬ 
ved  2©,  30,  say  4©  Degrees  in  one  na¬ 
tural  day.  ivVhenas  the  Idler  Planets 
do  not  abfoive  two  degrees  in  that  time. 

Comets  then  are  Temporary,  whenas 
the  true  Planets  arc  perpetual.  As  for 
the  matter  out  of  which  they  arc  gene¬ 
rated,  Snellitts ,  Puteanus,  F  romondus , 
and  others  conceive  them  to  be  com¬ 
pared  out  of  evaporations,  which  do 
proceed  from  the  Sun.  Qur  modern 
Mathematicians ,  have  obferved,  that 
there  are  Macula  Solaris  or  fpots  a- 
bout  the  Sun,  which  fometimes  maybe 
difeerned  for  many  dayes together:  & 
fometimes  for  fevera!  Moneths, nothing 
of  that  nature  can  be  perceived.  He- 1 
velius  (  m  )  concludeth  that  the  Effla- 
m  ho. 7. Page  v-a  proceeding  from  the  Sun  are  fuch, 
4°, >4©).  as  will  afford  matter  enough  for  68 
Comets  in  one  year,  in  cafe  thofe  aethc- 
rea!  vapours  fhould  congregate  into  a 
body.  Thewifeftof  men  mull:  inge- 
oioufly  confcfs  their  own  ignorance  in 
thefe  things,  and  that  what  they  fay  is 
but  problematical  and  conjectural.  I 
fhall  not  therefore  be  pofitive  in  any  de¬ 
termination,  which  concerns  the  mat¬ 
ter 
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cr  that  Cornets  arc  formed  out  of. 

)nly  I  am  cafily  induced  to  believe, 
hat  they  arc  generated  out  of  the  fame 
natter  which  Stars  were  in  the  begin- 
ing  ofthe  World, made  of,  viz..  Light, 

<v  the  Element  of  Fire,  being  firft  con- 
lenfed  into  lclTcr  particles,  and  after 
hat  conglomorated  into  a  vail  body.  In 
hcScripturejtheSt  <rs  arc  called  LumU 
aries.Ge .  i.i  41 5'  Meoro  hjjy'  rf/;  fmin 
Dr ~\>xlucevel  igne  cjui  abs  Hebr<t>[Xlx~f\ 
icitur ,  a  lucendo.  Wc  fee  that  the  Sun 
10th  beat  down  fire  continually,  inaf- 
nuch  as  the  beams  thereof,  if  conden- 
ed  with  a  Glafs,  will  burn.  Anaxagoras  *•*  . 
n)  and  Democritus  of  o\d  thought  that  uorL.i.C.6. 
botnets  were  made  of  many  little  Stars  Plutarch^? 
'.rowing  into  one.  Which  Qufatus,  fl^it.  Thih'c^ 
‘attKerus,  and  other  ncotericks  confefs 
0  be  a  very  probable  opinion.  Some 
.'omets  have  appeared  broken  into  tna- 
jy  Stars.  In  that  famous  Comet  which 
fas  hecn  A.D.  1618.  one  might  with 
Tclefcopc  difeern  many  fmall  clots 
ke  Stars  or  Coals  of  Fire.  At  firft  it 
temedto  be  one  folid  lump,  but  on 
December  8.  it  was  divided  into  three  Wendelinus 
ncqual  parts,  Dec  17.  it  was  broken  in  Teratologies 
to  many  little  Stars,  Decemb,  24.  it  cometic a P.21., 
as  diffolved  into  more  and  U  fTer  Stars 
0)  In  the  Bjaz:ng  Star  that  appeared 
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A.D'  2652.  not  on'y  Hevtlius  and 
Wendelinfbui  the  Aftronomers  in  Man- 
ttta  viewing  of  it  with  a  Telefcope,  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  l  ead  of  that  Comet,  a 
great  many  of  fmal  Stars,  &  one  bigger 
&  longer  than  the  reft, like  coal?  of  fire 
in  an  Hearth  or  Oven,  when  the  wood 


is  confumed.  Mr.  Rohm  Hook^( an  in 
genious  Mathematician  now  in  London)^ 
obferved  a  Star  in  the  mid  ft  of  the 
head  of  that  Comet  which  was  feen  in 
April,  A.D.  1677.  The  like  is  to  be 
faid  concerning  feveral  other  Comets, 
as  may  be  feen  in  the  ninth  Chapter  of 
this  Diflertation.  And  there  are  raany; 
who  to  confirm  this  Notion  that  a  Co-; 
met  is  a  company  of  fmall  Stars  grow*, 
ing  into  one  body,  affirm  that  they  ufu- , 
ally  appear  about  the  G  a  taxi  a  or  Milkji 
tv*]'  wherewith  the  skyc  glitters.  Now 
the  Trhfcope  difeovers  that  part  of  the, 
skye  to  be  exceeding  full  of  little  Starsijj 
Blazing  St  a  rs  do  not  alwayes  (  thoughf 
often)  appear  there-  Ncverchelefs,  I 
believe  that  when  we  know  more  of  the 
true  and  natural  reafon  of  the  Vi* 
Za&ta,  we  fhall  underftand  more  o 
ihenatoreof  Comets.  1 

CHaP.  II. 

TBt  ftviral  forts  of  Comets  confide^ 
red*  The  natnral  reafon  of  tk 
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*z,t\  the  time  of  their  appearance  can- 
ctrtainly  be  practiced. N erxithft anting 
ir  pr otteding  from  natural  can fe s,  they 
\ey  be  portentous  fignsof  evil  Events* 


1  b 


Having  briefly  Difcourfcd  of  thc^ 
ace  where,  and  tbc  matter  ont  of 
hich  Comets  have  their  exiftencc  *,  we 
»w  proceed  to  confidcrthe  ufual  di- 
ributions  of  thole  admirable  and  a- 
azing  works  of  the  glorious  Creator, 
hofe  -works  art  great,  and  fought  out  by 
oofe  that  have  pleafttre  therein.  As  for 
ie  parts  of  which  a  Comet  doth  confift 
here  is  the  Star  &  the  Blaze  procced- 
ig  therefrom,  whence  we  call  them 
Hazing  Stars .  Or,  the  Body  of  the 
'tar,  and  the  fir/tam  that  follows  or  go¬ 
th  before  it,  which  the  Greeks  call  t7 o- 
ha,  whence  fuch  Phenomena  have  the 
lames  of  Comets  given  to  them.  In 
'Cfpett  of  the  Blaze,  Comets  have  been 
liftinguifhed  into  fcvcral  forts.  The 
sjffjrians,  Arabians ,  and  others  in  old 
imes,  were  wont  from  the  colour  of  the  p  Mizaldus 
vlaze  to  denominate  the  Comet  e.g.(  p)  Cometis. _ 
vhcnitwasof  a  dark  and  leadifh  kind 
>f  colour,  they  called  it  a  Saturnine \ 
f  of  a  br  ght  Silver  Chining  colour,  a 
Jovial ;  if  red  and  fiery,  a  AJartial ;  if 
if  a  Golden  afpeft  a  Selar%  if  a  bright 
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yellow  a  Venereal",  if  casrulcan  and  va 
rious,  a  Mercurial  Comet.  But  th 
Latives  ind  Greeks  have  diflinguifhei 
Comets  from  the  form  of  the  Bla^> 
qtfat.&i/tor-  which  they  appear  with.  Plinj  (^cj 
£fC'\  mentions  about  ten  federal  forts  of  B/a 
IzmsTenovis  ^  Stars.  Buwall  may  be  reduced 
cceli  pbcenom.  to  thefe  two  genera!  heads  -*  viz.  (r 
C.  i.RiccioIus  That  a  Comet  is  either  i,  Qrinite,  h.e 
deCometis  C.2  when  the  Beams  or  Blaze  is  all  rounc 
mpmlr^r  r  °~  body  °f  the  Star ;  under  which 
p.439.  '  *  cometh  that  fort  of  Comet  which  if 
called  Difeetis,  appearing  in  form  like  a 
Difh.  Pitloites ,  when  the  Comet  is  likef 
a  Tub  or  Hogfhead,  Hippeus ,  when  it 
rcfcmbJcs  an  Horfes  main.  Rircus , 
when  the  Blaze  is  like  to  Goats  hair. 
Or  2.  Barbate ,  h.e.  when  the  Blaze  is 
onthc  one  fide  of  the  Comet  only. 
Under  this  comes  that  which  is  called 
Jlcontias^  when  the  blaze  is  in  the  form 
of  a  Dart.  Longitis,  when  it  is  in  the' 
form  of  a  Lance  or  Spear.  Xipbias , 
when  in  the  form  of  a  Sword.  C ere- 

tias  when  it  bends  like  a  crooked  Horn. 
Lampadia. r,whcn  it  blazeth  like  a  Lamp. 
As  for  the  true  caufe  of  the  Blaze,  it 
feems  evident  that  it  doth  proceed  from 
the  Sun  beans,  palling  through  the  bo- 
dy  of  the  Star.  For  the  Coma  or  Blaze 
is  not  on  that  fide  ol  the  Star  which  is 

next 
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xt  to  the  Sun,  but  which  is  oppofit* 
ere  from.  Some  antitnt  Writers  be- 
n  a  little  to  take  notice  of  this.  But 
ppianus  was  the  firft  that  did  fully  and 
:ar!y  difeern  it  to  be  fo,  being  con- 
iced  of  the  truth  of  this  notion, by 
c  feveral  Comets  which  himlelf  lived 
fee,  viz,.  Thofe  in  Anno.  15  3  1,52,3  3, 

•  39.  Likewife  Gemma ,  and  Cornelias 

Fr*c*fltrws,T,ch',  and  o(  la-  s£  g  P  m; 
r  times  Gajfendut ,  and  many  other  fa- 
dus  Mathematicians,  and  diligent  ob- 
1  rvers  of  things  of  this  nature 
10m  the  learned  Reader  may  fee  quo-  fupra 
d  by(  /  )  Hevehus .  Moreover,  (?)  6.  P,i6. 
mgomontams  obferveth,  that  if  the 
imethave  a  more  lateral  dilpofition 
lj  wards  the  Sun,  then  it  will  be  Cauda- 
f  *,  but  if  ihc  oppofition  to  the  Sun  be 
ire  dirett,  or  the  Comet  elevated  a- 
ve  the  Sun,  then  it  will  be  Crimtey  or 
c  ;  Blaze  but  fhort.  The  blaze  is  long 
(hort  according  to  the oppoficion  to¬ 
wards  the  Sun,  and  diftance  from  the 
!  rth.  The  blaze  of  fomc  Comets 
1  th  extended  it  fclf  above  ninety  De- 
’  ees.  There  was  one  in  Arijlotlt 
1  ic  that  was  an  1 30  Degrees  in  Lon- 
:udc.  If  the  Comet  be  higher  then 
:  Sun,  the  blaze  will  be  (hort.  if 
'  :  Comet  be  as  low  as  the  Sun,  then 
,sI  -  the 
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the  nearer  it  is  to  the  Sun,  the  lon£ 
will  the  blaze  apptar  to  be.  Ry  t 
things  that  have  been  thus  far  difcoi1 
fed,  we  may  conclude  that  the  time 
any  Comets  appearance  cannot  certai 
ly  be  praedifted  before  hand.  Soi! 
very  leirned  men,  (in  fpecial  the  gre 
andnoble  («  )  Vemlam  )  have  fuppl 
fed  thac  this  knowledge  is  attamab 
Indeed,  if  Comets  were  ferhpiterji 
bodies,  by  experience  and  obfervati 
their  appearance  might  be  exaftly  pr 
di&ed.  But  fnce  they  are  general 
in  the  vAZther, no  man  can  any  more  t 
when  they  fhall  be  feen,  then  he  c 
know  when  a  Partition,  or  Draco  vou 
or  the  like  will  be  generated  in  the  A 
Yet  I  will  not  deny,  but  that  a  proha 
conjeElure^  as  to  the  yctr  of  a  Corm 
appearance,  may  be  made  frofn  t 
conjunftion  of  the  fuperiour  Plane 
It  hath  been  (  w)  obferved  that  the1' 
rare  Conjunctions  are  commonly 
tended  with  the  appearance  of  foi 
ne*>  Star,  or  Cmet ;  So  indeed  it  v1 
astoths  Blazing  Stars  in  1504,  15* 
i?-?,  TS77»  15^5.  i664*  notable  d 
junctions  of  the  Planets  did  prater 

them.  Upon  this  ground, (x)  a  I 

Aflrdo^evy  publishing  a  Treatife  of 
COnjjnftioa  of  Saturn  and  fupi 

An 
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fino.  1665.  conjc&ured  that 
Comet  would  appear  the  next  year: 
hich  hapned  to  be  true-,  and  if  an  /f- 
ologer  (as  the  blind  man  hits  the 
ark)  chance  to  praedift  right  once, 
ore  notice  is  taken  of  that,  then  of 
s  miftaking  an  hundred  times  over, 
^ry  notable  Con)un£tions  ofthc  Pla¬ 
ts  hapned  this  prefent,  and  will 
1  fo  again  the  next  year,  (  as  (hall  be 
ore  particularly  mentioned)  If  any 
tn  fhould  now  pofitivcly  affirm,  that 
thin  this  twelve  moneth  another  Sla¬ 
ng  Star  will  appear,  it  would  be  pre- 
mptuous,  although  it  is  both  poffible 
d  probable  that  it  may  fo  come  to 
fs.  Rut  the  obfervation  doth  not 
wayes  hold  good  *,  For  there  have 
cnboch  greater  and  Idler  Conjun- 
onsof  the  Planets,  when  no  Comet 
th  appeared,  and  many  Comets  with- 
t  any  fuch  Conjunftions  immediately 
seceding.  In  few  words,  fometimes, 
any  Blazing  Stars  have  been  feen 
„  thia  the  compafs  of  a  few  years ; 
:rc  have  been  at  lead  ten  within  thefe 
»hty  years  lad  part.  But  infome  a- 
s,  not  one  Comet  hath  appeared  for 
hundred  years  together.  Since  fe¬ 
ral  may  appear  ( in  two,  nay )  in  one 
ar,  and  it  may  be  not  one  in  fifty  nor 

in 
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in  an  hundred  years,  the  appearance  < 
fuch  Phanomen^s^  cannot  be  infallib! 
forefeen  by  any  humane  underftandin 
upon  Earth. 

There  are  who  think,  that  inafmuc 
as  Comets  may  be  fuppofed  to  procce 
from  natural  caufes,  there  is  no  fpeal 
i»ar  voice  of  Heaven  in  them,  beyon 
what  is  to  be  laid  of  all  other  works  c 
God.  But  certain  it  is,  that  man 
things  which  may  happen  according  t 
thccourfe  of  nature,  are  portentou 
figns  of  divine  anger,  and  prognoftick 
of  great  evils  hailcning  upon  the  worlc 
A  Learned  and  Judicious  Author  (7 
conceiveth  that  the  prodigious  dark! 
nefs  which  hapned  in  the  Sun  at  th<' 
time  of  our  Saviour  Chrift’s  Pafiion 
wascaufedbya  Comets  intcrpofmgii 
felfbetween  the  Sun  and  the  Earthi  yci 
that  darknefs  was  a  fign  of  Gods  anger’ 
and  that  darknefs  of  mifery  fhould  com 
upon  the  fewifh  Nation-,  for  their  un 
paralleled  wickednefs  i n  Crucifying  thi 
Son  of  God.  Luther  thinks,  that  thei 
Joels  Prophefie  was  fulfilled,  who  pre 
difted  that  the  Sun  fhould  be  turned  int 
(z)  darknefs  before  the  terrible  day  c! 
the  Lord  came.  Thunder,  Lightning 
Hail,  and  Rain,  are  from  natural  caufes 
yet  are  they  fometimes  figns  of  God 

hoh 
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loly  difpleafure,  £*<>4.9. 24,34*  tSmTt 
M  ,  &  1 2. 17.  Earthquakes  arc  from  P[al. ]S.  13? 
ataraicaufes, yet  there  is  many  times  14.  &  77® 
very  fpeaking  voice  of  God  in  them.  17*  iS. 

"he  jWj  have  a  Tradition,  th&t  th<£ 
irft  Earth-quake  hapned  in  the  dayfcs 
•f  Nahor^ts  a  fign  of  Gods  anger  be- 
aufc  men  were  then  becomcldo!aters« 

'hey  aifo  fay  that  when  Jofhtta  was  bu- 

ied  there  was  an  Earth-  quake  in  the 

date  where  he  was  interred,  fignifying 

hat  God  was  offended  at  the  Children 

tf  Jfraei,  bccaulc  they  layed  not  fo- 

'mdti s  death  to  heart  to  much  as  they 

hould  have  done,  whence  (4)  that  a V.tfotas 

fountain  is  called  Har  gahas  Lempercur  inR 

''he  trembling  /Mountain :  R»  Az,a-  Benjamin 

tas  ( b)  upon  occahon  or  a  terrible  br/*Hottin- 

Earthquake,  which  hapned  in  Ferret -  ger  divert  at  im 

ta,  A.D-  1571.  wrote  a  Difcourfc  on  deTcrrxmotth 

aac  Subjeft,  and  the  Title  of  his  Book  p*lS6* 

;  Kol  Elokim  h-  e.  The  voice  of  God, 
md  the  Holy -  Scriptures  mention 
Earth-quakes  as  being  fomctitties  Prog- 
oflicks  of  Mutations  and  Miierics, 
z  Signs  of  divine  an^tr.  Amos  1.  1. 

'tch  14. y.  Luk^.Zi.  1  1.  1  Sam.  14*15. 

0  he  great  Revolutions  and  Conjun&i. 
ns  of  the  Planets  come  to  pals  arcord-  *> 

g  to  the  ordinary  cocrlc  of  nature  ; 

:t  arc  they  wont  to  be  attended  with 

C  remarkable  , 


r 


ao 


^  Dlfcourfe 

remirkable  Commotions  in  this  low 
Wotld,  as  is  commonly  obfervcd  &  b 
licvcd  by  Learned  Men,&  may  forth 
be  declared  in  the  dofe  of  this  Di 
courfei  The  like  is  to  be  faid  of  not 
ble  Eclipfcs  of  the  Luminaries  in  He 
ven.  I  confefs  l  have  not  fo  great  ; 
Opinion  of  the  ominoufnefs  of  Ech 
fes,  as  I  perceive  fome  Learned  art 
Good  Men  have,fince  every  Year.thci 
is  an  Eclipfe  taken  notice  ofin  one  pa: 
of  the  Earth  or  other.  Nevcrthdef 
whofo reads  Calvifius and  other  Chr<j 
n  ddgers,  will  perhaps  think  that  fuch 
notion  is  not  wholly  to  be  High  tec 
Chronologers  obferve  that  in  the  ver 
Year  when  the  ten  Tribes  were  carried 
into  Captivity,  there  hapned  a  gret; 
Eclipfe  of  the  Sun,  which  came  nptt 
pafs  without  a  fpecial  hand  of  divin' 
providence ;  unto  'this .  the  Prophc 
feeftteth  to  allude,  kmos  8.  9.  That  25 
dip  ft  was  ominous  of  a  Dark  ZL 
coming  upon  Samarim  Many  notabl 
Inftanccs  migljt  be  produced  to  thi 
purpofe.  And  fomething  hath  bee 
obfervcd  among  our  felves,  wbic 
feems  to  confirm  their  Opinion,  wh 
believe  that  total  and  central  Eclipfe jf 
arc  ominous  of  mutations  where  the 
happen.  There  was  fuch  an  Eclip{ 
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the  Sun  in  Nnv  England  (  Aug.  12^ 

D.  1672.)  the  day  before  the  Com- 
ncement ,  and  that  Year  the  Colleage 
is  Ec/ipfed  by  the  death  oftheLearn* 

Prasfidcnt  tberc,worthy  M.  deatfaeji 
d  two  Colonies  (  viz.  A lajfaclwfets, 
d  Phmottth}  by  the  death  of  two  Go- 
rnours,  who  died  within  a  twelve 
onctn  after.  Known  unto  God  arc 
his  works  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Orld.  He  that  rideth  upon  the 
tavens,  and  in  his  Excellency  on  the 
ie,  when  he  decreed  that  fuch  events 
ould  cometo  pafs ;  did  alfo  deter- 
ne  that  fuch  things  fhould  go  before, 
all  then  fuch  mighty  works  of  God 
Comets  are,  be  infignificant  things? 
icrc  are  (as  in  the  Jaft  Chapter  we 
Ul  moreampty  exprefs)  who  think 
at  Comets  have  a  natural  influence  ,7I,.  , . 
r  on  the  .Earth,  fftveltus  (d)  acJ  page 3 19^ 

1  owdedgeth  that  the  Blaze  proceeding 
)ni  lomc  Comets^ oth  ftrike  the  earth, 
hough  Men  perceive  it  nor,  becaufe 
:n  the  Comet  muft  be  in  Conjunction 
th  the  Sun.  The  accurate  and  inge.  e  InC met  drum, 
jus  Kepler  (e)  fuppofeth  that  the  Thyfiologix  p. 
ize  of  lomc  Comets,  is  perforated  by  1Q4» 

:  Earth.  If  lo,  they  may  well caufe 
•oughts,  and  many  other  mifcrics. 
t  others  tafcp  them  to  *bc ‘indicant 
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rather  then  natural  (they  may  be,  am,L 
for  my  part  I  believe  they  arc  both()1( 
fignsof  evils  to  come;  like  as  Arango 
apparitions  in  the  air,  Armies  fightings 
Ships  failing  there,  and  the  like|; 
have  no  natural  influence  to  caufe  war* 
and  commotions  where  they  are  feem 
only  they  are  indications  offuch  trou|i 
bles  at  h  nd.  It  may  furthermore  blip 
added,  that  though  evils  fhould  not  fol0 


low,  God  may  in  his  merciful  provi 
dencje,  caufe  fuch  fights  to  be  obferved 
that  fo  he  might  awaken  Mortals  t< 
Repentance.  Hefometimes  threaten 
eth  becaufe  he  would  not  ftrike.  Au{ 
.  fuftine  (f)  fpcaketh  of  a  fiery  Clout, 
chimeTil  t  tiwt  hangover  the  City  of  Conftwti 
C.21.Z  3.C.1  nop!ex whereat  the  People  were  ama/cd. 
l. 22.C.8.  and  fell  to  praying  and  crying  to  Got 
former cy,  and  promifed  reformatiot] 
]  of  their  evil  wayes,  and  Judgement  die 
'  '  *  rot  follow.  Voltns  yuidemDetts  tern 

re  chit  at  cm ,  &  terrendo  emend  are.  I 
know  there  are  that  efteem  Prognofti 
cations  of  this  nature,  as  weak  am 
groundlefs.  So  doth  Erafius ,  am; 
many  Popifh  Authors,  and  forac  fev 
others.  Vincentius  Guinifius  made  aj. 
Oration  de  felicitate  Comet  arum ,  decla 
ring  that  the  Blaming  Star  which  ap, 
ptared  An.  1618.  was  an  happy  B% 
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ing  Star,  but  I  believe  there  is  not 
ic  good  man  in  the  World  of  bis  mind 
to  that  particular  Comet.  A  (  g) 
fait  (who  I  fuppofe  is  ftill  living;  hath 
efe  words,  plerolque  cometas  ahfque 
iacalamitate  fuijfe  affero.  A  falfc  and 
bold aflcrtion.  Another  Jefuit  (b) 
lefs  learned  then  the  former,  at- 
mpting  to  give  a  Catalogue  of  happy 
pmets,  could  not  reckon  up  above 
eive  fuch  Once  the  World  began,  and 
meofthofc  were  attended  with  the 
oft  direful  cffc&s  that  can  be  mend¬ 
ed  •,  only  becaufe  T amrlatn  prolpc- 
d,  it  muft  be  called  a  Faujltus  Co¬ 
lt.  Ihave  elfew  hcic  m<  mioncd,thac 
r  Wife  Men  among  the  Gentiles  *L 
yes  looked  upon  Blazing  Stars  as 
lomm  prantmeios ,  the  Hcraulds,  and 
efTengersof  evil  Tidings  to  the  world, 
ic  antient  Doftors  in  the  Chriftian 
urch,  TerthHian y  Damafctne,  and  0)  j  OjWSVide  ci- 
ny  others,  were  of  the  fame  Opini-  tatos apudTan- 
And  {bare  the  generality  of  our  »<?rum  in  dif- 
dernand  judicious  Divines.  And 
cly  this  Opinion  tends  moretopaJ^M^'  7* 
ty,  and  the  fear  of  God,  then  theirs 
,  who  think  that  Blazhg  Stars  Hg- 
no  more  then  a  Cloud  in  the  air. 
moreover,  of  weighty  confidera- 
|i  with  me,  (  and  I  hope  will  be  fo 


C  3 


wi 


th 


24 


k  Cornett 
t'7  a.  Cbfi- 
fio  dicitur 
prantzias  de 
inteeprewhne 
Scripturx  Pag 
1023, 


L 


A  Difcourfe 

with  many  others)  that  the  Seriptuij 
doth  declare,  not  only  that  the  St<v 
are  for  fignsy  but  that  Fearful  fights 
the  Ht averts  (  k  )  (and  fuch  arc  C met 
fign  fie  calamitous  times,  and  that  fg 
in  the  Stars,  betoken  a  ftorm  among 
the  Nations  upon  Earth,  and  that  Pi 


lars  of  fmokr.  portend  a  notable  day  < 
the  Lord  robe  at  hand \  alfothc  exp 
rience  both  of  the  former,  and  of  th 
prefe  t  age  decidrcth,  that  when  Bl, 
zing  Stars  havfc  been  feen,  great  mut 
tions  and  mifcHes  ha?c  come  upc 
Mortals,  as  will  by  the  fubfequent  R 
lation  be  made  to  appear. 


HI 


CHAP.  III. 


The  Hifiory  of  Comets  from  the  begin 
ning  of  the  World  to  the  firft  comiti 
of  Chrif  \  together  with  fame  ri'. 
markable  Events  attending  them. 


THcrc  arefundry  Learned  mcn.wh 
affirm  that  in  the  Year  after  th 
Creation  165 6.  which  was  (accordir 
to  the  computation  of  thbfe  gr£) 
Chronologcrs,  Calvifus  and  HrfvtcU 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ‘nine 
two  years  before  our  Saviours  nativit 
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crewasfeen  a  formidable  Blaming 
ar ,  which  all  the  old  World  beheld 
|r  the  fpacc  of  nine  and  twenty  dayes. 
appeared  firft  in  the  fign  of  Pi'ets , 
id  in  a  moneths  time  paflTcd  through 
1  the  twelve  Signs  of  the  Zodiac^  as 

affirmed  by  (a)  HtrlleU  (  a  mfrittiti. 

jrmlf/f,  and  Rrttynbachtks*  lhis  is  cornetx  1^07 
c  firft  Comet ,  -  that  any  Writers  (  fo  b  InHifiofi* 
jr  as  in  my  frtlail  reading  I  have  dbfer  comewum 
id)  make  mention  oh  Imrficdiate- 
upon  ift  appearing  Ad'nhufdah  died, 
id  according  unto  the  fignification  of 
c  name,  which  his  Father  Enoch  bc- 
g  a  Prophet)  impofed  upon  him; 
he  next  Year,  the  Flood  camc.whcrc- 
all  the  Men,  Women  and  Children 
roughout  the  Earth  (excepting  eight 
irfons)  prrifticd.  And  it  is  the 
dgemetit  of  ferae,  +  that  more-  pet-  +Av.cnt!nus 
ns  were  drowned  by  Notes  flood  sebaiiianus 
cnarc  now  living  upon  the  faci  of  Frank.  C 
e  whole  Earth,  or  ever  have  beCn  at 
ic  time  fnacc  that. 

Anno  Mundi.  1744  There  appeared  _  .  _ 

in  the  (inn  of  C4;r,'«r»>hich  Lnb«Mo°* 
the  fp3cc  of  lixty  hvc  dayes  pa  (Ted  cometis 
rough  three  of  the  Qeleftial  Signs, 
he  building  of  Sahel!,  Confufion  of 
mguages,  and  consequent  difperfirig 
Mankind  throughout  the  World, 

C  4  have 
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have  b  sen  noted  as  Events  attending, 
that  Comet.  Nmni,  (thefirft  Ty«f 
tint  in  the  world  )  wis  (  d  )  carried  a-mi 
way  after  an  unknown  manner,  fotnc 
think  that  God  permitted  the  Devil  to 
carry  that  raoft  wicked  man  alive  body 

and  foul  :o  Hell; 

4.  M.  2  118.  A  Comet  was  obfer-  P 
vedinchc  fign  of  Aries,  which  conti-iip 
nuei  for  the  fpaceof  22  dayes.  After sjc 
this  followed  chat  Famine  mentioned inoio 
the  Scripture  which  caufcd  Abraham  tw 
remove  into  zAS^fpt.  Alfo  Cam'fenuuss, 
(  f )  headed  an  Army,  and  fell  upon, 
th,z  A fjrians, but  Ntnixs  withftood  him, a 
in  Battle  overcame  him,  and  caufed  bis  d 
head  to  be  cut  off.  'ijt 

A.  2128.  (g )  Not  many  years® 
after  the  death  of  Abraham,  anothenr 
Comet  appcared  in  the  fign  of  Leo  for 
the  {pace  of  nine  dayes.  Great  mu- 


b  Funccius. 


tations  and  miferics  quickly  followed  in 
the  World,  as  Serapis  and  Oftris  (  zAZ- 
gjptian  Demons}  had  prognolUcated. 
Alfo, that  Famine  in  Ifaac’s  dayes  of; 
which  we  read  Gen.  26.  1.  About  this, 
time  Phaeton  (who  is  thought  to  be  that 
Son  of  Cham  who  is  by  Adofcs  called 
*Phnt  j  (h)  caiifed  a  fearful  conSagra* 
tion  jn  Whence  it  was  called, 

then  f  AlefanL  i.e,  the  burnt  Countreyf 
.  1  ..  “  4.  M 
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4*M.  2230.  A  fiery  and  terrible 
met  was  feen,  appearing  in  Sagi- 
ins,  coy  hr  g  alter  a  ftrange  manner, 
prcl'entim?  the  form  of  an  imptr.ca  1  Llb-2*2^ 
clc  ( i)  Tis  judged  that  Pliny  f peaks 
this  Prodigy,  it  was  by  the  King  of 
ypt  then  living  called  by  the  name  of 
phonj-'C.Vorttx  fumtgans  fed  fine  egnt* 
'hichfcemsto  confirm  their  opinion 
t  10  think  that  in  old  time  a  Ctmit  was  k  Mede ^ 
own  by  that  Name  ( k )  of  a  Pillar  of  courfec*  John 
mkt'  After  this  Comih  th<rc  was  a  10.28.  r.?7 
1 1  earth  for  (/)fevtn  years  together,  !  hu^f  {***? 
id  that  in  all  Countries  3  viz.-  that 
okenof  in  .the  Scripture  in  jofeph  s  orofiusz#.], 
ne,  which  followed  the  fcvcii  years  ctp. 8. 
enty  in  esEgypt.Canaar,  tsEthiopia, 

"Egypt  and  other  Countries  felt  the 
reful  cffc&sof  that  Prodigy. 

A.M.  2453.  (w)  A  Comet  was  ob*  w  R°fkeriba- 

rved  in  Syria,  Chaldea,  &c.  in  the  ^^citato.0 
>n  of  Capricorn  *,  in  whichj  year  the  vid.  Alfted* 
hildren  of  lfratl  were  delivered  frxcogn  Theol 
om  their  bondage  to  the  Egyptians,  1.2.P.451. 
jien  Pharaoh  and  his  Hofl  received 
at  fatal  and  memorable  overthrow 
much  celebrated  in  the  Holy  Book 
God. 

A*M.  277©.  In  the  (»)  Moneth  u 

Auguft,  a  formidable  Comet  appear- 

$GemiHu After  which  followed  th<; 

,  —  —  -dcath 
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death  of  that  wicked  Tyrant  Ament) 
mos.  Alfo,  that  long  and  miferablo 
War  which  arofe  about  Helena ,  and  the 
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p  Dcftio  come- 
Uprxtorius , 
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us,  Eckftormi  - 
us,Hevelius, 
&c.S  cripferunt 
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doleful  dcftru&ion  of  Troy.  Likewifd 
the  War  of  the  Amaz.onst  with  th(M 
Tnebans^  was  near  this  time. 

AM.  2705.  ACemet^  s  )  was  fcerl) 
in  Aries  t  flaming  for  the  fpace  of  4?. 
dayts.  This  was  in  the  d ayes  of  Sa 
fort,  at  (and  by)  whofc  death  aU  rhii 
Lords  of  tke  Philiftinu  ^  and  about  jood 
Men  and  Women  were  (lain  by  the  fall 
of  their  Idol’/  Temple,  as  they  were  Sa1^ 
crificing  to  Dagon  their  god.  Hiftork 
ans  alfo  fpeak  of  a  Comet  which  was  ta4 
ken  notice  of  about  the  Year  of  th6 
World  9 458,  and  was  termed  Ceratitts y 
(p)becaufeof  its  appearing  crooked 
like  to  an  Horn.  Writers  vary  about; 
the  praecife  year,  when  this  Comet  ap*r 
peared.  Only  it  is  indubitable,  that  it; 
was  in  the  dayesof  A»axagoras  and  Del{ 
mocritus, who  arc  the  moft  antient  Wri* 
ters  that  give  us  any  hyftorical  account 
about  Comets.  There  was  a  notaWc 
Eclipfc  of  the  Sun,  preceding  that  Coin 
met*,  which  Calvifius  judgeth  to  hi 
extraordinary  and  fupcrnatural.  Re. 
markable  Providences  which  hapned 
about  that  time  f  were ;  Hainan’s 
bloody  Plot  to  MaHacrc  all  the  J  ws  in 
“  ,  '  ont 


I 
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le  day,  together  with  the  ftrarge  dif- 
Ivery  and  dilappoin: merit  o4  that  hel - 
|li  contrivance.  Alio,  Xe r*es  hisrno- 
ns  who  pur  the  whole  World  into 
i  uproar,  muttering  together  an  Ar- 
y  of  feventeen  hunored  thoufand  Foot 
id  fourkore  thoufand  Hcrfc,  and  a 
eec  confiftirg  of  above  two  thoufand 
allies.  Yea  ,  Herodotus  reporteth 
lathis  Army  did  at  leaft  confift  of  a- 
dvc  five  Millions  *,  defigning  to  fubduc 
reece.  But  his  Navy  was  s  anquifhed 
y  Thtmifiocles  his  great  Army  routed, 
(o  lefs  then  three  hundred  thoufand 
oldiers  under  the  Command  of  Afar- 
whs  were  all  Hain  -  Athens  was 
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urnr.. 

A'Af  3518.  (  Or  as  others  conf¬ 
ute  the  age  of  the  World,  An. 35  37*) 
here  was  feen  a  fearful  C omit  for  75. 
ayes  together  (7)  Pliny  (r )  Plutarch ,  <\L.'i.C.2t) 

»)  A rifiotle,  and  o.hcr  antient  Writers,  r iniyfandre.^ 
Dcak  of  thisCcwfr.  Anaxagoras  took  s  Meteorologti 
pon  him  to  preditt,  chat  an  horrible 
empeft  would  follow.  Hehapncdto 
onpatre right.  There  was  (t)  a  tCharlmande* 
range  Whirlwind,  that  took  a  little  in  librode  Co- 
lock  off  from  a  great  Rock,  and  lifted  metis. 
up  on  high,  and  carried  it  away 
vough  tjie  air,  until  it  fell  down  at 
'£gosi a  River  in  Thrac^to  che  amaze¬ 
ment 


30 
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meat  of  the  people  there,  who  fuppfi 
fed  that  piighty  Stone  to  have  com1!' 
down  out  oi  Heaven,  But  the  gres“l 
commotion  attending  this  Comet' 
was,  that  civil  war  among  the  Grecian. 
called  the  Ptloponefian  war,  which  con' 
aR:,eJoin.  a,  tinued  for  27  years,  until  Greece  was  ah 
Cometis <,  moft  emptied  of  Inhabitants.  AIf©s  J 

(u)  peftilential  and  mortal  Gatartf  fdii 
prevailedin  Athens,  as  greatly  to  de % 
populate  that  place.  4  ,prodigiou  * 
Earthquake  hapned  about  a  year  after1 
this,  fo  that  a  Mountain  was  broken  it' 
pieces,  and  a  City  turned  into  at 
Hland.  jl 

M«'or?Tc6  rA-M- . 35  J7-  ( or  as  others  3553  > 
Wizaidus  z- 1.  ^cPtentr,0na^  Comet  appeared  in  fa • 
Cap.  li.  *  mar)  which  many  (w)  Writers  have 
Eberus,Peuce-  taken  notice  of.  That  fearful  flaughtei?' 
rusEkftormius  of  the  /Jtlscmans ,  which  Hiftorians 
make  mention  of,  did  accompany  thisi 
Prodigy.  About  nine  years  after  that1 
( x  )  another  Comet  was  obferved,  ap-1 
pearing  in  the  winter  time,  immediate-11 
ly  after  Sunfct.  Ac  firft  only  the 
ftream  and  not  the  Star  was  feen  (be-J1 
£«.L.7,C,i5.  Caufcof  itsnearnefstotheSun)  which 
was  extended  0  ver  a  third  part  of  the 
heavens,  i.e.  1 30  degrees.  It  afeended 
toOriem  girdle, and  there  difappeared. 
After  that,  hapned  that  Earth- quake 
'*"t  7~.  '  — an(j 


Haiti. 
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o 

:Iuge  in  Achaidy  wherein  multitudes 
|:ifhed.  Hdtce  and  Burts  (two  fe¬ 
us  Cities  )  were  loft  in  the  Sea.  It 
s  about  this  time  that  Nehemiah  built 
the  walls  of  Jerufalem^  and  then  the 
tes  were  troublous ,  Dan. 9. 25* 

A.M.  3594.  There  was  feen  in 
0,  a  bearded  Comet,  which  after- 
irds  changed  its  form  and  appeared 
e  a  Spear.  The  remarkable  Events 
en  obferved,  were  the  burning  of 
ana’s  Temple  at  Ephtfus,  and  Altx- 
der  firnamed  the  Great,  his  Birth  in 
:  fame  day.  Ptolomaus  Atonies,  ktl- 
d  the  King,  and  Reigned  in  Macedo- 
A  milerable  Dcftru&ion  came 
ion  Sidon. 

pjriftccn  years  after,  there  was  another 
Dmct,  near  the  £quiao«ftial  circle, (*)  ^Ariftoteles 
Sagittarius ,  continuing  nineteen  z.i.C.7. 
yes.  What  ftrange  and  amazing  ug 
anges  hapned  in  the  World  after  that 
'means  ol  Alexander  the  Great, is 
town  to  all  men.  Of  him  the  Pro- 
ict  Daniel  fpeaks.  Chap.  8.5.  when  he 
itb,  Hefaw  an  Hegoat  come  from  the 
eft ,  on  the  face  of  the  Vohole  Earth ,  and 
touched  not  the  ground*  Forad/txander 
adc  fpeedy  work  in  conquering  the 
itions.  In  the  fpace  of  fix  ycars,the 
ce  of  tilings  all  the  .Earth  over  was 

changed. 


RockeabachK 


3* 


&  Rockenba- 
chius 


b Rockenba- 
chius  Lycof- 
thenes.  v.  Jo- 
fcph  Antiq. 


c  Cornelius 
Gemma  in\ 
Cofmo,  L.iC.8 


A  Difceurfe 

changed.  The  Perfiau  empire  brougf 
to  its  period,  and  the  third  of  Demit 
Afonarcbiej  then  began. 

A.M .  \niy.  There  was  a  Com< 
(a)  appearing  in  Aries,  for  the  fpacc  < 
22  dayes.  After  which  great  War 
in  France  followed.  Stleuchus,  th 
King  of  Afta  and  Syria  treachcroufl 
Murdered.  Ami/cor  marching  w'th  a 
Army  into  Spain  enlargeth  the  Dom 
nionS  of  the  Carthaginians. 

A.  M.  3752.  A  Comet  was  fecn  fom; 
few  dayes  ia  CapAcom,  and  two  Mc“ 
ncths  after  again  in  Cancer ,  for  th 
fpace  of  i^day^s.  (£)  Two  years  ail 
ter  this,  another  Comet  of  a  ftupendou 
magnitude  appeared  for  eighty  dayej 
together,  this  I  take  to  be  the  fern 
which  fome  Authors  place  about  tei 
years  after ;  viz.  a  Comet  appearing  i 
the  fign  of  Pifcesi  extending  it  fell  ove 
(  near  upon  j  a  fourth  part  of  the  Hea 
vens,(c  )  and  its  fu Igor  was  fuch  as  di< 
overcome  the  brigh  tnefs  of  the  Sun,  f 
as  that  it  was  fecn  not  only  in  the  nighi 
but  alfo  in  the  light  day. 

Mithridattt  his  wars,  and  thofe  b< 
tween  AAtiockus  and  Achaus ,  and  th 
bloody  Battle  fought  between  the  R< 
mans  and  the  Carthaginian /,  wherci 
Hannibal  was  overcome  by  Marctllu. 
:;"'a  an> 
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d  AsJruhl  by  the  Scipio* s ;  the  death 
the  King  of  Sicily  (  whofe  Son  fue¬ 
ling.  and  carrying  himfelf  infolent- 
wasfiain)  arc  mentioned  as  great 
ents  attending  that  Prodigy.  In 
s  fccond  Punic  war  fifteen  hundred 
»ufand>  loft  their  lives.  In  Spain,  no 
s  then  300  Towns  were  deftroyed. 
A.M.  5789.  A  Comet  was  feen  in 
let  appearing  thirty  two  dayes.  King 
euchus  was  poifoned.and  there  tuc* 
:dcd  Antiochut,  whom  his  flatterers 
led  £  pipit  ant s%  but  the  Scripture 
ms  him  a  vile  Per  fan.  He  railed  a 
rible  Pcrfccution  againft  the  Church 
God,  committing  horrid  and  out* 
«ious  Cruelties,  defiling  the  Temple* 
trdiftiog  the  publicJt  worfhip  of  God 
*.  1 1.2 i,s  1.  He  was  a  notable 
pe  of  Antichrift,  nor  is  it  to  be  won* 
d  at,  if  a  Star,  Blaze  in  Heaven , 
en  fuch  miferies  were  coning  on  the 
*th. 

Rocktnh ac loins  writeth  of  a  Comet 
♦caring  A  Nl.  3795  for  the  (pace  of  a 
ir  and  three  weeks  together.  But 
remuft  needs  be  Come  miftake  in 
.Relation,  .and  therefore  I  praeter- 
it,  and  proceed  unto, 
i.M.  3798.  (oras  others  3782) 
:n  there  appeared  a  Cpraet  in  Sep¬ 
tember 


V 
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temper,  prefenrjy.  upon  an  Ecli^fc 
the  Moon.  After  which  Per  feus  t 
laft  King  of  Macedonia  was  overcon 
by  t/Emiiiut.  Within  io  years  an 
ther  Comet  appeared,  which  was  i 
tended  with  a  woful  Dearth  and  Plagip 
and  a  long  wir  between  the  Car  that 
mans  and  the  2 Romans.  An  Army 
the  Saftans  going  over  the  kc.it  bro , 
an  ier  them,  that  very  few  efcaped  wi  ( 
their  lives. 

A.M.  58  ip.  There  appeared 
Comet  in  the  fign  of  Capricorn ,  in  ma 
nitude  equalling  the  Sun*  and  with  i| 


e  mt.Qucfl.  light  overcoming  the  darknefs  of  tl, 
L. 7. C„  15.  *  night.  Of  th'^  Seneca  (c)  and  aft(, 
him  many  others  have  written.  Th 
Prodigy  was  attended  with  the  Achat < 
War.  The  City  of  Carthage  was  t 
ken  and  deftroyed  by  Scipio,  The  Cit 
of  Corinth  was  burnt  by  Mummitts. 
About  ten  years  after  that,  anothi 


■~r 


Comet  appeared  for  the  fpace  of  cigbi 
three  dayes,  of  which  Seneca  write 
At  the  firft  appearance  it  was  very  fms 

/  Seneca  ibii  but  within  a  few  d  ayes  it  grew  to  a  ft; 

pendious  magnitude,  (  f  )  extending  ' 
fclf  over  the  Via  Lafleay  fo  as  was  wo 
g  Lib.37 .  derful  to  behold. 

(f)  fpeaketh  of  a  Coro 

whofe  fulgor  was  like  that  of  the  Sa 
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c  tail  of  it  being  90  Degrees  in 
igth,  fhinifigfo  as  that  ail  the  hea¬ 
rt  leemed  to  be  of  a  light  fire,  which 
fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  with  that 
rntioned  by  Seneca.  As  for  Events, 
)ody  Banks  were  fought  between 
I  Romant  and  the  GauIs*  wherein  an 
inite  number  of  men  were  (lain.* 
(o  wars  between  the  King  of  Syria 
d  the  King  of  •E'rjpt.  The  King  of 
rU  was  deferred  by  his  Souldiers,U- 
n  and  flair*.  ••  ■'  r 

A,Af.  3863  •  (Or  -  according  to 
?  computation  of  others  Anno  3879) 

)  A  Comet  was  feen  in  the  fign  of 
*£0,  continuing  94  dayes.  This  was 
it  which  (fc)  Pltny  callcth  Ternficum 
w,the  terrible  Star.  Ajitltriciates 
aded  Afia-^  after  which  followed 
tbloody  Civil  War  between 
»  and  Octavius.  „  .  / 

A .  M .  (C irciter  )  3900.  Several  (/) 
mets  were  obferved  as  portentous  of 
War  between  Pompey  and  Cafar  *, 
i  of  Pompey  his  fall.  It  is  alfo  re 
'ted  (  1^)  that  Cafars  death  was  at- 
ded  with  a  Comet  of  that  fort  which 
ailed  Xip'iat. 

A.Af.  3 920.  A  (/)  Comer  appear- 
n  flaming  for  95  dayes.  The 
•  D  fame 
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fiimc  year  ^Htouitts  being  overco&ii 
billed  himfc^j  and  ottavinsCafur  lut 
duedthcLandof  *s£g}?*-  itls  a  mo 
incredible  to  relate  how  many  Million 
loft  their  lives  in  thofe  diftra&ed  time: 
by  the  Reman  (word  at  home  and  i\ 

broad. 

And  thus  much  for  Comets  appeal 
ingfrom  the  beginning  of  the  Worl 
entil  .the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  ( 
God,  fo  far  as  Authors  have  taken  fliit 

tice  of  them. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

An  Hiftorical  Account  of  what  Blazif 
Stars  were  feen  within  the  firft  fi 
buKdrt&Tears  after  Chtift  s  Incar » 


~  '  tion,  and  the  Notable  £  vents  whl  | 
'fl  ill. followed  them 


j  E  proceed  to  confider  wb 

V  V  $tars  have  appear! 

fmee  our  Saviours  Nativity.  Soil 

mention  thar,  which  direfted  the  Mj 

to  the  Town  and  Houfe  where  Chi 
•Kkc’lf’r  me  horn.  The  fuperftkion  of  for  in 

T‘/m-  ages  tath  P  aurcd  that  S,'f,  wltt 
Blaze  pointing  towards  Bethlehem,  t 

Tjcho  and  ('  m  J  others,  have  by  iny 


Concerning  Comet  si  3  % 

iblc  Arguments,  proved  that  that  ad¬ 
mirable  Star  was  not  a  Comet  properly. 

The  firft  then  which  wc  (ball  take 
notice  of,  is,  that  which  was  feen,  A.D 
13.  appearing  in  the  fign  of  dries  («)  «  AKIedius  is  I 
f#r  thel'piccof  32  dayes.  Cbron.C- 49 

drfcrutueji  toti  pajjim  minitantia  mundo 
Z>umina  -  — 

After  which  three  Roman  Legions  pe- 
rifhed  •,  9jsintilins  Vasias,  was  flain  by 
the:  Germans.  Upon  whom  the  Empe- 
frour  Tiberius  makcth  war. 

Cum  fera  duttorem  Germania  Varum. 
InftcitqjriumUgionum f anguine  Campos. 

A.D.  14.  As  Calvifms  reckons,  but 
according  to  other  ChronoIogers^.Z).  ©Suetonius. 
x6.  (0  ) divers  Comets  (or  fcveral  ap-  Allied. 
n|pearances  of  the  fame  Comet)  were 
obferved,  which  have  been  judged  as 
portentous  of  the  death  of  Aug v.ftus 
C afar,  who  died  not  long  after*  Other 
remarkable  Events  attending  this  Co¬ 
met, were,  a  great  Mutiny  in  the  Roman 
rmy,  terrible  (laughters  amongft  the 
|/|  7 ermanS)  whofe  King  Armimus  was 
Lin  by  his  own  Kin'men:  an  £ar:h- 
juakc  whereby  a  great  pait  of  the  City 
;t|  if  Rome  was  ruined,  and  an  inundation 
hrough  the  River  Tiber's  ovci  flowing 
M>  that  many  Pcrfons  &  edifices  were 
t  sflroycd.  D  2.  A.D, 
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A,  D*  56.  A  Star  was  feen  in  the 


fign  of  Cancer,  (  p  )  blazing  for  the 
fpacc  of  tour  Monetbs,  difc&ing  its 
courfe  from  the  North  towards  the 
Eaft.  The  Emperoiir  Claudius  died, 
bloody  Nero  ibcceeded,  who  murdered 
befides  his  own  Mother,  and  his  Wifcj 


and  his  M  after  Seneca,  an  infinite  num 
berof  holy  Martyrs.  The  fame  Co 
met  appeared  again  tfic  next  Year,fo(I 
rbac  NerS*  Reign  began  with  a  blazing  1: 
Scar,  great  Commotions  hapned  \ 

dea,  Chronologers  obfetvc  that  it  «j 
was  in  this  Year,  that  Hermogenes  and  a 
PhjgfHus  made  woful  Apoftafie  and  a 
Sehifme  in  the  Jfatick.  Churches’,  and  1 
fo  apeared  to  be  no  other  then  wan- 
dfing  Stars,  zTint.%.  15. 

A.D.  62.  A  Comet  was  feen  fla¬ 
ming  in  the  Heavens,  (7)  for  the  fpace 
of  fix  moneths  together,  having  its  , 
motion  fronuhe  Eaft,  partly  towards 
the  Wefl,and  partly  towards  the  South  \ 
(  r  )  This  appearing  after  Nero’s  quin- 1 
cjutnnium)  wherein  he  feemed  a  good  i 
Emperour,  was  expired,  ?tis  (rlil 
thought  that  it  was  portentous  of  his 
after  unparalleld  Cruelties,  and  moft 
Tragical  end.  J 

A.  (>6.  Another  Comet  (  j)ap-(| 

feared 
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■seared  for  fix  Montths  together,  in  the 
ignof  Gemini.  After  which  follow¬ 
ed  prodigious  Tcmptfts,  and  a  fearful 
Earth  ejHakf^  whereby  Laodicea ,  Plitra- 
>o/is ,  and  Celofs  (  famous  Cities  in  the 
offer  dfia  )  were  forcly  affli&cd.  This 
blazing  Star  was  attended  with  a  terri¬ 
ble  Pcrfecution,  in  the  which  the  A- 
^ofths  Paul  and  Peter  were  put  to 
^)cath.  was  fet  on  fire  by  Nero , 

:hat  Conflagration  continued  for  fix: 

.■ayes  together.  Soon  after  this  Mt- 
xndtr  arid  his  Followers  caufcd  great 
rouble  among  Chriftians  in  the  Pri- 
■nitivc  times.  He  was  an  Antichrift, 

.e.  a  falfe  Chrift,  it  is  not  improbable 
but  that  the  Apoftlc  John  hath  refpeer 
o  him  as  well  as  toother  pretended 
Chrifts,  1  7&A.2.18. 

AD.  70.  (  or  as  others  71  )  A  bla¬ 
ming  Star  like  a  flaming  Sword  appeared  T  fofephtis  « 
[0  lor  a  year  together.  It  was  firft  ol>  ^elI° 
erved  at  the  time  of  the  Jews  Paffeover  lUnl*  '7' 
viz.  on  the  eighth  of  April )  in  the 
-  :gn  of  Virgo.  This  was  attendee!  with 
1  new  £mpcrour,  viz-  Vefpafian ,  with 
he  deftruftion  of  Jerufalem,  and  the 
riofi  rnifcrablc  ruinc  of  the  Jewifh  na* 
ion,  by  the  Sword  of  the  Romans.  <j7nrlar,-  T  r  • 
p)  Many  other  Prodigies  were  taken 

D  3.  notice 
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notice  of  at  the  fame  time.  Armies 
fighting  in  the  Air,^1^.  Xtpbilinus  wri-K 
teth  that  there  were  two  prodigious 
JBclipfes  of  the  Moon,  viz-  that  the 
Moon  was  obfcured  on  the  fourth,  and 
on  the  feventh  day-,  And  from  him 
Ljcoftieerits  fpeaks  to  the  fame  purp®fe. 
But  C 'alvijivs  did  by  calculation  find, 
that  there  were  two  Eclipfes  of  the;* 
Moon  this  year,  which  were  not  fuper-^  l 
natural.  V 

AD.  7  6.  (or  77.)  A  Comet  called 

(»)  becaufe  ef  its  apfcatmg 

mus.  LycofU.e  in  the  form  of  a  Dart,  was  obferved.*. 
»cs,  0V.  The  Emperour  T itur  ( in  the  fifth  year  i[ 
of  his  Cflnfulfhip;  dtferibed  this  Co-| 
metinverfe.  The  next  year  another 
Comet  was  feen  (  or  rather  the  lame 
Comet  appeared  the  fecond  time) 
there  followed  an  horrible  Earth- qu'ake2 
, .  ,»>  in  CiP'us  and  other  places,  whereby. 

Kockmtachi- many  Towns  penfted.  (*J 

year  a  Comet  was  leen  again  eighty, 
dayes.  .Earth-quakes  followed,  and  a 
terrible  Plague  in  Rowe ,  and  a  remark- 
ab'c  Drought.  When  V<fpafian  the 
.Erripcrovr  fsw  this  Blazing  Star,  r« 
joked  at  it,  faying,  it  concerned  the 
Pa*thtins  who  had  longhair,  not  hiA 

who  was  Bald.  But  loon  after  Vefp/fif 

J  "T"fT  '  "  “  himld 


US 
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imfejfdied.  .This Comet  was  attend 
ed  with  the  Hercfie  of  Ctrintbus  and 
ic  E  bionit es. 

I  cannot  find  in  Authors,  that  any 
omet  appeared  after  that,  for  about 
lefpaceof  fifey  years,  viz'  not  until  iv 
ie  year  of  our  Lord  1 38,  when  a  Stir  ch}us 
,)  was  feen  blazing  39  nights  together 
the  figns  of  Aquarius  and  Pifces.  An 
jarthquakc  followed, In  that  the  Cities 
f  Nicopohs  and  Ccfaret  were  (wallow- 
up  thereby. 

A  D.  145.  (  <*)  A  Star  was  feen 
lazing  in  Aquarius  fix  nights.  An 
iarth-quakc  and  a  Prodigious  Flood  a  1dm,  . 
allowed.  Rhodus  and  other  famous 
laces  were  fhaken  a  ftcr  an  horrendous 
tanner.  The  Vulentinian  Hereticks 
revailed  about  this  time. 

ALL  188.  A  bearded  Comet(from 
s  form  called  Pogoniai)  was  feen.  (  b  )  iHerotl;an  £. 
areat  Warscnfocd  in  the  Roman  Ent¬ 
ire.  The  Temple  of  peace  (  fo  cal- 
:d)  was  fuddcnly  burnt  down.  Ihe 
:apitol  was  ftruck  with  Lightning  and 
:t  on  fire,  the  neighbouring  Edifices 
wherein  was  a  famous  Library)  was 
onfumed.  The  next  year  the  City  ot 
tome  w*as affiifteel  with  a  fore  f3m<ne, 

Inborn  this  time  the  Britans  lofing  their 

D  4  '  *trg 
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King  Lucius  fell  into  diflentions! 
mongft  thcmfdvcs,  and  fo  became 
prey  to  the  Romans. 

A.D.  195.  fn  the  d ayes  of  the  Enf 
perour  Sever hs  (V)  a  Star  was  feen  bln 
zing  for  many  dayes  together.  Whic 
was  then  looked  upon  an  Omen  < 
approaching  Mil’erics.  About  that  tim 
there  were  great  Wars  between  the  jf<j 
and  the  Parthian »/’y  Alfo laments 
blc  contentions  and  Ichifmes  among 
Christians  about  the  observation  .‘q 
W  after.  The  Bifhop  of  Rome  took  up 
©n  him  to  excommunicate  thole  thai 
were  not  of  his  mind  about  that  matte* 
whereby  a  world  of  fin  and  trouble  waf 
occasioned,  and  way  made  for  Pcrferui 
lion.  Not  long  after  this  the  Ori^inift 
,  and  thofc  that  would  be  called  Apnfto 
hei  occafioncd  great  troubles  in  tbt 
Churches. 

A.D.  217.  (<0  A  Comet  appeared 
in  the  (ign  of  Pifets  fer  18  dayes.  Thill 
was  attended  with  the  Death  of  Card 
calla.  The  Emperour  Antonins  vififei 
ing  the  City  of  -A'rxandria^  debted  t<! 
fee  the  Youth  therein,  and  giving  a  figi; 
to  his  S:ouldiers  caufed  them  to  be  cru 
elly  Ha  inf  The  Rtmans 


made  grea 


flaunhucr  amongft-  the  Goikes.  Tin 


Kmj 
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Parthia  came  with  a  great  Army  a- 
inft  the  Romans.  The  Empcrour 
ed. 

After  this  time,  no  Blazing  Star  ap- 
ared  (  or  however  none  is  mentioned 
r  any  Hyftorian,that  I  have  met  with) 
r  near  upon  an  handred  years.  The  u 

xtwas  (f)  A.  D.  30 6.  foon  alter 
5)  hich Conflantttts chlorui  (the  Father 
great  Con  Jlantint )  died  at  7ork^  in 
ngland  ( then  called  Britain.')  The  b!a- 
ng  Star  was  attended  with  the  moll 
oody  and  cruel  Perfection  that  ever 
as,  viz.  that  under  Dioclcfian ,  who 
;ci  *pcd  he  had  (accordiig  to  his  defign) 
ftroyed  all  that  did  bear  the  Name  of 
nrift  throughout  the  Earth.  This 
rardid  Miktius  his  Schifm  happen. 

;ithin  a  few  years  Aritts  began  to  dif- 
.h  Tvnate  his  Peftiferous  Doftrine,  and 
onatifrac  put  the  African  Churches 
:o  an  unhappy  Blaze.' 

AD.  523.  A  Comet  appeared  (/)  .  , 

ihcfiRnof  Vno.  After  which  the  r. 

■tan  Heretic  prevailed  exceedingly,  fo  3<5$>.  /uft.  &c. 
at  the  Chriftian  world  (  as  fereme 
caks)  fighed  tofeeitfelf  become  an 
The  memorable  wars  between 


tan. 


r.fiantine  and  Ltcinins  hapned  about 
'flat  time,  which  iflued  in  wonderful 

changes 
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changes  ,  the  whole  Empire  being  tar; 
ed  upfide  down.  The  marvellous  thing 
fpokenof  in  the  twelfth  Chapter  of  tl 
Revelation  were  now  accomplifhed. 

A.  D.  337.  A  fiupendeus  Come 
anal  terrible  to  behold,  was  fecn  in  tl 
fign  of  Aries  (g  )  continuing  for  tl 
jgOrofiusL.  fpace  of  fix  Moncths;  Immediate 
C.19*  ,  after  which  followed  the  death  of  Co 

aBSS»®  fenamed  the  gre.t,  who) 

death  made  way  for  great  Diviuons ; 
the  Roman  Empire,  and  infinite  miferif 
upon  all  Chriftendome.  His  Son  Co;,, 
fiantius  being  an  Ariax,  quickly  br 
came  a  Ferfccutor.  , 

AO.  363.  A  Blazing  Star  (h)  m 
h  Eckftormius  feen  and  that  not  only  in  the  night  bij 
txAmmiano  jn  the  tjtne.  This  was  attend^ 

D/thriiliani  with  IM*n  the  Apoftste  his  war  again 
Heveiias  the  Pirfians,  and  with  the_prod/giott 
death  of  that  great  Apoftate*  Abo( 
two  years  after  that,  another  Conn, 
was  fecn  in  Aries ,  continuing  elevt 
weeks,  A  moft  prodigious  £arth 
quake  followed  (i)  which  was  perceive 
*Aln.  Hiftorians  affirm  )  in  all  parts  < 

p.2165  the  world.  The  like  to  this  isartf 
Calvifius  is  quake  was  never  known.  The  waves  t 
Chrond.  the  Sea  were  rouhd  out  of  their  chand 
and  Ships  kft  hanging  on  the  tops  c 

Ebuii 
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mfcs^  &  a  fearful-inundation,  fo  than 
ny  Cities,  and  innumerable  Souls  pe- 
hed  by  thofe  Calamities.  Many 
rfons  about  Conftantinople  werekil- 
1  by  an  Hail-ftorm.  The  M&ct da¬ 
rn  Hercfk  caufcd  great  troubles  and 
lurbances  in  the  Church  of  Chrifl.- 
\elervs  attempted  to  rebuild  a  Ttm- 
at  Jernfalem ,  but  fire  came  from 
taven ,  and  utterly  confumed  their 
mndation.  The  cruel  Pcrfccution 
frder  Valen $  began  the  next  year,fio 
at  the  Church  ftas  in  great  danger  of 
:ing  carried  away  by  that  flood,  as 
hn  foretold  in  the  Revel.  Ch.  12.15. 

D  3  8  3  ■  (or  as  forac  Hiftorians  AD.  tRcdrate.  ' 
p3)  A  Comet  was  feen  of  that lort  Aifldhl 

hich  is  called  ({)  Xipkias  in  refpedof 
s  appearing  like  a  Sword,  bigger  and  r-  Kicepi.z; 
gher  then  the  Morning  Star,  which  12, C.  33.3$. 
as  then  where  this  Comet  appeared, 
run  Libra-)  continuing  for  the  ipacc  of 
)ur  Months,  viz.  from  the  beginning 
if  Aftcj  to  September.  Its  motion  was 
awards  Vrfa  Aiajot\  in  the  midft  of 
hich  Conflcllation  it  difappeared, 

'his  was  looked  upon  as  portentous  of 
lugenim  his  Ir.vaficn.  The  Battle 
mght  between  Tktodofius  &  Eugtmus 
us  a  very  memorable  Providence, 

in  af  much 
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Tom.  i.  P.6 1 9 
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inafmuch  as  upon  T htodojius  his  Pra^i 
dr s,  God  fent  a  Stqrra  which  beat  bai 
the  Arrows  of  the  Enemy  into  thei 
own  faces,  the  Stars  in  their  courf 
fighting  again#  them.  Some  mcnticl 
PaltntinUns  flrangulation,  and  a  pul  rl 
digious  overflowing  of  the  River  NiliV 
as  direful  consequents  of  this  Cornet 
The  Htlvidians ,  PrifciBianif}s>  and  ini 
thcr  Hereticks  who  caufed  great  trofi 
blcs  among#  Chriftians  began  thn 
Year.  4‘"  ' '  v'ibd 

A.D.  380.  A  Biasing  Star  appeared 
from  the  North,  being  in  the  fign 
Gtminiy continuing  for  twenty  dayes.  (ife 
Jts  Magnitude  and  brightnefs  equal  tefo 
Lucifer .  In  form  like  unto  a  Pillaijl 
Prcclat  obferved  this  Comet  to  hi 
higher  then  the  Planet  Juyitir.  Of 
remarkable  event  which  hapned  aft(> 
it,  was,  a  moft  prodigious  Hail  ftori! 
continuing  without  int  ermiffion  for  tw' 
dayes  together.  Great  Commotioil 
and  changes  in  France  by  reafon  d 
Aiareomtrs  invaflon  hapned  not  Ion^ 
after  this .  Aifo  wars  between  Thtodt 
fiujand  Maximus.  -  I 

A.D.  402.  (  circiter  )  (w)Anci 
cecding  bright  Comet  in  form  likejf 
Sword  was  fecn,  *  After  this  Gain* 

mad 
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tdean  attempt  upon  Conftantinoplel 
licut  waging  war  with  the  Getksy 
-rcame  them.  The  Emperour  Ar - 
lifts  died.  An  Army  confifting  of 
lefs  thfcn  two  hundred  thoiifand 
rbarians  under  Radagifo  made  a 
rful  irruption  upon  the  Roman  Em- 
c.  Now  was  the  fir/I-  Trumpet 
hich  lo'nn  (peak;  of  in  the  Apocalyps) 
irided.  Thefe  terrible  fhakingsin 
Roman  £mpirc  being  fitly  fet  forth 
that  of  a  ftonm  of  Hail,  and  Fire, 
1  Blood,  Rtv.2  7.  as  Mr.  Mede  in- 


preteth.  A  great  Pcrfccution  was  ,j 

fed  againft  the  Chriftians  in  Perfi a. 
o  the  Perfecution  railed  by  the  Do- 
i(is  in  Africa ,  was  within  a  year 
two  of  this  time. 

A.D.  40?  I  here  was  an  amazing 
tip  ft  of  the  Sun,  fo  that  the  Stars 
re  feen  in  the  day  time.  This  was 
rnded  with  a  fearful  Comet  appear- 
like  a  Sword  in  the  Ggn  of  Virgo, 
blazing  for  thefpacc  of  four  months  aNicffpb.O^ 
Z,  lunt ,  July,  AHguft,  September.}  13.C.36.  Aft 
e  great  eft  Calamities  followed  that  * 

1  been  heard  of  in  the  World.  All 
rope,  a  great  part  of  Ajia.  and  Afxr- 
■  was  overwhelmed  with  Judgments. 

I'ore  Drought, and  Famine  and  Pefti- 

lcn;c, 
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fence,  and  wars  amongfl  the  Nati 


fwept  away  an  infinite  number  of  Ml 
Rente  was  taken  by  Alt* tens  the  Gal 
tffho  fet  up  whom  be  pleafecl  as  Erap 
roor  there.  Now  dial  the  fccond  A 
gel  found  the  Trumpet,  and  the  Rom 
.Empire  fuffer  a  violent  death,  and*! 
therefore  refembled  unto  a  Ska  m 
bloody  by  the  fall  of  a  great  APemtain  « 
in  aflame,  as  the  forementioned  gr<i  i 
Interpreter  doth  expound,  Rev.  8.8. 


#HerlicIcr. 

Aliledius, 

alii. 


A.D.  418.  A  Comet  was  feen  \ 
Zibra^in  the  Moneth  of  September.  ( 


Great  Sedition  and  Commotions 
lowed  throughout  Italy,  and  in  Spa\{) 
The  Africans  prepared  a  formidab  / 
Fleet  and  marched  towards  Rome.  Nl 
long  after  this,  Famous  Uhrom  die  ( 
The  Pefiilent  Herefic  of  VtlagUt  0 
cafioned  much  trouble  in  the  Chu 


ches. 


A.D.  423.  An  horrible  Comet  w>« 


Schoffcro.  feenfljmiag:  (p)  Immediately  upc 


which  the  Empcrour  Honorius  die 
Caftirtus  with  an  Army  cometh  upc 
th tVandals  and  raaketh  great  fljug 
ter  in  Spain.  The  Scots  and  Pit 
grievoufly  infeft  the  Britain s. 


A.l 


Cette ernwg  Comets} 

This  Year  upon  a  great 
Pclipfe  of  the  Moon,  a  Comet  appear- 
pd,  ( q  )  after  which  Prodigious  (how- 
:rs  of  Blood  were  rained  down  upon  fWgfcy 
Tnohus  in  France  for  a  whole  day  to¬ 
gether.,  A  terrible  Perfection  was 
aifed  againft  the  profeflbrs  of  the 
ruth  in  Africayky  GenfericUs.  Thto - 
ioricui  the  King  of  the  Vtfigeths  war¬ 
ring  againft  Attila ,  was  {lain. 

»•  _  +  .  ^  .!  « 

A.D.  448.  A  Comet  was  feen  in 
the  fign  of  Lee ,  continuing  many  dayes. 
r  f )  There  followed  a  Prodigious  r  Herlidus 
£arth  quake  in  the  Eaft.  Attila  op-  Eckftormiu$ 
jreffed  and  deftroyed  a  great  part  of 
Italy.  The  Venetians  periled  by  a 
Flood.  The  Eutichean  Herefic  began 
to  prevail, 

A.D.  454.  ( clrclttr )  There  were 
divers  appearances  of  a  Blazing  Star 
which  was  attended  with  iTarth-  s  sigebertus 
quakes.  (c)  The  Emperour  died.  punccius,  AT*! 
Attila  after  he  had  deftroyed  fevenry  fled. 

Cities  in  the  Eafty  and  conquered  the 
Northern  parts,  came  with  five  hun. 
dred  thoufand  Souldicrs,  and  making 
fearful  Devaluations  in  Germany,  was 
ihimfelf  (lain  in  a  bloody  Battle  with 

A.ttus. 
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Mint.  Rome  was  taken  and  fpoilt 
by  Gtnfericut. 


J  *  ■  Hiftorians  make  mention  of  two 
f.kavater,  Zy-  ther  Comets  obferved  in  this  Ccnturi 
cofthenes,  Al-  The  one  ( t )  A.D.  450.  which  was  foi, 
Itedius,  lowed  with  a  fore  Pc  ft  amongft  mifl 
fable  Mortals.  The  other  A.D.  48 
After  which  great  troubles  were  raifi 
by  Arlan  Hcrcticks.  Gnudamond  t,l 
King  of  the  Vandals  became  the 
thour  of  a  great  Perfection. 


m 
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f  Comets  which  appeared  between  the  "Tear  56 q 
and  icoo,  with  fome  remarkable  Events. 

\  D.  5  r9.  A  Bearded  Comet  appeared  26 
dayes,  in  the  Eaft,  pointing  weftward.  (  u  ) 
ftcr  which  there  was  a  wonderful  Earth  quake, 
hereby  many  (  not  only  perfons  but)  whoic  Ci-, 
psperithcd. 

a.  D.  533.  A  formidable  Comet  appeared 
the  Mo  net  h  of  December,  in  the  fign  ot  Sagit- 
rius .  (w)This  was  followed  wich  an  Earth- 
jakc.  A  popular  tumult  in  Conftaxttneple.  A 
ague  at  Antioch  and  in  other  places.  The  Huns 
uic  troubles  in  Europe. 

A.D.  541.  A  notable  Comet  appeared  on 
after  Day •  (*)  Ihcrc  followed  an  univerfai 

irth  quake  in  the  which  Epidamon,  Corinth  and 
n*z.trbum,<\ id  above  other  places  fuffer  damage. 
'ot Has  overcame  Demetrius  in  a  Sea-fight,  took 
vcral  Cities  and  Countries.  The  memorable 
anges  wherein  Belt/ anus  was  concerned,  h*p- 
d  about  this  timfc.  Tottla  the  King  of  th €  Goths 
is  called  Flagellum  dci  Gods  Scourge.  He  rai- 
J  a  cruel  Perfecution  againft  the  Chriftians 
]ich  were  at  this  time  in  Italy. 

4  CalvifiusexCcdreno,  Aided,  w  Calvilius  Prjetorius*' 
led.  x  Lycodhenes,  Rockeiibachius, 

£  A,  th 
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A  D.  55^  A  Comet  in  tbe  form  of  a  LafiL 
or  Spear  was  feen  in  the  North,  pointing  WdtJ 
ward.  (»)  After  which' jfrme  was  taken  by  7 1  j 
iiU.  The  Buns  wafted  Francia  and  Thuringia  , 
A.D.  586.  A  Comet  appeared  (ora  Monet; 
is  obferved,  that  this  Comet  was  attend^ 
with  the  death  of  many  Princes.  And  the  W;; 
between  Mauritius  and  the  Persians.  Alfo,  i;? 
fearful  inundation,aiid  the  Plague  in  Italy  hapnr 

not  long  after.  #  J 

A.D.  5  94.  A  formidable  Blazing  Star  appeal 
ed  tri  faiwarj,  for  a  Moneth  together,  and  wl 
feen  both  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening.  (4 
After  this,  Italy  was  affii&cd  wi  h  Armies  l 
Locufls.  A  lore  Drought,  famine,  and  t' 
Sword  were  the  woful  attendants  of  this  Pr 

disie.  j  i 

A.D.  600.  ( dreiter )  A  Comet  Horrcndo 


to  behold,  appeared  fix  Moncths  together.  ( 

.  t  r»  _ ^  K  <ri  *h  a  U  *1  n  An 
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>1/  uw  Uv I  »*  j  **  r  r  ^ "  •*  or  ^  ' 

Mauritius  ( the  Emperour)  was  by  the  Bifhops 
Homes  inftigation  Murdered  by  ^hocas.  GrC 
contentions  were  kindled  between  the  Bifhops  f 
Rome  and  Conflantinople.  The  former,  was  no 
declared  to  be  the  univerfal  head  of  the  Chun 
Ever  fiace  this  time  the  Bifhops  of  Rome  B| 


y  Funccius.  Praetorius.  Alftedius  babet  Annum  $<,0 
I  avater.  Rockenbacbius.  Fafcic  ttmfonm.  AHtedius  o 
bibent  annum.  ^ 9  *  Diac.  L-4.C.4-Uvater  AIRedius.  b 
cepborus,  Z,  18  .  C.  35.  Rockenbachius.  Alltedius. 


be 


j.  Co  veer  mint?  Comets', 

!)ecn  no  better  then  Biasing  Stars.  Four  Years 
after  (c  >this,  ano;her  Comrt  was  feen  in  the 
Moneths  of  April  and  again  in  November 

&  December ,  f  Not  long  after  which  Cofroes  tic 
King  of  Perfi*  grievoufly  inftftrd  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire,  He  delivered  ninety  thoufand  Chrifti„ns 
anto  the  hanas  of  the  fms,  to  be  by  them  with 
wicked  hands  fla in  and  murdered.  »  \ 

A.D.  623.  Another  Comet  appeared.  About 
fchis  time  f  Mahomet  began  to  diffufe  his  peftife- 
rous  Do&rine.  He  had  apoftate  to 

help  him  in  compobog  his  diabolical  Religion 
whereby  much  of  that  part  of  the  World,  which 
h^d  been  cnlightncd, with  the  Sun  ofbRigbtec'ufv 
ntis:  was  overwhelmed  again  with  the  dav  tnefs 
of  Infidelity.  He  is  therefore  fitly  i'et  forth  inrhe*- 
pocApfe, by  the  type  of  a  Star  pf-.ng  to  the  Earth, 
&  a  (moke  arifi  g  therefrom,  whereby  the  Sun  & 
she  Air  was  darkened  ^  And  it  is  no;  to  be  r/on- 
dred  at,  if  fo  great  a  plague  to  the  World  as 
Mahometifm ,  is,  was  preceded  and  attended 
with  Blazing  Stars,  as  in  the  after  Relations  will 
appear.  Never  was  the  . dominion  0f  any  Na- 
ion  1  pread  (o  far,  and  in  lo  fhort  a  time  as  thae 
sf  the  Sarazem.  In  the  (pace  of  about  four- 
core  Years  there  was  added  to  the  Diabolical 

c  4vcofIhenes.  +  viz.  Anno.tfio.  utkabet  Aided.  fsChro- 
101  +  Calvifius,  Hevelius,  V  alii  in  mum  6i<. 

Mte  Loinotm  trunjfonerc  videniur. 

£  Z  Kin#; 
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Kirgdome  of  Mubcmtt ,  PaUJiiaa,  Syria,  both 
altnoft  all  the  leffer  ftr/-, /W>*, 
£«id(,  N«msdia,  all  Barb  ary,  Firing*!,  Span,  a 
great  part  of  as  alfo  Sici,,  Candy,  Cpm,, 

L  Though  many  of  theft  p'aces  were  not  fub- 
treated  to  Makrn",  until  the  neat  Century.  In 
a  word,  the  Saravnt  are  not  without  reafon 

thought  to  be  intended  by  the  firft  Trnwt, 

(A)  Prophcficd  of  in  the  Htvilausn.  Thole, 
tormenting  Scorpions  proved  a  bitter  Plague  W 
the  Chriftian  World,  more  efpeciaUy  for  the 
(pace  of  five  prophetical  Moncths  (4.  '■  >5  h 
Years;)  and  the  times  were  then  lo  wo.ul,  as  that 
m,r.  a, a ,«  tboft  dayes  fuk,Dtath,  bat  cmla  not  find 

^D9 1 J  A  Blazing  Star  in  form  of  a  Sword: 
(landing  towards  the  South  ;PP“red  ora 
Moneth.  (r)  This  was  attended  with  an  Earii, 
quake  for  thirty  dayes  toge  hcr.  About  thi* 
time  the  Sarahs  fobjugated  Jerufdmy 

C"S'\*X).  676.  (  Circiter )  A  Comet  was  fecjJ. 
divers  times.  (/)  Once  it  appeared  for  thre. 
Montths  together,  being  (cenin  the  Morning  n 
rifing  in  the  Erf.  In  appearance  liki 
^nfo  a  flaming  Pillar.  The  PUgu.  ^d  Fag 

followed,  alio  a  great  Drought,  fo  that  it  rainei 


' 


Medc  *  Funccius,  lavater.  Aided,  | 

rd>.rt.  /  Sigeber *,.#$  Effa  ^ 
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hot  (|)  in  Come  places  for  the  fpacc  of  threeyears 
togcchcr,  The  Sarazens  came  with  a  great  fleet 
into  Siciljy  and  brake  in  upon  the  Roman  Empire 
like  a  flood.  Pope  'Donas  died  this  year.t 
A  D.  684*  A  Comet  was  feen  in  the 
Moncths  of  December^  January,  and  February, 
It  was  ofofcrved  in  the  day  time  as  well  as  in  the 
night,  near  the  feven  Stars,  fhining  with  a  dim, 
iight  not  unlike  to  thie  of  the  Moon  when  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  thin  Cloud.  (Jo)  After  this,  moft  hor¬ 
rible  Thander  ftorms.  Plagues,  Famine,  and 
Floods  followed,  to  the  amazing  ruinc  of  mortals. 
Alfe  the  direful  flames  of  Vtfuvius ,  brake  forth 
to  the  no  fmall  terrour  and  confufion  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty  adjacent. 

A.D.  729.  Some  (*)  write  of  two  Comets 
appearing  this  year  at  the  fame  time,  viz.,  in  the 
Moncthof  January.  The  one  in  the  Morning 
before  the  Sun,  the  other  in  the  evening  after  Sun 
et.  But  others  do  more  probably  conceive  that 
>y  rcafon  of  its  great  declination,  the  fame  Co- 
net  appeared  both  in  the  morning  and  in  the 
vening,  (^)  A  terrible  Plague  followed  in  ma- 
y  places,  efpecially  at  Gonftantinoyle  in  ivhich  Oi¬ 
ly  three  hundred  thoufand  were  fwept  away  by 
iat  Bcfom  of  Deftrudtion.  The  Saraztns  in- 

g  Bellarmine  Ckronol.  in  Anno  678.  Alfiedius  Chron. 
*t;.  49*  ®  in  Enc)  eloped.  P.2 1 7 1 .  b  Platina  in  vita  Bene- 
\lti.  Lavater,  Allied,  Ricciolus.  i  Lycolthenes,  Lavater 
almerius,  Alftedias.  £  Ricciolus,  Appianos,Cf4/». 
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jfW-d  Rome  it  fe!f.  4  Woful  Tumults  and 
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Schists  were  among!*  profefftd  Chribians  abcu^ 
the  wou^ipping  of  images.  Nor  long  after  this 
the  Chrism  under  the  concha  of  c^{* 
A4*rt&  flew  above  three  hundred  thonfand  d*. 

1  aD  745.  A  Comet  appeared  in  the  latter 
Shcl-oii  -his  year.'  (//Various  Diferfe. and  much 
Sickncfs  was  obferved to  follow,  m  fpectal  a 
Plariirof  three  years  continuance  mueribly  c!e-, . 
populated  £«>/;>  the  MtdlttrtacM  JfUndi,  and  ® 

A.D  763.  A  Blazing  Star  appeared  for  he  t 
fpace  of  tendayesinthe  Eaft.  (w)  After  that II 
in  the  Weft  twenty  one  dares.  Another  Comet* 
was  fecn  about  two  yea  rs  after  this;  Remarkable* 
Events  attcndmgthefe  Prodigies, were, the T»rtj 
breakinginupon  A*mtntA  ;  an  intolerable  cod*, 
Win  er  and  after  that  as  fiery  a  Summer,  and  a 
ycry  afflictive  Drought. 

A  D  814.  A  moft  Grange  kind  of  Come*£ 
was  obferved  in  the  Moncth  of  November.  (nh 
Both  the  Light  and  the  Figureof  ic  was  amazing] 
to  beheld,  it  appeared  like  two  Moons  meeting 


4-  Hofpinian  de  Origite  imag'mm  V.  e>9*’y  •  Morde  ns  Geo  • 
araphv,  P.  «.j  Funccius,  Hevelips,  Alhed,  prartorws.  » 
Ecelef,  Cent.  8.  Cap.  23.  »  Qwtmm  Append 
Ghwk  Niceph.  P.54.  Allied.  vj 
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pd  departing,  and  fometiraes  like  a  Man  without 
nHead  The  principal  Event  attending  r is 
’rodigy  was  the  death  ol  Charles  the  Great.  I  he 
^mperour  himteif  wasaftonifhed  at  this  Comet, 
if  we  may  c*dl  it  a  Comet )  fuppofing  it  to  pot- 
end  his  own  Death,  and  great  changes  to  follow 
n  his  Dominions. 

A.D.  857.  A  Comet  (0) appeared  in hqril  m 
he  (ign  of  f  trgO)  and  in  1  he  (pace  of  25  dayes 
)aflcd  through  Leo,  Cancer  ^  and  Gemini ,  until  it 
rarac  into  the  head  of  7  anrusy  and  thirc  difap- 
jeared  under  the  feet  of  Auriga*  The  next  year 
nother  (or  the  fame  again)  Comet  appeared 
n  AutumB,  in  Libra ,  it  was  leen  in  the  morning  . 
before  Sun  rife,  and  of  an  horrendous  afpett. 
The  Spring  following  another  (  or  the  fame  Co¬ 
met  )  appeared  in  Aries,  it  was  feen  in  the  E- 
yening.  .  „ 

A.  D.  842.  A  Comet  was  obferved  in  Aqm ¥3 
Hus.  (  p  ) 

A.D.  844.  A  Comet  was  obferved  by  Mu* 
mafar  to  be  above  Venus.  As  for  the  remarkable 
Events  attending  thefe  Comets,  thus  frequently 
appearing  in  fo  fbort  a  fpace,  there  are  many 
memorable  paflages  noted  by  Hiftorians  as  hap- 
oing  about  this  time,  e  g.  The  death  of  the 
Empcrour  Ludovicus  Pius ,  and  of  Pipits  King  of 

0  Calvifius,  Hevelius.  p  Funccius,  Eckftornniis.  Car- 
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Trance.  The  Saracens  came  upon  7^/j  like  al 
flood.  n6t  leaving  iJowMt  left  untouched  -  many; 
of  them  perifhed  in  the  waters  as  they  returned 
into  Africa.  (  q  )  An  unha  ppy  War  brake  out 
between  Lotharms  and  his  two  Brethren  Lewis > 
apd  Charles.  A  mighty  Army  was  brought  in-) 
£0  the  Field j  Lotharios  was  wor fled.  The  greats 
eft  par$  of  the  Nobility  and  Flower  of  the  French  , 
Nation  was  flain.  *  Not  long  after  this  in  Ger-% 
many*  Famine  prevailed  fo  as  that  the  Parents  did 
?at  their  own  Chilurcns  and  fometimes  Children  ■ 
their  Farentf.  ij 

A.D.  86§,  A  Comet  appeared  (r)  which-] 
.was  attended  with  a  great  Earth-quake.  The  t, 
pext  yea?  the  Emperour  Lot  harms  died.  The*j 
Dunes  cruelly  warted  fo  did  the  Slavi 

do  in  Batavia  at  the  fame  time.  Michael  the  n 
Emperour  of  the  Eaft,  was  deprived  of  the  ufe| 
of  his  reafon>  one  of  the  meaneft  of  his  Servants  | 
filled  him,  and  became^n  Emperour,  between  m 
whom  and  the  sara^tns  there  were  great  conflicts.  | 
^he  Greek,  and  Latint  Churches  were  at  variance*  n 
and  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople  was  dcpofed.l 
AD.  874.  A  Blazing  Star  with  long  and  fiery  f; 
Beams  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  April*  conti- 1 
nuing  for  a  Moneth,  being  fcen  in  the  day  as  well  & 
as  in  the  night  (i)  The  next  year  a  Comet  whefe 

q  Imperial  fliftery,  *  Aided  Chronol  Cap  2<$.  r  La-1: 
vat'er.  Allied  C?  alii,  s  Hetfor Boethius  L.  10.  F0I.208, i) 
AUledius,  Rockenbachius  a  iii  bdm  Annum  87  6. 
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olouf  was  more  red  then  ufeth  to  be,  the  tail 
erv  long,  was  (cen  in  the  Mone  h  of  June.  The 
Uagur  and  Famine  followed.  The  cruel  Duties 
naclc  rriore  fearful  (laughters  in  England,  until 
ey  got  the  Land  into  their  pofteffton  Ethus 
eKi  gof  S cotland,  and  the  Emperour  Levris 
le  fecond  died  this  year.  The  G-mans  invade 
ranee  with  an  Army.  Italy  was  again  forely  af- 
fled  with  the  S arazens.  » 

A  D.  882.  A  Comet  with  a  long  tail  was  fecn 
I  the  Montth  of  January  (t)  within  a  few  dayes 
ter  which  Lewis  the  King  of  Germany  died,  al- 
the  King  of  France  died  that  year.  The  Nor¬ 
ms  fell  upon  Germany ,  and  burned  the  famous 
ity  of  Trtvirs .  There  was  this  year  an  attempt 
»  poyfon  the  Pope  (  John  the  8*6.)  but  the  poy- 
n  not  being  ftrong  enough, one  took  an  hammer 
id  knocked  out  his  brains. 

A  D.  902,  A  Comet  appeared  in  the  moncth 
May,  for  forty  dayes  («J  The  Hungarians 
!  with  a  great  Army  upon  Italy ,  deftroying  fa- 
ous  (  itics.  And  in  Lombardy  they  laid  all  wafie 
Irfore  them.  The  S arat-ens  fpoiled  Greece ,  and 
e  (lands  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Zewi’rthe 
rg  of  the  Longobards  being  taken  Prifoncr  by 
I? rtngerius  (  the  Popes  Emptrour)  had  his  eyes 
rout.  Soon  after  this  D>naldus  the  King  of 
eland  died. 

Calvifius,  Lycofthenes,  AlRedias.  u  AUledius  hxbci 
m  900 , alii  vsro  annum  9041  Calvifius, 
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A.D.  912:  A  red  fiery  Comet  appeared  j 
Cfec  fign  of  Capricorn .  (w)  After  this  the  Hui 

variant  caufcd  woful  Dclolations  in  German 
There  was  alfo  a  great  inundation  of  Waters  i 
S axonj.  The  Emperour  Lewis  the  ferond  bavin 
all  fuccefs  in  his  Wars,  died  with  grief,  Ahxxnai 
the  Emperour  of  the  Eaft,  was  taken  ill  as  he  w« 
playing  at  Ball  *  the  next  day  Bktod  ifiuing  oiJ 
of  all  parts  of  his  Body  died.  A*afta(ius  th 
Pope,  and  Abdd  the  S araz.cn  King  died  this  ye^ 
alfo. 

A.D,  942:  A  Comet  appeared  in  the  Monet 
of  November  continuing  for  about  fourteen  dayc 
(*)  There  followed  Civil  Wars  in  Italy  A  gre; 
Sedition  and  Rebellion  in  France,  The  Tur) 
invaded  Tiorace .  Conjiantine  the  King  of  Sco 
land  betook  himfeif  t©  a  Monaftary.  There  w 
great  Mortality  of  all  forts  of  living  Creature 
and  fome  parts  of  the  World  were  afflicted  wit 
a  fore  Famine. 

A.D*  944.  A  Comet  appeared  which  vr 
of  marvellous  magnitude  near  Cajfiopaa*  wi 
fiery  Beams  ifiuing  from  it.  (7)  The  Plage 
Floods,  and  Famine  followed. 

A.D.  975.  Afiery  Blazing  Star  was  feen  j 
the  Mcncch  of  Angnfi^  continuing  for  eigf 
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to  Lycofthenes,  Hermannus.  Quidm  hxbent  amt 
908.  Mizaldus  habet  annum  913.  x  EckOormius,  Alftedi 
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ineths  together,  (z)  The  Emperour  Otto } 
evoufly  wafted  Bohemia ,  which  injuries  were 
/enged  by  the  Duke  of  Bavaria.  Zirmfcas 
Emperour  w  as  peyfoned.  Ctslinus  the  King 
bcotUnd,  AOoaca  the  King  of  Corduba  in  Spans 
cd 

A.D.  0S4.  A  Blazing  Star  was  feen.  (a)  An 
rth  quake,  Wars*  Plague,  Famine  followed. 
Lc  Emperour  and  the  Pope  died.  ' 

,  _ _ _  -  . .  —  ■  1  .  ,r-»> 
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r  Continuance  of  the  Hiftory  of  Comets^  mth 
the  Events  attending  them  unto  the  Tear  12OG. 


A  D  1000.  An  horrendous  Comet  was  fcch 
A  appearing  in  the  Moncth  of  December,  a- 
Dut  gth  P  M-  (I)  There  followed  a  moft  terri- 
|e  Earth  quake.  And  great  Wars  between  the 
mperour  of  Ctshfl antinopte  and  the  Bulgarians* 
cto  the  Emperour  killed  crtfcentius  who  was  then 
ic  principal  man  in  civil  power  at  Rome,  whofc 
Vicow  gave  the  fmperour  a  pair  of  Gloves  in- 
;&cd  with  Poylon,  which  proved  his  Death* 
•kfard  the  Duke  of  Saxor.y  put  in  for  the  Itnpe- 
ial  Crown,  but  he  was  refilled  fey  the  States  of 

z  Calvifius.  a  Lvcofthcnes.  Alftedius.  b  Wolfios  tf, 
hmoh  Sax.  AUledius,  Calviflus,  Z/Iher  4c  fifth  Ecclef.  < 
;.3.  fts..  *9 


the  Empire,  baniHied.  and  the  next  year  kiile 
England  was  grievoufly  infefted  by'  the  cri 
panes.  In  S cstland  the  fifli  died  in  the  waters, 1 
as  that  they  were  in  great  multitudes  raft  up, 
the  (hoary  putrifying  and  (linking,  that  the  a1 
was  corrupted,  and  ficknefs  followed.  Alfo' 
grievous  Famine  attended  this  Comet,  and  a  pr! 
digious  Drought,  fo  as  that  both  Men  and  Catt 
died  of  third,  moft  of  the  great  Rivers  in  Euro 
might  be  waded  over.  i 

A  D.  iooy .  A  Blazing  Star  horrible  to  behol1 
was  feen flaming  in  the  Heaven  in  the  (c )  Sprin 
time,  for  the  fpace  of  thirteen  dayes.  And  (  d 
again  in  OBober,  There  folio  we #!  a  moft  fearfi 
Plague  continuing  for  three  years.  In  foroe  pla  ' 
ccs  whiled  the  living  were  burying  the  dead,  the; 
drew  their  laft  breath,  and  were  thrown  into  th; 
Grave  w  th  thole  whom  they  intended  to  Jeav 
there.  Many  whole  Cities  were  utterly  laid  wal1 
thereby.  And  the  Villages  were  emptied  o 
their  Inhabitants,  fo  as  that  the  Cattle  belonging 
to  them  had  none  to  own  them  or  look  after  them: 
Above  half  the  Inhabitants  of  Germany  were  fwepi 
away  with  that  Bcfom  of  Dtftruftion.  A  Wai 
alfo  between  the  ^mperour  of  Germany  and  the! 
F  danders  followed  this  Comet.  The  Duke  of 
Lorain  (  who  was  the  laft  of  Carolus  Magnus  his 


5/ 


jli 


t  Praetorius,  d  tycofthenes,  Sigebertus, 
Vifius. 
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leriiy  )  died.  Baldwin  tbe  M  it  \  of  Flanders 
)k  up  arms  againft  his  Uncle  Godfrid  Duke  csf 
■^wwhom  the  Erapcrourfud  conflituted  Suc- 
Tour  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain .  About  this  time 
:re  were  great  tumults  and  blood  fhed  in  Gtr- 
»j,  occafioned  by  the  Emperours  impofing 
eingardus  as  Archbifhop  of  Triers ,  wheuas 
dbtr  was  before  chofen,  and  the  Duke  of  Bava- 
ingaged  in  his  quarrel  againft  the  i-mperour. 
A  D.  too*.  A  Southern  Comet  terrible  to 
hold  was  fecn  in  the  latter  end  of  ( e ) 

i  unhappy  Civil  iA'ar in  Germany  followed.  In 
e  Moncth  of  ^ugu/f,  a  great  fleet  of  D  ines  lan- 
d  in  Erglandy  and  cruelly  deftroyed  the  Inhabi- 
lts  of  the  Sea  coaft.  This  year  alfo  Pope  ?ohn 
defeended  to  his  own  place,  whofe  SuccefTors 
me  was  *  Peter  Hogs  Snout ,  being  afhamed  of 
» Swinifh  Name  (  though  not  oi  his  Swinifh  na- 
rc )  he  called  himfelf  Sergius  j  ever  fince 
ich,  it  hath  been  the  fafhion  for  thofe  that  ar- 
re  at  the  Popedomc  to  have  a  new  name  given 
them.  The  next  year  the  Duke  of  S axonj 
pd.  The  Saratens  dellroycd  that  moft  fump-' 
ous Church  which  the  Chriftians  had  builf  in 
rufaltw^  and  burned  down  many  Mona/I t'its 
d  Religious  Houfes.  The  Normans  made  woful 
vock  in  the  Netherlands,  burning  the  Cities  of 

r  RicciolasexCdnkw.  Hift.  Ecdef.Cent,  11.  Cap.13. 
Petrus  Mcca  Pares, 
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T hilty  Vtreffa&zc.  \The  +  Plague  fwept  awl 
multitudes  in  many  parts  of  the  World,  Ah?; 
great  Inundation  hapned,  by  reafon  whereof 
F Zanders  fotne  thoufands  were  drowned. 

A  D.  1017.  A  Comet  in  form  like  a  Be^m,  ^11 
peared  in  the  fign  of  /><?,  continuing  f  r  the  fpa  : 
of  four  Moncth?.  /(f)  This  was  attended  wi^( 
Wars  between  the  Danes  and  the  Swedes*  a1 
the  Pope  fet  the  Normans  arid  the  Greeks  tog!!; 
therby  the  ears.  ,  IheBifhopof  VtrrcJe  took  'f 
arms  againft  the  Earl  of  Holland,  The  fires  . 
Italy  were  espofed  to  great  miferies,  becaufe  ( 
Hiliorians  relatd )  they  were  feea  Mockin; 
Scourgingt  and  Crucifying  our  Lord  Cnrift  1( 
tfftpe,  Infotnepartsof  the  W7orId  the  Plagrjp 
raged,  This  year  alfo,  the  Duke  of  Auftr\ 
-  '  (lain. 


n 


died,  and  the  Duke  of  Bulgaria  was 
France  it  rained  Blood.  ...  »  T 

A.D.  IG31.  Another  Comer  apptare1! 
France  was  embroiled  in  civil  Wars,  Great  m  11 
rations  followed  in  Burgundy  y  by  reafon  of  tlf 
death  tof  their  King,  which  put  an  end  to  th  : 
Kingdomc  after  it  had  continued  for  the  fpace 
j  44  Years.  Qdo  ( the  King  of  Burgundy  his  i 
fters  Son  )  put  in  for  the  Crown,  but  Conrad  (th; 
Emperour)  waged  War  upon  the  Butgunaiaf 
anidepofed  Odo .  The  Vandals  fell  upon  the#!1 


■p  Allied  Chron.  ubideminxbiUbus  dei  &  in  encjclpp, 
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lire,  laying  waft  above  an  hundred  Villages,  and 
arrying  away  many  thoufasds  of  Captives.  The 
>ataze*j  burnt  down  many  Towns  and  Cities  int 
jria.  Alfo,with  no  lefs  then  a  thoufand  Gallics 
icy  fell  upon  the  maritime  Iflands.  (h)  It  is 
moreover  obfervable,  that  a  Flood,  and  Plague^ 
nd  Famine  did  attend  this  Blazing  Star. 

A.D.  1038,  A  Comet  was  fccn.  (£)  This 
ear  Conrad  the  Emperour  being  in  Parma,  The 
’eople  proved  tumultuous  &  feditious,  the  event 
f  which  was,  many  of  the  Citizens  were  deftroy- 
d,  and  the  City  was  burnt.  A  great  Battle  was 
ought  between  the  Emperour  of  the  Eaft,  and 
ic  Saracens,  who  having  civil  difrords  a- 
rong  thesnfelves  were  overcome,  The  King  of 
aft  ell  fubdued  the  Mores-,  whofe  King  was  killed, 
he  King  of  Hur.garta  died  this  year.  PanJ.ulpk 
qs  by  ttie  Emperour  ejefted  out  of  his  Principa- 
ty,  (7)  Tktjf atonic  a  and  other  places  were  grie* 
owfly  afflicted  with  a  Famine.  The  next  Year 
vcral  Princes  expired  3  and  the  Emperour  died 
addcnly. 

A  D.  1042.  A  Com?t  wis  feen  the  fi*th  of 
Ploher^  continuing  all  that  Moneth  with  long 
aming  Locks,  having  its  Prog' els  from  the  Eaft 
5warcis  the  Weft.  Mamatas  falling  out 

ith  the  Emperour,  fought  to  get  the  ImperiaS 

b  Aldedius.  t  D  Chriftian.  AlHedioc.  {  Calvifius, 
•Berofus.  n  Cedreaus  Lycollfaenes.  Calvifius. 
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Crown  upon  his  own  head,  for  which  end  he  be«  ^ 
took  himfclf  to  the  Bulgarians ,  and  obtained  a  • 
Viftory  over  the  Imperial  Army.  NevertheJefsJ  ■ 
he  was  himfclf  mortally  wounded,  and  loon  after. ; 
died.  Alio, the  Servians  rebelled  agamfl:  the! 
Eafterh  Empcrour,who  loft  forty  thousand  of  hii  ^ 
Souldicrs  in  endeavouring  to  fubdue  them.  It,  { 
was  in  this  year,  that  Hardecanute ,  («,)  who  tbcnj  f 
Reigned  in  England ,  after  he  had  barbaroudy/j, 
cauied  his  Brother  Harold  to  be  dug  out  of  hi|  f 
Graven  as  he  was  Fcafting,died  fuddcnly  of  ati  e 
Apoplexy.  Alfred  facetting  in  the  Kingdomc,^ 
died  within  a  few  Moneths.  JMickad  the  Empe-  , 
rourof  the  Eaf,  after  he  had  Reigned  four  ; 
Moneths  removed  his  Queen  Zoes  potting  her  iriy 
to  a  Monaftery,  whereupon  the  multitude  mad  4^ 
a  tumult,  purfuing  the  £mperour  with  ftone$,forj11( 
cing  him  to  fet  the  Queen  at  liberty,  and  thee  > 
*V  took  him  and  put  out  his  eyes,  ai  d  lent  him  away  . 

into  a  Monaftery,  and  another  perfon  marriedj^ 
'•«*-  Zoes  and  became  Emperour.  *  This  year  a  Faj^ 

^  mine  began,  which  lafted  feven  years.  .  , 

f  v.  A  D.  1058.  A  Comet  was  feen.  (?)  The  King  j 
of  Poland  died.  A  Famine  in  that  C  ountrey  fol-  . 
lowed.  Jfaacins  (y)  the  E mperour  as  be  was  go^ 
ing  by  water  to  Conflantinopiet  was  fmitccn  withy 
flalhof  Lightning, which  did  fo  aftonifh  him, as 

.  4 

0  Polydor,  Virgil.  *  Allied  Cliron.  Cap, 2$.  f  Fun c ■ 

I  dus,  Allied.  3  Calvifius.  ,  -iJ  , 
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►fiat  he  laid  down  his  Robes,  and  rcfigning  hh 
Crown  unto  one  that  was  no  way  related  to  him, 
betook  himfeif  to  a  religious  Houfc,  where  of  an 
5 mperour  he  became  a  Porter. 

,  A-D.  1066.  An  amazing  Comet  was  fech  by 
ne  whole  World.  (V)  It  appeared  fit  ft  in  the 
JcgiBnihgof  Maj,  and  continued  for  the  fpacs 

u  yy  dayes‘  ft  was  as  big  as 

he  Moon  when  at  the  full,  but  as  it  began  to  have 
ftream  that  increafing,  the  body  ol  the  Star 
ecreafed.  Authors  moreover  .  ffirm  th  t  a  o- 
hcr  Blazing  Star  (or  the  faftu  agam  ;  id  appear 
a  the  two  following  years.  (  j  A  tor 
Jle  bvents i  attending  this  Pro.1  g  7  they  were 
<7  fj  Great  Wars  in  manv  places  of  the 

'jrJc‘*  t'l*  Jn  A  fiat  between  the  Ckn[tiax$ 
lu  the  Saracens,  In  Erirppr  between  the  Frrt- 
rrour  and  the  VanUs.  The  Ki  g  of  No; , 
lt V  Choufand  Ships  invaded  England*  He 
odiy  wafled  the  Land, mtiirdcring  above  a  thoii* 
nd  of  the  Clergy,  but  was  m  Battle  overcome 
7  thc  of  E*lla*d,  aqo  fi  t  n.  in  the  latter 
d  of  the  year  William  i he  Duke  of  Normandt 
rommonly  though -improperly  called  the  Col 

’ro!ir/  c?raf  int0  England,  there  was  a  bloody 
t  tie  fought  between  him  &  H«r*ldt  then  Kin h 
England^  wherein  Hareld  was  flain,after  which 
hand  became  Subject  to  the  Normans,  Alices 

•^pondgnus,  CzJyijjuS'  s  Alfkdius. 

*  zrc.t 
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great  Drought,  Plague,  and  Famine  attends 
thele  B'azing  Stars.  4 

A.D.  .071.  An  Oriental  Comet  appeared 
the  Morning  tor  twenty  hvedayes.  (r)  The  ftrea;( 
long  and  flaming.  Great  Seditions  and  Commr  > 
tions  in  Holland  followed*  Spain  flamed  wf)  [ 
W  ar  the  three  Sons  of  Ferdinand  ftriving 
Dominion,  until  Santtius  overcame  his  two  B|  f 
thren  but  washimfelf  the  next  year  treacherous  j 
flair*  and his  Brother  Alton/us  was  brought  $$ 
of  a  Monafta^y  to  wear  a  Crown.  Xiie  S s 
rc belied.  Great  Contentions  aroie  between  tU 
•Empcrour  ana  thcPope,  until  at  laft  the  Ppj|f, 
caufed  the  imperial  Ma  jetty  to  ly  down  under  §  5 
feet.  Due  exes  (the  jEmpcrour  of  the£aft)h^ 
wars  with  the  Tur(s.  His  Army  was  bctiayy 
by  his  Son  in  Law  Andr omens,  fo  was  he  nken  ^ 
tile  Turkey  who  after  they  had  treated  him  wj!t 
great  civility,  gave  him  his.  liberty  aea^e 
but  Ayarbriicus  made  a  Priforer  of  frtjjnj 
and  caufed  his  eyes  to  be  put  out,  not  uflf,  j 
any  Medicines  for  his  healing,  fo  th  t  worms  br<u 
in  his  eye  holes,  whereby  he  died  mifer -bly.  4  ; 

The  latter  end  of  this,  apd  the  begnning  .^ 
the  ne^t  Century,  was  famous  for  the  appearanu 
of  Comets  with  an  unwonted  frequency.  F^j 
rood  («)  Hiftorians  relate  concerning  A.D.  10^ 
56  97,  9^  ■  99*  1 1 0 1 »  11 Q2-,  1  j  03 ,  i  104,  1 1 QJ:  ■; 
2  :C9,  no,  IIIT  that  a  Blazing  Star  was  fit 
t  Frxtorius,  Alfledius.  u  dluasvjdc  citftiQi  fijtwi  Hev’  ! 
Ih:  in  in  Cemetograpliia,  L  12, 
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every  one  of  thefe  years,  Jr  would  fill  a  vo- 
me  to  fpeak  particularly  and  fully  concerning 
rmiferiesof  thefe  doleful  times.  In  Syria  a 
od  hapned,  whereby  innumerable  thoufands 
•re  drowned.  Famine,  and  the  Plague  raged 
rougbout  almoft  the  whole  Earth.  In  ( w )  Gtr • 
\nj  the  Fepe  ftirred  up  the  S&xcnt  againft  their 
dul  Empcrour  Henry  V.«  There  were  no  Ids 
rn  five  bloovly  engagements,  wherein  the 
es  of  many  famous  Princes  were  loft,  and  Ri- 
sof  Blood  were  fpilt  upon  the  ground.  But 
mo  ft  remarkable  and  great  concern  attending 
fe  iterated  blazing  Stars,  was  the  Holy  War  (as 
ifeth  to  be  called  )  which  Iafted  for  many  years, 
I  proved  moft  unhappy  to  the  whole  Chriftian 
orld. 

A.D-  x  i $ 2.  A  Comet  of  horrendous  raugni- 
e  appeared  in  the  Moneth  of  Oftobcr.  ( x ) 

e  Swedes  and  Danes  revolt  from  their  irmpe- 
ir  which  cau  fed  great  troublcsand  commoH- 
in  thofc  Countries.  The  Earl  of  Holland  fal- 
£  upon  Frt/ia  made  woful  defolations  there. 
isbone  was  burnt  down  to  the  ground.  There 
*e  alfo  great  Commotions  in  Sicily  this  year. 
A.D.  1145.  A  Comet  appeared  continuing 
a  Moneth,  being  of  a  bright  and  fiery  colour. 
Which  was  attended  with  great  troubles  be¬ 
en  the  Armenians  and  t 


Allied 


T  urks. 


Haffia 


U3.  j 


ubi fupra.x  Hill.  Eccles.  Cent.  L.2.C.  i?„  Burt*. 
Eckltormius.  Paris  Hid.  Anal.  P77,  Gl.’ifiu? 


A  Difcourfe 

the  Nobles  rebelled.  Saxony  flamed  wrth  war,  ] 
Poland  the  King  and  his  Br  thren  fed  eut,  whiij , 
troubles  iflued  in  tl  at  unhappy  Princes  being  fo, . 
ced  toflyout  of  his  own  Countrey,  and  die  ^ 
exile.  It  wis  inf  his  year,  that  a  tumult  hapnc ; 
mRome^omt  body  (not  known  who  )  thre  , 
aftone,  which  h-t  the  Pope  ( Lucius  //.)  tf 
wh  ch  blow  that  Blaming  Star  died.  The  ne.’ 
year, the  new  ^ope  was  driven  from  bis  Seat  by  tf 
tumultuous  Romani*  On  the  twenty  lecona  i. 
JMay  there  was  an  e^tream  Fraft,  lo  that  boi 
Vines  and  Trees  were  killed  by  it. 

ad.  1165.  There  appeared  r\Vs  Blazh  { 
Stars  at  the  fame  time-  (A)  The  one  in  the  Siuti 
and  the  other  in  the  North.  Remarkable  even 
this  year  w*re  the  death  of  Malcom  the  King  P 
Scotland.  Troubles  and  great  Commotions  bot 
in  the  upper  and  in  the  lower  Germany.  TM 
Sulden  of  Egypt  was  murdered,  which  caufcM 
great  Commotions  in  thofe  parts  of  the  Worl<,£ 
(a)  In  Sicily  there  was  an  unexpected  inundatid0 
of  waters  for  three  dayes  together,  fo  as  tK8S 
twelve  thousand  Souls  perifhed  in  that  flood.  TP11 
next  year  was  attended  with  great  troubles  v 
Spain,  and  in  Hungaria.  Alio  Bavaria,  air 
Setevia  were  miferably  wafted.  Prefcntly  aft<: ' 
the  appearance  of  thele  Blazing  Stars  (the  v<JPj 

z  Heflor  Boethius,  Hift.  Scot.  Lib.  131  Pol.  2l<  j 
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cit  year  as  Tome  Hyfiorians  (b)  relate )  the  Pa¬ 
lis  fell  upon  the  poor  Waldenfts  with  bloody  fury 
as  that,  ere  this  Perfccution.  ended,  in  France  z- 
ne  they  barbaroufly  flew  no  lefs  then  ten  hun- 
ed.  thoufand  Souls.  It  was  was  now  manifeft 
at- the  Pope  (  fuccefiivcly  taken  )  is  the  Anti • 
ifi  i  fo  that  Darnel's  numbers  ( mentioned, 
bap.  12.  Ver.  1 1, 12,  feemthen  to  be  expired. 


CHAP.  VII. 

further  Account  of  Comets,  appearing  from  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1200.  unto  the  Year  ijto. 
with  the  mo [l  obfervable  Invents  attending  them . 

k  D.  1200.  A  Comet  appeared  in  15  of 
\S corpio.  Its  motion  was  contrary  to  the 
icr  of  thefigns  in  the  Zodiac^.  ( c )  It  was  of 
otund  figure,  and  in  magnitude  three  times 
gcr  then  the  morning  Star,  giving  as  much 
ht  as  a  fourth  part  ol  the  Moon  ufeth  to  do. 
is  year  was  attended  with  Commotions  in  Al~ 
4,  and  almofl  all  the  upper  Germany .  There 
re  alto  great  mutations  amongft  the  Vafconr, 
}fe  Kingdomc  was  fwallowed  up  and  divided 
:hc  Kings  of  Ca.fi til  and  Arr agon.  Philip  the 

b  VideMede&wowfr/s  DanielU,  P.4;,  c  Cardanus 
laly  Bvn  Rodoan.  Calviiius. 
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King  of  France  was  excommunicated  by  the  Pep 
He  at  firft  made  light  of  the  Popes  Bull,  ejea> 
the  Bilhops  who  adhered  to  the  Popes  imere< 
But  the  next  year,  being  afraid  left  the  P. 
ihould  caufe  tumults  and  miferies  in  his  Kir 
dome,  he  complied  with  him.  f  he  Bohemia 
&x\&Thuringians  had  bioudy  Contefts  the  ne 
Year. 

A  D.  12 1 1.  A  Comet  was  feen  in  the  Montf 
of  May%  near  to  the  ArEiick^  Polh  continuing  f 1 
the  fpace  of  47  dayes,  in  the  evening  the  to  J 
pointed  eaflward,  and  in  the  morning  weftwaui 
(4)  Soon  after  which  the  Tartars  ( who  were  1, 
fore  an  unknown  Fationj  made  a  doleful  irri 
tion  upon  Poland,  .The  Ruffians  coming  inJ 
their  fuccour}  were  cut  off  by  a  lamentable  flauj 
ter.  There  were  Wars  between  the  T tkk*  » 
the  Moors.  The  Sarazens  betaking  thctnfeB  t 
to  their  fhips  were  vaft  multitudes  of  thiv 
drowned.  Two  hundred  thoufand  of 


Were  flam.  The  Pofes  Thunderbolt  let  the  E 


■in 


pir’e  on  fire,  and  fa  it  did  where  a 

there  was  great  trouble  by  reaibn  of  a  Welch 
belh’on.  Moreover,  about  this  time  the  Aihlg 
(rs  were  again  prucUy  perfecutcd  and  flaughten 
by  the  blooey  Papifis. 

A.D.  1214.  (or  as  ethers  1215.)  (0  lnl 


it  Michov.  Hift.  Polori-.  Funccius.  e  Ecc 

,2 3-Cap.  13.  Epethiusj CaiVifius, 
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/Toncth  of  March  a  terrible  B'azing  Star  was 
ten  both  preceding  and  following  the.Sun  every 
(ayjyvhicfi  caufed  many  in  thofc  dayes  to  think 
hat  there  were  two  Comets  at  the  fame  time, 
his  was  attended  with  a  Perfection  in  Get  maty, 
n  Star  thorough,  eighty  perfons  were  for  their 
K.d  gion  burnt  to  death  by  the  Papifls .  A  gene- 
si  Council  fat  at  Rowe  wherein  were  412  Rifhops 
tnd  more  then  a  thoufand  of  inferioar  Clergy- 
Hen.  Whatever  the  Blazing  Star  in  the  sky  had, 
,'o  many  Blazing  ftars  being  in  Conjun&ion  at 

muff  needs  have  a  malignant  irfiuenee 
upon  the  World.  The  times  in  England  were 
now  moft  doleful  by  rcafon  of  King  John  his  ;!l 
management  of  affairs.  His  tyranny  caufed  the 
Lords  to  take  up  Arms-  to  be  avenged  on  whom, 
King  John,  Achtronta  vnovthat ,  moved  the  Pops 
to  appear  on  his  fide,  who  immediately  fees  his 
Bull  a  roaring-  Th  e  Englifh  Lords  affrighted 
with  the  btllowirgof  the  Eopt* s  Exeommuniea- 
lion,  requeft  the  King  of  France  to  come  in  to 
their  Affiftance.  lo  that  the  Land  became  a  ftjge 
of  Rapine,  blccdirg  under  the  devouring  inhe¬ 
rits  which  muft  needs  follow,  when  two  mcrcilcls 
Armies  were  in  its  bowels.  4  Several  things  ac¬ 
counted  difafirous  hapned.  •  1.  Hugh  de  Bones 
coming  to  aid  King  John  with  thrccfeorc  thoufand 
men  cut  ot  Britafn,  and  F landers ,  were  all  diown- 

f  Ses  Sr.  Richard  Bakers  Chronicle. 
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in  the  Sea,  z.  Coming  to  Walpoel  in  Ncdi, 
/tf/4,  he  was  careful  to  obtain  a  guide  to  hirafclfj 
with  fome  few,  that  he  might  go  over  the  Fords 
where  it  was  payable, but  took  no  care  of  the  mul¬ 
titude  which  followed  him,  fo  that  they  all  peri-, 
fhed  in  the  water,  which  difafter  filled  King  fehn 
with  much  anguifh  of  mind,  that  he  fell  Tick  and 
died,  f  ct  fome  write  that  he  was  poyfoned  by  a , 

the  year  after  the  Blazing  Star  laft  men-,; 
fioned  was  feen.  The  King  of  Scotland  died. ; 
The  Spaniards  flew  two  hundred  thoufand ' 
JMoors. 

A.D,  1217.  A  Southern  Comet  appeared  in 
the  latter  end  of  this  year,  a  little  after  Sun  fer.  j( 
(0  It  gradually  declined  Weftward,  In  form ij 
being  like  to  a  Broom,  reaching  almoft  to  the  ,, 
midlt  of  the  sky.  Remarkable  Events  which  fol¬ 
lowed  were  fuch  as  thefe.  Wars  between  Eh?" 
gland  and  France^  the  French  being  notably  wor¬ 
ked.  The  Rmperour  Oth  dfed.  The  King  of 
Cajltll  as  he  was  playing  at  Ball,  a  Tile  hapned  to  !. 
fall  upon  his  head,  whereby  he  was  killed.  The  ' 
S  d'cft'rqyed.  all  the  Chrifljans  in  ferhfaltm.  1 
The  next  year,  there  was  a  dreadful  inundation, fo  j 
as  that  all  Frtjia  was  overwhelmed  therewith,  and 
no  Ids  then  an  hundred  thoufand  fouls  perilhed  in 
the  waters. 

J.D.  1223,  A  terrible  Comet  appeared. 


(  Huh  Feel,  'nktfypa.  Calvifins, 
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g)  Prefcntly  after  which  the  French  King  died,' 
he  King  of  Z^w^was-treacheroufly  furpri- 
;ed  by  Suerinus.  A  great  Commotion  hapned 
n  PoUnd  fey  reafon  of  Binricus  Barbatus  his  rc- 
idlion.The  Emperour  Frederick  being  provoked 
y  the  Pope,  marched  with  an  Army  into  Italy f 
nd  had  probably  driven  the  Pope  out  of  Romr9 
iad  not  John  the  King  of  ftrufalem  inter* 
ofedand  reconciled  the  difference.  Trytbemius 
aith,  that  this  year  there  was  a  general  Murrain 
mongft  Cattle,  fo  that  a  third  part  of  them 
icd. 

AJD>  1240.  A  Comet  (h)  was  observed  near 
he  Pole,  pointing  South-caft.  It  was  flcn  in 
"tbruarj)  and  continued  fix  Moneths.  (?)  Wri- 
ersfpeak  of  another  Blazing  Star:  appearing 
he  next  year  for  thirty  dayes  together  in  Janu- 
\rj  4  of  a  direful  Afpeft.  Remarkable 
Events  were,  the  King  of  Denmark  died.  The 
~AYtars  miferably  wafted  Raffia .  They  came 
ver  the  Ice  into  Poland ,  and  got  the  vi&ory  over 
n  Army  that  was  raifed  to  oppofe  them.  From 
vhence  they  went  to  Cracovia\  and  burned  down 
11  before  them.  Alfo  in  Sittfia  and  Bohemia, 
hey  caufcd  great  dcfolations.  The  Empire  was 
utintoaftrangehurly  burly.  For  thcEmperour 
ad  no  lefs  then  feven  Armies  to  defend  himfclf. 
he  Pope  and  He  were  at  daggers  drawing*,  the 
g  Paris  Hi  ft.  Angl.  p.  Nauclerus.  h  Albertus 
Magnus  Meteor  eol.  L.i.  Traft.3.  C.^ .  Paris  vbi Jupra  p. 
{&  i  Poly  dor,  Wjif,  Lycollhenes  alii.  Pope 
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Pope  refolving  to  call  a  Council  of  fych  as  like 
him  beft,  whether  the  Eraperour  would  or  nor u 
He  ( *>.)  the  Emperour)  furprized  the  Billion 
Navy  as  they  were  tranlportine  themfdves  to  thi  \ 
Council,  funk  three  of  their  Ships,  took  twenty 
of  them,  and  theBtftiops  in  them  became  his  Prilfl 
fontrs.  The  Pope  immediately  died  with  grid 
and  vexation*  Another  remarkable  thing  wasa 
that  a  great  Mountain  in  Burgundy  was  by  atr 
Earth  quake  removed,  whereby  five  thoufandsoni 
Country  People,  living  in  the  Villages  wereovcrfB 
whelmed,  and  killed  in  a  moment.  j  [| 

A. D.  1254*  A  Comet (  k)  of  jcimenfe  magml 
nitude  appeared  for  feveral  Moneths  together;} 
There  followed  terrible  and  prodigious  Tempcffs;  j 
Wars  between  the  Gtnevexfes  and  the  VtmUns\  u 
The  crofs- bearing*  Amy  took  fuch  a  courfe  t«it 
convert  the  Ruffians  to  the  Faith,  as  was  ncveilii 
taught  them  by  Chrift  or  his  Apoftles,  for  withr 
Ere  and  fvtord  they  fell  upon  them,  and  mad<it{] 
them  promife  that  they  would  be  Chriftians.  The  -; 
Emperour  and  the  Pope  being  at  variance,  thei  t 
Emperour  died  fuddenly,  not  without  fufpicioij  j 
of  Poyfon  by  the  Popes  procurement.  The  Popej  | 
himfelf  died  within  a  year.  The  new  Pope  macleu 
a  great  diflurbance  in  Italy,  but  his  Army  was  ' 
(hamefully  overcome.  A  Rebellion  brake  forth  . 
in  Frifi*.  T  ere  were  great  troubles  and  com^ 


motions  in  Saxwty. 

^  RockenbaduKS,Alfledius,  C?  alii 
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’A.D.  1264.  A  mighty  Comet  was  feen  this 
year,  inthefignof  Taurus,  continuing  for  three 
Moneths,  viz.  from  July  to  Ottobev  7.  Its  mo¬ 
tion  was  retrograd  c.  For  at  firft  it  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  Morning  Star,  but  at  iaft  alter  ir.  (/) 
The  ft  ream  was  long  and  broad,  appearing  before 
the  body  of  the  Star  was  feen.  When  that  came 
above  the  Horizon,  it  extended  it  felf  Weflward 
over  the  one  half  of  the  Heavens.  Jtwas  obser¬ 
ved  by  the  Writers  living  in  that  age,  that  that 
Blazing  Star  difappeared  the  very  night  in  which 
the  Pope  died.  Other  Rimarkablts  attending 
this  Comet  were  thefe  *  The  Earl  of  Algiers  cid 
at  the  Popes  inftigation  remove  out  of  France^ 
and  fell  upon  Sicily,  caufingthe  King  there  to  be 
trcacheroufly  killed.  Armenia  was  all  in  a  flame, 
by  means  of  Banducar  (the  King  of  Babylon") 
his  coming  upon  them.  Httruria  was  in  an  up¬ 
roar.  Spain  was  let  upon  by  the  Sarazevs,  who 
Hew  and  were  flain  in  great  multitudes.  England 
blazed  with  Civil  Wars.  It  would  make  thisDif* 
courfe  too  voluminous,  if  we  fhould  expatiate 
particularly  up<  n  the  ftrangc  and  amazing  revo¬ 
lutions  which  hapned  there,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  World  about  this  time. 

/  pateologus,  Palmerius,  &  alii .  Wolgus  habet  annum 
1263.  A^endixad  Hill.  Matth.  Paris  P.  967.  kabet  annum 

126*5 *  hoc  anno  (ait )  atfaruit  Ccmeta  notabilis,'.ut  nul- 

]us  tunc  vivcnSf  Viderit  takm>  Zuinger  V0I.5.  Lib,  4,  Page 
1423.  Calvilius* 
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A  D;  1268.  An  horrendous  Blazing  Star  (m) 
was  feen,  which  was  attended  with  thefe  Remark- 
Mts.  The  uldan  of  v£gjpt  fell  upon  Antioch,: 
flew  no  kfs  then  feventcen  thoufand  Chriftians5 
there,  and  made  an  hundred  thoufand  of  them1 
Captives.  Mondavus  the  King  of  Portugal 
nounced  his  Chriftianity,  and  became  aprofcfled' 
Infidel,  andraifed  a  cruel  Perfecution  againft  the 
Chriftiaas.  In  Scotland  there  were  fearful  de- 
ffru&ions  made  by  horrible  winds,  which  Cardan 
thinks  were  thefpecial  evils  portended  by  this5 
Comet.  '! 

Hiftorians  (  »  )  have  noted  that  in  the  latter 
end  of  this  and  the  beginning  of  the  next  Centu- ! 
ry,  Blazing  Stars  (  fome  of  them  of  an  horren¬ 
dous  magnitude  and  direful  afped)  appeared 
every  year,  for  feven  or  eight  years  together,*/*’, 
^D.  1298,  99. 1300, 1,2,3, 4,5.  in  the  lad  of 
which  years  the  de&roying  Angel  was  let  loofe 
upon  the  World ,  the  Plague  raging  and  killing 
in  ail  Countries  and  Nations.  But  the  great  and 
ftupendous  providence  attending  thefe  Heraulds 
of  Heaven,  whereby  the  World  was  thus  loudly 
and  frequently  Alarmed,  was  the  rifing  of  the 
T urkifh  power  united  in  3nd  under  the  Ottoman /. 

-Family.-  So  that  in  thofc  dayes  the  ftcond  A-  ’; 
poca/yptical  &>o  (and  it  was  a  Wo  indeed  to  the 

m  Cardanus,  Ricciqlus,  v  guoscitat  Revtlhis  in  libre 
[up? a  laudato,  AluediUs,  "  ‘  '  'V 
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jchriftian  World  )  began  to  be.  poured  forth, 
nhe  huge  and  horrid  Armies  of  the  Z«r^/,whcre- 
Iby  Chrifter.dome  C  as  it  is  called  )  hath  been  mi- 
Iferably  wafted,  and  the  Eaftern  Churches  made 
[molt  del’olate,  arefet  forth  (0  )  in  the  Revelation^ 
by  that  of  an  Army  of  Horfcmen,  confifting  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  thoufand,  which  are  prepared 
to  kill  the  third  partof  men,  Rtv.9.i$, 16. -  Now 
was  the  time  when  this  Army  being  farnifhed 
with  Inflrumentsof  death,  out  of  whofe  mouths 
iflueth  fire  and  fmoak  and  Brimflone,  began  to  do 
their  woful  Execution. 

A.D,  13 1 3,  A  great  Northern  ( p  )  Ccmec 
appeared  fourteen  tiayes,  having  its  motion  to¬ 
wards  the  South.  The  next  year  a  (  q )  Comet 
was  feen  blazirg  in  Virgo  for  fix  Moncths  toge¬ 
ther.  And  in  the  (r)  year  after  that,  another 
Blazing  Star  appeared  in  December.  Thad.  Ha- 
gectus  (/)  writes  that  the  year  1 315.  was  attended 
with  two  Comets,  the  one  of  which  was  in  the 
jfrtticlt  Circle,  the  other  near  unto  Mars ,  and  in 
the  fame  fpherc  with  that  Planet.  Remarkable 
Events  which  attended  thefe  Blazing  Stars,  w7ere, 
the  Emperour  being  poyfoned  by  a  wicked  Aionl ^ 
a  Civil  War  broke  out  in  Germany  about  a  fuccel- 
lour  to  the  Crown,  whieh  continued  for  eight 

0  Mcde  inloeum.  p  Lycofthenes,  Funccius Buntingus 
h&bent  annum  1312,  WoliiviSjCameianus,^  alii,  r  La- 
vater,Her  licius.  s  In  fun  dtikxi  de  novflftUt)  P.  5  d  • 
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years  together,  to  the  unfpeakable  mifery  of  ths’j 
Countries  fubjeft  to  the  Emperour.  It  rained 
all  the  Summer  ( t )  long,  a  terrible  Famine  an 
Plague  followed,  fo  that  a  third  part  of  all  ere*1 
tures  living  periflied.  In  Portugal  and  the  Couif 
tries  thereabouts,  the  Famine  lafted  for  three 
years.  In  fomc  places  men  were  killed  that  o‘ 
thers  might  eat  them.  In  the  City  of  Erforl 
eight  thoufand  perfons  died  with  hunger. 

Scots  went  with  a  Fleet  into  Ireland,  wafting  th< 
Countrcy  with  fire  and  Iword.  A  difmal  blow 
was  given  to  England',  For  King  Edward  Ud! 
raifed  an  Army  confiding  of  an  hundred  thoufand  ,, 
to  fight  the  Scots,  who  not  having  half  that  numf 
ber  in  their  Army,  by  a  Stratagem  routed  chef 
Englifb  Army,  killing  an  Earl,  feveral  Lords, fever 
hundred  Knights  and  Efquircs,  and  about  fifty f 
thoufand  common  Souldiers. 

A. D.  13  37-  Two  Comets  were  fecn  tbisyear^ 
at  the  fame  time  (  »  )  one  ot  which  appeared  in:; 
the  fign  Taurus, (or  the  fpace  of  four  Moneths, 
and  before  that  was  gone,  another  was  feen, which1 1 
continued  blazing  with  the  former,  for  thre« 
Moneths.  (w)  It  was  not  a  Crinite  but  a  Bar¬ 
bate  Star.  It  was  firft  feen  in  the  feet  of  Pegafusi 
the  Coma  (  or  Beard  )  extending  it  felf  very  broad 

t  Ftmccius, Cakifius, ut Utedt  nulluto  tempusfdms  ccci- 
CVCVLLVM.  u  Lavater,  Funccius,  Calvifius  JLycellhe  - 
nes.  w  Miceph,  Greg,  L.n.  • 
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?.nd  pointing  towards  the  Eaft.  Qbfcrvablc  con- 
fequents  whereof,  were,  the  death  of  the  King 
of  Sicily,  In  the  Eaft  there  were  great  flirs  a- 
bout  a  Succeflbur  to  the  Imperial  Crown.  Wars 
between  the  rur^s  and  7  hracians,  who  were  mi* 
[crabiy  flain,  and  thirty  thoufand  carried  into 
cap  ivity  at  once,  lnfomc  places  a  prodigious 
cold  Winter,  fo  as  that  tke  Croft  hearing  Army 
had  their  Nofcs  and  Fingers  frozen.  A  formi¬ 
dable  Army  of  Locufts  devoured  Bohemia,  A  a* 
Vria,  and  o.her  Countries :  The  breadth  of 
which  Army  was  twenty  eight  miles,  the  length 
of  it  could  not  be  found  :  when  they  flew  they 
3arkcned  the  Air,  as  if  the  Heavens  had  been  co¬ 
hered  with  a  cloud. 

A.D.  1340.  AComct  inform  like  a  Sword, 
appeared  in  the  Monetb  of  March,  near  unto 
Spica  Vir^  inis,  fx)  moving  forward  every  day  one 
degree,  until  it  came  to  the  fign  Lee,  and  there 
t  vanifhed.  This  year  Andronicas  the  Emperour 
lied.  A  terrible  Plague  raged  in  Italy',  War 
between  England  and  France, wherein  the  French 
were  egregioufly  vvorfted,  their  Navy  burnt  and 
broken  by  the  Englijk  The  ne*t  year  the  Tnrkj 
raufed  Poland,  Llioravia,  Hangar  id,  to  become 
mlerab!eftages®f  Rapine,  Blood, and  Fire.  An 
rlarth-quake  in  Burgundy,  removed  two  Moim- 
ajns  which  fell  upon  the  People  thereabout.  A 

p?  LavaterjPalmerins, Prseterius,  Eckftermius, 

pro- 
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prodigious  Tcmpeft  and  deftruftive  Flood  ha 
ned  in  other  parts. 

A.D.  1347.  In  the  Moneth  of  Augujl,  a  C 
suei  appeared  in  7 aurus^  continuing  uxty  <gLyc 
0)  Many  things  worthy  of  remark  hapned  th: 
year,  For  the  Scots  invading  England  with  < 
Army,  fifteen  thoufand  of  them  were  flain  by  ti 
Bnglifhy  and  their  King  taken  Prifoner.  Ther 
was  a  general  rifing  of  the  People  in  Aragon.  Tf 
Empcrouras  he  was  hunting  a  Bear  fell  ofT  li 
Hori'e  and  quickly  died  The  King  of  Sicily  m 
ftrangled  by  his  Queen  in  his  fleep.  A  fweepin 
Plague  lafting  for  the  fpace  of  fix  years,  wer 
through  the  World.  It  came  out  of  AJijint 
Europe  this  year,  There  died  in  the  City  of  Lk 
^ninety  thoufand,  in  Avinion  an  innumcrabl 
multitude  3  In  England  nine  parts  of  ter.  diei 
throughout  the  Land.  Above  fifty  feven  thoufam 
in  the  City  of  Norwich.  So  fearful  was  this  Be 
Tome  of  Deflru&ion,  as  that  a  third  part  d 
Mankind  was  not  (eft  alive  upon  the  face  of  th< 
Ear  th.  Alftedius  *  (  a  grave  and  learned  Author 
Writes,  that  this  Plague  fwept  away  no  Icfs  thei 
a  Million,  two  hundred  and  forty  four  thoufanf 
four  hundred  &  forty  four  Monks  which  (thougi 
ftrange )  yet  confidering  that  the  World  did  ther 
lwarm  with  Monks  is  not  impofiibleto  be  true. 

y  Lavaterj  Ricciolus.  Calyifiys,  ^  Chronoh  Chap, 
,F,  174.  -  '  '  “  ‘  - r 
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A.D.iajii  A  (*,)  Nor  them  Comet  appeared 
1  December.  Seine  (it)  Authors  fpeak  of  Bid¬ 
ing  Stars  feen  In  the  two  following  years  alfo. 
■hclc  Prodigies  were  attended  with  fearful  Tem- 
.dls,  Drought,  Famine,  and  Plague,  efperiaUy 
ji  Italy.  Wars  in  Germany ,  and  a  devouring  Ar¬ 
ty  of  Locufts  in  and  in  Africa.  Fearful 
urnings  and  defolationsin  many  places,  occafi- 
:ned  by  lightning. 

A.D.  1362.  A  fearful  Comet  appeared  (£)  ia 
he  Evening  on  the  eleventh  of  March,  in  the  figri 
yttarius ,  being  ninety  Degrees  in  length* 
ointing  Eaftward,  and  continuing  for  the  fpace 
?  three  Monetbs.  Things  which  followed, were, 
-\c  Pope  and  the  King  of  France  both  died  within 
year.  Wars  and  great  troubles  in  many  places 
between  the  King  of  Caftel,  and  of  Arragon^ 
r;e  Earl  of  Holland ,  and  the  Gildriansy  the  King 
If  Cyprus  and  the  Saracens.  In  Poland  a  Famine 
revailed,  and  a  violent  Plague  throughout  alt 
A  tain. 

J  AD.  137?.  A  Comet  appeared  (cj  Soon  a f- 
Ht  which  the  Emperovr  Charles  the  IV.  died, 
treat  tumults  in  Cracovia  j  a  War  in  Thsringia 
idiDig  two  years,  yrickjifs  Do&rine  was  eon- 


I  Lavatr-r,  Lycofthenes.  a  Scholferus,  Eckftormiaf*' 
f-t^iformr.iji'Hevelius,  cx  Hi  ft.  ToJ.  Prxtorius,  C7  Allle* 
iss  kahent  anmm,  1363.  c  Lycolthenes,  Rockenba~ 
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detuned  in  England.  Seventeen  Towns  in  Fla 


dtrs  were  drowned.  The  French  took  the  Ifle  ( 
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Wight, 
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burn  H ajling,  &c.  Prince  Earra? 


AD.  1380.  (  which  ^ear  was  famous  for  th 
fir  ft  invention  of  Guns )  A  Comet  (/)  appeare3 
in  Aquarius,  continuing  three  Moneths.  An' 
(0  another  (  or  the  fame  )  appeared  again  with 
in  two  years,  Remarkable  Events,  were,  a  ter* 
ribje  Plague.  The  death  of  the  King  of  Fraud 
and  of  the  King  of  Hungaria,  Locufts  in  Get 
many.  A  prodigious  Rebellion  hapned  in  Eti 
gland.  The  Flings  Collector  behaving  himfef 
rudely, was  knocked  in  head  by  one  whiom  he  hat 
affronted  and  inraged,  whereupon  no  lefs  then  as 
hundred  thoufand  of  the  rabble  rout  gathered 
together,  and  fiezed  upon  the  Tower  of  London ! 
in  which  was  the  King  and  Queen,  and  caufed  th' 
Lord  Chancdlour,  Lord  Treafurer,  Lord  Chie  ; 
Jufticc,  and  othors  to  be  barbaroufly  fiain. 

A.D.  13  94*  A  blazing  Star  in  form  (/  )  lik< 
a  fpit  (  which  Aflronomnrs  are  wont  to  look  upoi 
2*  molt  unhappily  ominous)  with  the  head  down 
ward,  and  the  Coma  or  Blaze  pointing  upwards 
was  feen  in  the  Weft,  moving  Northward.  Tbir 
vear  the  Pcpedicd,  and  the  next  year  the  Duke 
o.  k-ijfria.  The  King  of  Axragm  as  he  was 


i  Tockenbachius,  Alftedius.  e  Idem,  Bonfinius,2?ck. 
ir.i u s’.  /  Lavater,  Lyeolthenes. 
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nting,  beheld  a  Wolf  (  ©r  rather  a  Devil  in 
ic  lame  likend's)  of  a  prodigious  magnitude, 
r  the  fight  whereof  he  was  frighted  to  death.  A* 
DUt  that  time,  all  the  fe)Xs  in  Germany  were  ei- 
ler  killed  or  banifhed.  trickjiffs  Dodrine  be* 
to  enlighten  Germany .  Troubles  arofe  bc- 
veen  the  Germans  and  the  Italians .  The  (g-) 
tirkt  being  informed  that  the  Chriftians  were  at 
teat  variance  amongft  themfelves,  came  with  an 
rmyof  two  hundred  thoufand,  under 
id  obtained  a  fatal  and  remarkable  Victory  over 
e  Europeans.  About  this  time  the  Duke  of 
anc  after  made  fuch  an  intereft  in  England ,  as 
cauie  King  Richard  to  be  depofed  from  his 
nronc,  and  after  he  had  refigned  the  Crown,  to 
privately  murdered  by  bloody  Villains; 

A,D.  14CO-  Inrbc(»)  Spring  rime  a  Comet 
tslcen.  But  the  next  (7)  year  in  February,  ths 
hole  World  was  amazed  with  the  fight  of  a 
ry  and  flaming  Comet  in  form  like  a  Lamp, 
tote  Blaze  was  tour  Cubits  in  length.  The  light 
it  was  fo  great,  as  that  ic  obfeured  the  Stars* 
d  overcame  the  darknefs  of  the  night  as  long  as 
was  above  the  Horizon.  It  continued  until  the 
in  entred  into  Libra.  The  confequents  of  this 
az,'.tjg  Star,  were  no  lefs  prodigious,  then  the 
3mcc  that  appeared.  (()  In  divers  places  the 

Cluveru?,  b  HerHdus,pn?torius,#f,  J  HltforiS 
fantina.  4.  Allied, 
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Plague  raged, and  other  grievous  Difeafes  befo: 


that  time  unheard  of.  Great  Rivers  were  drie 
up.  Jt  would  make  this  EJifccurle  too  volumi 


©us,  particularly  to  enumerate  al!  the  fatal  art 
memorable  accidents  which  bapned  by  rcafon  4 
VVarsinmany  Countries.  Our  Englifh  ( l )  Chr< 
nologers,  fay,  thac  this  Blazing  Star  was  porter 
tous  of  that  effufion  of  Blood  in  tvales  and  Nor 
thumbtrUnd,  which  followed  quickly  after.  . 
very  prodigious  thing  hapnpd  the  fame  year  ij 
Danbury  in  EJfex ■  the  DeVil  in  the  (hape  of  , 
Griy  Friar,  entring  the  Church,  put  the  Pcopl 
into  a  lamentable  fright,  and  in  the. fame  bou 
with  a  Temped:  of  Whirlwind  and  Thunder,  th 
top  of  the  Stcple  wisbrokentiown,  and  half  thijj 
Chancel  fcattcred  abroad.  In  Bokewiarfohn  Hu jf 
(landing  up  in  defence  of  wickjifs  Doctrine,  n  jt 
(mail  Commotions  were  cccafioncd  thereby.  Bii  4 
that  which  moft  amazed  the  World,  was,  Tam 
werUincame  out  of  AJia,  with  an  huge  Hofl 
He  overcame  the  T urkifb  Emperonr,  and  ufe- 
him  like  a  Have.  He  called  himfelf  the  Anger  i 
God,  and  rvafter  e f  the  Earth  -t  and  indeed  | 
made  the  Earth  to  fwim  in  blood.  .  J; 

A.D.  1432.  A  total  (m)  Solar  Eclipfe  was  al; 
tended  with  a  fmall  Comet.  The  next  year  anc 
ther  great  Comet  of  a  red  and  fiery  afpett,  wa 
wasfeen.  («)  It  continued  blazing  all  night  long 

1  v.  Sr.  r.  Bakers  Cbrop.'wt  Chr,  Polon.  n  Funccii 
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r  was  it  cxtinft  for  a  quarter  of  a  year  toge* 
sr.  Remarkable  Events,  were,  a  Dearth  of  fix 
tars  continuance.  (.?)  An  Inundation  through- 
all  Germany in  Thuringia  40  Villages  perifhed 
that  Flood)  alfo  fever ai  Towns  in  Bohemia.  In 
c  Spring  time  ihere  was  a  great  Snow  continu- 
g  for  4c  dayes  together,  fo  that  Beafts  &  Birds 
:rilhedin  great  multitudes.  Hunger  brought 
e  wild  Bea.Us  upon  the  Towns,  either  to  kill  or 
be  killed.  A  fame  of  War  was  kindled  be- 
'ten  the  Duke  of  Saxn.y  and  the  Prince  of 
'knienbvrg.  Trance  W’as  forely  diftre  fled.  The 
ngof  Vortugal  and  the  King  of  Poland  died. 
eDuke  of  Venice t  was  beheaded*  The  rope 
d  like  to  have  been  ftoned  to  death,  being  for- 
•  to  clifguife  hiinfelf,  and  fo  to  flee  cut  of 
nee. 

A.D.  1419/.  ( p )  A  Comet  appeared.  This 
fer  divert  theErnpcrour  died.  Great  coromo* 
ns  were  in  the  Empire  by  rcafon  of  the  Turks- 

ltfXv7ar^bCtWCCnthc  and  thc  French) 

e  Marlhal  of  Trance  was  burnt  for  Sorcery. 

\  King  of  Bohemia  died.  A  bloody  Rebellion 
:ke  forth  in  Spain.  The  Council  at  BxRl  de¬ 
ed  t  ie  Pope,  and  chofe  a  new  one,  which  cau- 
notable  SchiPmc  amongft  the  worfhippers  0^ 
caff-,  fame  adhering  to  the  old  Pope,  and  0- 
to  the  new  one.  fhc  next  year  was  famous 

“  Calvifius,  p  Fuficdus,  Camerarms,  Cfr,  1 
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for  the  firft  Invention  of  the  Art  of  PRINT  INl , 
by  John  Gutttnberg  z  Goldfmith  in  Strasburg .  ( 

A. p.  1444.  About  midfummer  (jj)  a  B/azi 
Star  was  fcen  in  Leo .  The  King  of  Hungari 
•with  a  great  multitude  of  Chnftians  was  (lain  ■  ( 
Battle  W5th  the  Turks.  The  King  of  France 
the  He IvetUns  fall  out.  Tumults  hapned  in  E 3 
giant- r.  si  mur  at  he  s  the  Tun  kifc  Emperour  heir, 
diftrefled  by  the  King  of  Hangar ia?  (  who  had  „ 
the  perfwafion  of  the  Cardinal  Julianas,  violate, 
his  Covenant  with  4rsnraikas)  prayed  to  G<r: 
for  help,  vowing  that  if  God  would  give  him  tl,^ 
viftory,  he  would  betake  bimfelf  to  a  Monafter£  a 
Which  after  the  Vittory  he  accordingly  perforn 
ed,  and  refigned  his  Crown  to  another,  where!:,  c 
great  commotions  in  th zTurkifb  Empire,  and  tin 
burning  of  Mrioneple  was  occafioncd.  The  ne;„ 
year,  a  terrible  inundation  of  waters  hapned  Lj 
the  NtthtrlaKcLii  fo  as  that  above  an  hundre,T 
thoufand  perfons  loft  their  lives  in  that  flood,  b^ 
(ides  an  infinite  multitude  of  Cattle, 

AD.  1450.  A  Comet  was  i'ecn  this  Summe;^ 
appearing  a  little  after  Sun-fct,  in  form  like  1(j 
Sword,  moving  from  the  Weft  towards  the  Eaf 
(r)  The  Moon  being  at  the  full,  this  Comet 
reported  to  caufeit  to  fufter  an  Eclipfe,(l done, 
remember  that  I  have  read  the  like  of  any  Comei 
whence  tfe7>?j<i  were  rot  a  little  aftonifhed,  ; 
q  Prsetorius,  Rockcnbach’US,  v  Ricciolus  ex  Fran:  ; 

w  | 
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he  beholding  of  it.  Remarkable  events, were,  The 
Emperour  died.  *fhe£aftern  parts  fla 
ed  with  War.  Conflanunople  was  taken  by 
"*c  hfidels.  The  Empire  was  embroyltd-wirh 
ivil  Difcords.  Alfo  'fac^  Cade  his  mad  Rebel- 
on  in  England hapned  in  this  year,  when  divers 
obles  of  the  Land  were  numbered.  The 
'rtnch  taking  advantage  from  the  troubles  in 
'ngland  feize  upon  aii  the  Englifh  Ternaries 
acre,  leaving  nothing  to  the  Englipj  but  C  alter. 
his  year  Naples  was  fhaken  with  an  Earth  quake, 
id  thirty  thoufand  perfons  were  deftroytd  by 
iat  Earth-quake,  in  places  adjacent. 

A  D.  1456.  A  Comet  appeared  in  Cancer,  and 
"Other  in  Leo ,  extending  it  fclf  over  two  of  the 
)  Coeleftial  Signs  (  k.e.  to  degrees.  )  Th's  B't* 
ngStar  was  attended  with  a  direful  Emit- 
lake  in  Italy,  by  means  whereof  thirty  thoufand 
prions  loft  their  lives ,  alfo  a  great  Piagi  C 
'  'oody  Wars  between  the  Lwkj  and  the  Hunga- 
ans.  That  brave  Prince  of  Tranfilvania ,  fW 
vltSy  after  he  had  deftroyed  two  hundred  of  the 
{yh  ^ips?  and  in  one  Battle  ftain  forty  thoufand 
them,  died.  The  young  King  of  Bungartd. 

1  the  day  appointed  for  his  Marriage,  di<  d  fud- 
m!y.  Oneof  fitimtiaties  his  Sons  berg  then  a 
ifoncr,  and  c^pe&ing  Sentence  of  death,  was 

kitted  Chronol.  Cap.  25.  s  Funccius,  Calvifius,  C 5c. 

‘  &Jii  kaknl  annum,  1457. 
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fct  at  liberty,  and  chofcn  King,  fo  that  there 
a  1'udden  and  flupenti^us  alteration  jof  a f£ 

Sc  under  begs  Wars  and  the  great  Commotio^ 
cancel  thereby,  were  about  this  time. 

A  D.  14O0.  A  notable  Comet  wasfccn.  ( t 
. The  King  of  France,  rnd  the  King  of  Scotian  i 
oied.  Cracwia  was  laid  waftc  with  Fire  anc  bi 
$  word.  In  England  iho.  Duke  of  7or\  afpirin  1 
to  the  Throne,  headed  an  Army,  defigning  to  dee 
pole  the  King,  but  was  himfelf  flain.  His  Soiii 
the  Earl  of  March,  putin  for  the  Crown, betwee  n 
.whom  and  King  Henry  VI .  there  was  this  year  thii 
l)!ooditft  Battel  fought  that  ever  was  known  i 
England.  No  Icfs  then  thirty  ftven  thoufand  Er, 
gkfrm*  were  flain  in  one  day.  The  Earl  get 
*  he  Crown,  and  the  King  was  kept  Prifoncr  in  th 
Tower.  A  Civil  War  began  in  France . 

A.  D,  1470,  A  marvellous  Comet  appeared 
ihisycar.  That  greit  Mathematician  Regicixon 
1  anus  (  whom  (a)  Peter  Ramus  calls  the  glory  d' 
Germany)  was  accurate  in  observing  that  Prodi 
gy,  in  all  its  motions,  from  whom  Mizaldus  hath 
given  an  esaft  defeription  of  it.  The  body  o- 
ihe  Star,  did  at  fir  ft  fee  m  lmall,but  on  a  fuddeni 
grew  to  a  wondrous  magnitude,  and  then  agaii 
tlecreafcd.  Sometimes  of  a  white,  otherwhil 


ni 


of  a  flame  like  afpeft.  The  Blaze  (w)  was  at  thi 


t  Pryetorius,  Rockenbachius ,  Funccius,  tt  In  Sci&M'i 
'Mrittffl,  v)  In  Ccmogr.  Lib.  1  .Cap,  ult„ 

*  ‘  fill 
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Hrft  appearance,  and  a  little  before  it  difappeared 
fhort,  but  after  it  had  been  feen  forty  dayes,  the 
Scngth  of  it  was  above  fifty  degrees.  Its  durati¬ 
on  was  the  fpace  of  eighty  dayes.  A t  firg.  ,'£ 
could  be  feen  only  in  the  morning, at  laft  only  in 
the  evening,  in  the  middle  of  its  duration  it  might 
be  feen  all  the  night  long.  Its  motion  (which 
was  alwayes  retrograde  )  at  its  beginning  and 
ending  was  flow, but  in  the  midM  of  its  circuit  was 
fwift,  even  fo  as  to  difpatch  40  degrees  in  one  na¬ 
tural  day.  It  palled  from  Virgo  through  Bootes  ', 
the  Dragon,  Vrfa  minor ,  the  feet  ot  Cepheus', 
bread:  of  CaJJiopca ,  Andromeda,  Fifces ,  Serpcnta- 
niut,  until  it  came  to  the  whale,  where  by  reafon 
of  Occafus  Htliacus ,  it  difappeared.  The  Blaze 
did  continually  point  at  the  Gemini .  In  the  fame 
night  prefemly  after  Sun  fet  it  would  peint  to  the 
Baft,  near  midnight  to  the  South,  after  midnight 
to  the  Weft,  a  little  before  Sun  rife  to  the  North . 
As  for  Events,  There  followed  a  very  great 
proughtof  three  years  continuance;  fo  that  m 
mtingaria,  the  great  River  Danaw  (  which  is  the 
;reateft  River  in  Europe )  might  be  waded  over-, 
uch  horrible  w*nds  in  Germany  a.%  blew  down  ma¬ 
ny  Houfcs.  A  terrible  Plague,  in  which  many 
were  deferted  of  their  Relations,  that  fo  they 
might  cfcapc  with  their  own  lives.  The  crutl 
Warsot  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  which  continu¬ 
ed  until  his  death,  Ajf0  Wars  between  the  Hun- 
Zarijws  and  the  FoUndtrs,  and  in  the  Eaft  between 

the 
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the  Per  fans  and  the  Turfa.  This  year,  the  Kir 
of  England,  Henry  Vl .  was  Murdered  by  tb 
bloody  hands  of  the  Duke  of  deafer. 

A.D.  1477.  A  Caerulean  dark  coloured  Comf 
wasfeen.  (*)  The  Emperour  Charles  V.  ufj 
to  fay  that  that  Blazing  Star  was  portentous  c 
his  Grandfathers  Death,  who  fell  amongft  othci ! 
that  were  flain  in  that  Battle  fought  before  Nan& 
this  year.  It  was  a  fata!  year  to  many  othcu 
Princes.  A  direful  Plague  followed  5  and  fucM 
heat  and  drought,  as  that  great  Rivers  were  drie^3 
up*,  and  not  only  Fruit  Trees  were  deftroyeef! 
but  whole  Forrefts  were  fet  on  fije  by  the  fcorch11' 
ing  heat  ot  the  Sun.  A  terrible  Plague  foF 3 
lowed.  n 

A.D‘  149T.  A  Comet  appeared  in  the  even”2 
ing  (7)  a  little  after  Sun-fct.  The  Star  fmaU?] 
but  the  Stream  long,  extending  it  felf  Eaflward  irn 
direft  oppofition  to  the  body  of  the  Sun.  Jmme^ 
diately  after  which  the  Tur(s  overcame  Halma^ 
tia%  and  SUvsnia.  There  was  alfo  a  great  Mor,? 
tality  both  amongft  Men  and  Cattle.  The  Pop^ 
and  the  King  of  Poland  died  this  year.  The  King^ 
of  Portugal  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  Horfe.  ^ 
The  next  year  the  new  world  (  as  it  ufeth  to  be^ 
called  )  viz.  that  part  of  the  World  which  now  1 
bears  the  Name  of  America  was  difeovered  by^ 
Ckriftepker  Columbus • 

x  Eberus,  Buntingus,  Eckftormius,  &V,  Alftedius  y  Mi- 
aaldus,  Prstorius  ex  Waited  Obforvatjor/bus  vpi? 
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Tfo  Hiftoryof  Comets  Vphichhave  been  Ob/erved 
from  the  Tear  i$QO,  to  1600.  with  the  Events » 


\  D.  15CO.  In  the  Monethof  April , 
jtJL  met(a)wasobferved  in  the  fign  of 


a  Co- 
Capri - 

of  a  fearful  magnitude,  appearing  for  above 
a  quarter  of  a  year,  and  was  fecn  in  the  day  time 
as  well  as  in  the  night.  And  another  (E)  the  fame 
year  in  January  y  feen  alfo  in  the  Day,  for  above  a 
week  together.  Four  years  after,  there  hapned 
a  Conjun&ion  of  the  Superiour  Plar.ets,  which 
was  attended  with  a  notable  Blazing  Star  almoft 
as  light  as  the  Moon,  f'o  that  people  could  fee  to 
Travel  by  the  light  of  it.  The  next  year  ano¬ 
ther  Comet  was  feen  in  April  continuing  two 
dayes.  And  again  in  Augujly  under  coma  Bere¬ 
nices,  and  near  Charles  Wain.  Remarkable  E- 
vents  attending  thefe  Comets  Acre,  the  death  of 
theArchDuke of  Au/lria,  and  of  the  King  of 
Spain ,  and  of  the  King  of  Bohemia,  and  of  the 
Queen  in  England.  Plague,  Famine,  and  fore 
Drought  Iaffing  from  January  to  November  y  in 
•ome  Countries.  Prodigious  Tempefts  and  In¬ 
undations  in  other  places.  The  Tartars  wafted 

a  Rockenbachius,  Funccius,  Mizaldus  b  Lavater,  He- 
kelius,  AlUedius. 


Poland 
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Poland, the  'Muscovites  Lithuania]  The  Eavd 
ric  War  a!fo  War  between  the  Getmans,  the  Vl 
netians,  and  French*  Ihe  Spaniards  began  thtl 
OToft  bloody  Butcheries  amongft  the  Julians.  Thv 
Iflands  Oi  Tftifpaniola,  Cuba,  Jamaica,vttr:&  exceed1  f 
ing  populous,  bus  the  cruel  Spaniards  mad« 
them  defolate.  A  Writer  of  their  own  confcf  t 
feth  that  in  a  few  years  time,  they  killed  more  i 
then  tea  hundred  thoufand  Natives ,  fourteer 
times  told. 

A.  D.  i  j  1 3,  A  Comet  appeared  in  cancer ,  (c)  i 
continuing  from  December  to  the  latter  end  of  la-  t 
unary.  •  The  colour  varioussthe  ftream  long,feen  '< 
ad  night.  This  year  that  great  Hazing  Starts 
which  had  put  the  whole  Cbriliian  World  into  it 
Hame,  died,  viz.  Pope  Julius  11.  The  King  oi  < 
Scotland  with  an  Army  of  fixty  thoufand  invaded  ■ 
England,  butNhe  was  flaio  in  battel,  and  (  befides 
three  Sifhops,  twelve  Earls,  feventeen  Lordsjma-  i 
ny  thoufand s  with  him.  The  King  of  Denmark  \ 
di^d.  InTurreftions  in  many  places  in  Germany  i 
followed.  *  The  next  year  the  Popes  Legate  made 
^  l  iockffiation  in  Idungaria,  that  whatfovec 
would  go  out  againft  the  Turks  fhould  have  7*3  j 
dulgences  granted  them, whereupon  a  great  rabble  ! 
gathered  together,  but  inftead  of  warring  againfT 
the  Turks,  they  fell  upon  their  own  Gountrey? 

L  c RE'ciolus  ex  petto  Siirdo,  Zancb,  de  operifos  Del  L-v 

C.2.P.335* 
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men, ilev»  feventy  thoufand  of  thernj  amongflj 
r'hich  were  four  hundred  of  the  Nobles.  The 
'**ks  and  Chrtftians  bad  a  bloody  engagement* 
tn  hundred  thoufand  of  the  Turkj  bed  Souldiers 
vere  cue  off  in  one  day.  About  this  time  Arme- 
'ia  was  conquered  by  Sefiw#/,  and  annexed  to  the 
)t  tom  ah  Dominions,  v.  Ricaut  of  the  present 
late  of  th zAttihenian  Church,  P.  3S9. 

A  D.  1 5 1 6.  A  Comet  (  Jj)  of  a  Lunar  nature 
'is  feen  for  fomedayes.  The  King  of  Spain  died, 
he  next  year  Luther  began  to  declare  agdnft 
ndulgcnces.  Soon  after  which  great  Commo- 
ons  and  mutations  followed  throughout  all  An- 
chrifttndome.  f  Nojv  did  the  mercilcfs  Spani- 
vds  fall  upon  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  Terra 
'WAy  where  they  murdered  above  four  Millions 
Souls.  The  Snlden  of  *ALgypt  was  miferahly 
f.  ordered,  and  the  Mamalwchs  power  (  that  had 
1  pt  nAEgypt  under  three  hundred  years  )  fwai- 
iwed  up  by  the  T ttrbj. 

A  D.  1523,  And  in  the  next  year  alfo, a  Comet 
ppeared.  (i)  A  fearful  Inundation  followed,  & 
arch-quakes.  -  The  Sedition  of  the  Ruflicks  in 
'rrmaKjy  in  which  fixty  thoufand  lives  were  loft.’ 
He  King  of  France  was  taken  Prifoner  by 

iMizaldas,  p.  Jovius.  -f  v.  Pur  chafe  Pilgrim,  part.  4.  T. 
P.  1577.  c  Pmeriuj,  jRockenbacMus,  Junftinfis* 
Mlormius, 

Charles 
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Charles  V.  The  Duke  of  Saxony  died,  in  £h 
gland,  after  a  great  Rain,  there  followed  fuch  at; 
cxtrearaFroft,  as  that  many  loft  their  nails,  and 
forac  died  with  cold.  . 

A.D.  1527.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  Augufn i 
a  moft  terrifying  (f)  Comet  was  fecn,  of  an  im^ 
menfe  longitude,  and  bloody  colour.  The  form  : 
of  it,  was  like  a  mans  arm  holding  an  huge  Sword  ' 
in  his  hand  with  which  he  was  ready  to  ftrike.  a 
Suchterrour  and  horrour  fur  prized  the  Spefta  ‘ 
tors  of  this  Prodigy,  as  that  fome  died  away  with!, 
dread  &  amazemenr.  Q)  The  next  yearanothci  ‘ 
Comet  was  feen  in  Pi/cesyfan.iS.  There  followed  ■ 
a  great  Dearth  in  England  byreafon  of  extremi^ 
ty  of  Rain  in  Seed  time  3  alio  a  Famine  in  Venice , 
and  in  fevcral  other  places,  whereby  many  peri  ! 
fhed.  And  that  woful  Difcafe  known  by  the,] 
name  of  the  Englifb  Sweat,  infc&cd  all  places  oi ! 
the  Realm,  whereby  whole  miriads  were  fent  to* 
the  Grave.  The  Duke  of  Barbon  took  Rome,  , 
and  lacked  it.  The  Turks  wafted  Hung  aria.  In! 
forae  places.  Armies  of  Lock  ft  s  devoured  the . 
fruits  of  the  Earth.  J 

AD.  1530.  A  (h)  Comet  was  obfervecl.  And  ; 
again  the  next  year  in  Attgufl  and  September ,  ha«  , 
ving  its  motion  from  the  beginning  of  Leo  unto! ! 
Libra,  appearing  fiirft  in  the  Morning  before  Sun- 

/  VVolfius,  Cent.  16.  P.293.  Lavater,  Herlicius,Gema 
ma.  g  RiccigUi?,  b  Mizaldus,  Eekftormius,  i 'Sc, 
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rife,  afterwards  in  the  evening.  Again,  (?)  the 
year  following  from  September  25.  to  O&cksr  20, 
is  motion  being  from  Virgo  to  Scorpio,  and  at  fiift 
fouthern,  but  at  lart  a  northern  Latitude.  The 
ooyof  the  Star  was  three  times  as  big  as  the 
anet  Jupiter  \  the  ftream  exceeding  long,  poinc- 
»g  to  the  South-w'cft.  The  next  year  in  June,  in 
twin  ;  the  Star  fomewhat  greater  then  Jupiter, 
c  figure  like  a  long  fword.  As  for  the  more  rc- 
larkabJc  Events,  attending  thofe  Blazirg  Stars, 
uis  annually  appearing,  they  were  fuch  as  thcfc. 
nEirth- quake  in  Portugal  above  a  thoufand 
:>nles  were  thrown  down  thereby.  A  lore  Fa¬ 
me  m  fome  Countries.  A  great  Flood  or  Innn- 
tion  of  U  aters  in  the  Netherlands^  viz.  in  Bob 

1  Fr!ez>U*d>  ^  Z eland  (do  fefs  then  four 
mcred  and  four  Parifhes  were  drowned ;  )  yea 

Vn  Pjand-  Aifoat  Rome  the  River  T,^r  o- 
J flowed  its  Banks.  Now  did  the  famous  Con- 
,ion  0\  A  us  burg  come  forth,  and  the  name  of 
ate .  ok*  was  firft  known.  T  hat  Confeflion  was 
.mo  the  form  of  a  Covenant,  fubferibed  by 
eia.  of  the  EJeftora!  Princes,  who  prottfied 
ry  would  abide  by  the  Truth,  fo  did  th coppofers 
l  opery  come  to  bear  the  name  of  Prctefiantt. 
e  U<?rld  blaz^d  and  flamed  out  with  Wars 
‘7  whcrc*  Jn  the  Eaft  the  Per  [tans  and 
>kj  were  at  variance.  A'fo  the  Turks  made  ' 

;Appijnus.  c mf rjpo  Augu flaca. 


an  irruption  upon  CbrifitaMil  Hmgma  W3[ 
full  of  Troubles.  In  Btluttia  there  was  an  unP 
happy  War,  wherein  Zuirtglius  (  that  Star  of  thi< 
firft  magnitude)  loft  his  life.  In’ mftphalia,  the 
MunfienAYi  Anabaptijls  brought  all  to  confufionj 
In  Denmark  the  Popifh  party  defigning  to  foppref 
the  Protefhnts,  involved  that  Kingdomc  in  Wa 
and  Blood.  In  Africa,  the  Kingdoms  of  XunP  i 
was  put  into  a  flame  by  barbarojfa.  Great  mu< 11 
tations  hapned  in  England  which  filled  the  World  J 
with  difeourfe  and  wonderment,  for  King  Hs»r  ' 
yilL  call  olTthe  Popes  Supremacy,  and  turned:! 
the  Monies  and  Wriers  out  of  doors,  difpofing  o 
the  Church-lands  to  whom  he  pleafed.  By  zU 
which  things  it  appears,  that  the  Blazing  Star- 
mentioned  were  not  feen  for  nothing. 

A.D.  1538.  A  Comet  appeared  in  fanmry^kt 
tontinuing  three  weeks.  It  was  lecn  in  the  even  1 
ing(inthe  fign  Pifces  )  the  Blaze  30  degrees  iini 
Longitude.  Thc(/)  next  year  a  great  Cornel 
appeared  in  Leo ,  from  Jlday  6,  to  17*  ManrJ  ! 
things  worthy  of  Remark  hapned  in  this  yean* 
Amongft  the  Napolitaxs ,  the  Sea  was  ^ried  uj 
eight  miles  *,  and  out  ot  that  place  there  was  j 
mo  ft  horrendous  irruption  of  fiery  flames,  an; 
afhes,  which  falling  upon  the  People  living  there! 
aboutSjthey were  miferably  deftroyed;  Aten 
t'ible Conflagration  hapned  in  c^futxtimfe  con 

k  Jacobus  Fine  elius.  /  Appianus*  Halkrusi  o 
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Concerning  Comets. 

.fining  fcveral  dayes.  A  fkry  Summer  and /a 
Torching  Drought  in  many  places.  The  King  of 
'mnee  came  with  an  A;  my  in:o  Italy.  The  King 
f  S fains  Navy  was  overcome  by  Barlan/jfa.  The 
)uke  ef  Saxony  died  with  grief,  and  his  death  oc- 
afioned  great  mutations  and  miferies  in  that  part 
f  Germany .  The  Aminomians  headed  by  an 
bfenre  and  illiterate  perfon  (  one  f  aha  TJltb  )  did 
ow  firft  begin  to  Blaze  in  Germany.  A  principal 
'icy  in  the  Countrey  of  A4c*ico  was  almoft  over¬ 
whelmed  by  a  Deluge  of  boyhng  water  which 
efeended  from  a  Vnlcano  near  unto  it. 

A.D.  1542,  A  (0  Blazing  Star  terrible  to 
ehold,  was  feen  forty  dayes.  Three  years  after 
lac  another  appeared  of  a  bloody  colour.  Re¬ 
markable  Events,  were,  a  great  Drought,  in  En- 
land,  the  lefTer  Rivers  were  clean  dried  up,  much 
battle  died  there  for  lack  of  W  ater.  In  Silifi <* 
nd  other  Countries  the  Locufts  did  much  harm, 
he  defigned  Expedition  of  the  Ckriftuins  againft 
nc  Turks  proved  unhappy,  a  great  part  of  the 
'kriftian  Army  dying  by  an  Epidemical  Difeafe. 
'he  latter  of  thcle  Comets  was  attended  with  the 
rft  Seflion  of  the  Council  of  Trent  -,  Alio  at 
me  Popes  Inftigation  the  waldenles  were  cicftrey- 
c  d  for  their  Religion,  and  Popifh,  Barbarous,  Tin- 
t  arallcld  Cruelties  excrcifed  towards  them  ,  The 

l  Rockenbachius  ,Eckft'ormiu$,  Ricciplus  ex  Fromord® 
S-qerto  bafct  An,  1543. 
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next  year  (  viz.  A.D.  1546.)  Lather  died ,  irnn!i 
c’iately  upon  whofe  death  a  Cloud  of  Blood  whi[ 
had  been  long  impending,  fell  upon  Germany 
a  fata!  War  broke  out  between  the  Erciperour  a 
the  Protcftant  Princes.  1  t 

A.D,  1 5  5 <5.  ACoract  in  Lik a  was  feen  frciii| 
the  beginning  of  March  to  April  23.  The  O 
lour  varied,  (w)  The  body  of  it  fhining  like  11 
half  Moon,  the  ftream  near  its  head  more  coiv 
paft,  but, in  the  end  more  rare.  Its  motion  froJU 
Vh%o  through  Boom  to  the  North  Pole  of  t!<>( 
Ecliptick-,  from  thence  through  Andromeda  L1 
Pifcis  feptentrtonalis,  whett  it  vanifhed.  In  tlu 
midft  of  its  appearance  the  motion  was  men 
fwift,  foi  it  difpatrhed  1 5  Degrees  every  day  n  c 
the  firft  it  was  retrograde,  but  afterwards  direcu 
In  the  mace  of  four  dayes  it  was  removed  aboin 
70  Degrees  Wtftward, and  30  Degrees  Nort:3i 
ward.  It  moved  towards  the  Planet  Saturn •  tlo( 
nearer  it  came  to  him,  the  flower  was  its  motioni 
Its  magnitude  at  its  difappearing  in  a  manni] 
equal  to  what  it  was  at  firft.  This  Comet  Wf 
attended  with  the  death  of  many  Learned  arl1 
Worthy  Men  •  and  with  the  fiery  part  of  Que< 
Marf  s  Perfecution.  This  ye  r  alfo,  the  Ersi 
perour  Charlei  V.  did  to  the  amazement  of  tH 
World,'  refign  his  Crown,  and  betook  himfclf  tC 

i' . ,  1  ^ '  „  ,  * 

m  Hommelius,  Carneravius,  Bizaras,  Hiftor,  Genuei! 

.  Kepler, Cardanus,  £?  alii,  n  Gemma.  •"  '  i 
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kfonaftery.  Such  an  Inundation  hapned  at  Rome 
>y  the  River  Tybers  overflowing,  as  that  a  great 
Dart  of  the  City  was  thereby  deftroyed. 

A  D.  1558.  A  Comet  was  Teen  in  the  Evening 
ander  Coma  Berenices^  of  a  pale  colour,  continu- 
ng  about  30  dayes.  (0)  Alio  in  May  the  next 
year  •  and  in  December  the  year  after  that.  Thefe 
hree  years  did  not  pals  without  fuch  things  as 
ivere  very  obfervable.  In  England  there  was 
uch  a  prodigious  Tcrapcft  as  the  like  ( in  refpett 
of  circumftances)  isfeldome  mentioned  in  any 
Hiftory.  That  year  alfo  Queen  Mary  died,  and 
amous  Queen  Elizabeth  fccondcd,  whereby  af¬ 
fairs  both  in  Church  and  State  were  ftrangely  al- 
rcred.  The  Emperour  Charles  V,  faid  that  Co¬ 
met  was  fent  to  give  him  notice  of  his  approach¬ 
ing  D^ath.  And  at  the  fight  of  it,  made  this 
Pentameter,  His  ergo  indict js  me  meafata  vocant. 
Soft  hapned,  for  he  died  that  year,  ( p )  The 
next  year  the  Pope  died,  and  no  lefs  then  fifteen 
Cardinals,  alfo  the  King  of  France ,  the  King  of 
Portugal ,  the  King  of  Dtnmar\,  and  many  other 
Princes. 

A.  D.  1  577.  This  year  a  notable  blazing  Star 
amazed  the  World  for  three  Moneths  together. 
Thofe  famous  Mathematicians  Michael  Alaftlin, 
'ornelius  Gemt»ay  arid  l'ycko  Brahey  have  written 

0  Thuanas,  X.ih.21,  page  <577,  Tycho  Efifl, P.14.4, 
Ricciolus. 
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largely  and  learnedly  concerning  that  Comct< 
Jr.  was  fcen  fird  on  the  ninth  of  Nevimher,  in  the; 
beginning  of  Capricorn,  palling  through  thatu 
fgn and  Aquarius,  to  themidft  of  Pifces.  The 
Star  was  equal  to  Venus  in  magnitude,  being 
compa&l  folid  body,  and  like  a  little  Moon,  fhi3 
oirig  as  the  pureft  Silver.  The  ftream  differed^ 
in  colour  from  the  Star,  for  it  was  red  and  fiery* 
in  breadth  five  Degrees,  and  in  length  thirty.  To 
wards  the  body  ol  the  Star,  the  rayes  were  more; 
condenfcd,  but  the  longer  they  were  dillcndecf' 
they  appeared  to  be  more  Scattered  and  diffufed[ 
abroad,  which  argued  that  the  Stream  was  pro*: 
created  by  Tome  external  light  penetrating: 
through  the  body  of  the  Star  3  and  it  was  obfer-j 
Ted  to  be  oppofne  to  the  Sun,  yet  fo  as  that  theJ( 
form  of  it  was  bending  like  a  Bow,  whofe  con-jj, 
yc-xity  was  towards  the  Zenith,  and  concavity  to-^p 
wards  the  Horizon.  Both  Gemma  and  Tycho, 
hound  that  this  Comet  was  higher  then  the  Moon^ , 
According  to  Tycho's  cbkrvation,  the  true  Dia-|jj| 
sneterof  the  Star  was 36S.  Mill*  Germ,  lo  that  | 
its  proportion  to  the  Earth  was  as  3  to  14;  The, 
Longitude  of  the  Comets  tail  he  found  t,o  be  p5(0 
Semi-diameters  of  the  Earth.  He  concluded  it 
was  not  in  the  Aitybm  in  the  Etkerial  VVorld* 
be  caul  1:  k  did  admit  of  no  ftnfible  Parallax,  On( 
November  \  oi  the  Parallax  was  19  12.  which;! 

wps.  diminifhed  every  day  until  it  came  to  two 
jpanutes, and  that  was  a  demonftratioo  that  the 
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Comet  afccnded  higher  2nd  higher.  At  the  frft 
it  was  diftant  from  the  Earth  175  Seroidiarmtcirs, 
but  at  !a(t  1  j\  $.h.e.  it  attended  as-highas  the  Sun 
t  telf.  As  for  Events,  the  King  of  Perfia  died  by 
aoyfon.  The  great  Turk  was  fla-n  n  Battel,  and 
feventy  thoufand  with  him.  The  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal  would  needs  venture  into  Mauritania  that 
0  he  might  reftorc  * JMabomrd  to  the  Kingdoms 
which  his  Uncle  Aldilmtlcck. .  had  detruded  him 
rom;  in  that  memorable  Battel  the  King  of 
Portugal  was  (lain,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Mobility  with  him.  Abdelmtlec!^  though  he  ch¬ 
ained  a  vi&ory  died  that  day  of  an  Apoplexy* 
Mahomed  was  drowned  in  the  Marfhes,  lo  that 
nrce  Kings  loft  their  lives  in  one  day.  I  his 
fear  alfo  NovcgraAe  in  Mufcovia  (  whofc  Inha¬ 
lants  were  wont  to  lay  that  nothing  was  able  to 
>ppo Pc  God,  unlefs  it  were  great  Novograde  )  w  as 
aken,  the-Conquerour  carrying  away  with  him 
asitsfaid)  *  an  ico  Wagons  of  Gold  and 
diver. 

A.  D.  1580.  A  wonderful  Comet  appeared 
his  year,  lc  was  obferved  firft  Gttobtr  2  having 
o  Coma  for  fcveral  dayes,fir.  not  till  OPlobtr  9. 
t  ^Vhen  on  a  fudden  it  appeared  with  a  for  midable 
i  laze.  The  reafon  of  which  judgeth 

d  be  this.  The  Sun  ani  the  Comet  were  in  op- 
ofite  figns  in  the  Ztdiack  jo  that  at  firft  the  Coma. 


*  Mordens Geography  ref!if]Ccl,V,\22, 
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afcending  dirc&ly  upwards  could  not  be  percc 1 
vcd  by  men  here  below,  but  as  tbe  Star  recede 
from  the  Suns  Diameter,  the  rayes  ifluing  froi 
thence  were  feen,  which  were  adverfe  to  the  Sul! 
though  not  in  exad  Diametrical  oppoficio 
thereto.  Its  appearance  continued  above  thre 
Moneths.  Atfirftin  the  Evening  at  7  b.  bi 
November  14.  it  was  feen  both  in  the  Mooring 
and  in  the  Evening,  until-  December  6.  when  it  a{  1 
peared  in  t  he  Morning  only.  It  was  bigger  the'!5 
a  Star  of  the  firft  magnitude,  only  of  a  darker  c( j 
lour,  and  not  moving  as  the  fixed  Stars,  but  as  thP 
Planets  do.  Atfirft  retrograde  and  flow  in  irj 
progrefs,  afterwards fwiftly  palling  through  A 
ries ,  Pifces,  Capricorn,  Sagittarius,  but  toward* 
the  end  of  its  appearance,  the  motion  was  mor;^ 
remifs,  until  it  became  almoft  ftationary,  it  wdlc 
as  high  as  the  Planet  Mtrcury,  or  Venuj,  viz.  15' 
.y.TMhere  followed  an  epidemical  Difcafe,  whic  ! 
ftrangely  run  through  all  Europe.  Alfo  grea 
Wars  between  the  Emperour  of  Mufcovia,  an  1 
the  Suevims  and  Polanders.  The  States  of  Ho 1 
land  united  in  renouncing  obedience  and  fubjed 
on  to  the  King  of  Spain,  'and  from  thence  the 
bear  the  name  of  the  Vnited  Provinces.  Thf 
Chriftians  in  Cyprus  this  year  rebelling  againft  rh  :J 
Turks,  were  roiftrably  deftroyed:  (t)  So  th; 

■i  ( 

.  1  See  i(icm  of  the  prefent  flate  of  the  Gret, 

Churches,  p.91. 
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,  fourteen  thoufand  Villages  of  CkriftiansVi hich 
[hen  were  in  that  populous  lfland,  there  now  re- 
|r;ain  but  feven  hundrid.- 

A^D.  1585.  AftrangeStar  appeared. (7) 
rom  the  8  th  ot  OBSbtr,  to  the  5  th  oi  November , 
n  the  Sign  of  Pifces,  having  its  motion  direft 
fi  rough  Aries ,  Taurus,  &c.  The  magnitude 
qudto  Jupiter  but  affording  an  obfeure  cloudy 
;ind  of  light  without  any  Coma,  it  was  oblcr* 
►edto  be  as  high  as  Saturn. 

The  next  year  (r)  the  Plague  rag'  d  in  the  lef- 
cr  A fut,  Auftria  and  Hungaria.  Italy  and  the 
ow  Countries  were  affii&ed  with  a  Famine.  In 
he  Countrey  near  Conflantinople,  Armies  of  Lo- 
ufls  devoured  the  fruits  of  the  Earth.  The 
)ueen  of  Scotland  being  in  England  was  tried  for 
ier  life,  condemned  and  beheaded. 

A.D.  1  590,  A  Comet  appeared  from  Tebrua- 
723.ro  Ad  arch  6.  near  Pifcis  Borealis.  The 
daze  very  thin  and  fmall,  and  about  ten  degrees 
n  length.  Itwas  by .Tycho  obierved  to  be  as 
iigh  as  the  Sun. 

As  for  Events,  the  Pope  Sixtus  V.  died,  and 
his  SuccefTour  ZJrbantis  VIE  lived  but  ten  dayes 
ifeer  he  came  to  the  Popedomc,  Gregory  XlVSuc- 
cecded  him,  but  lived  not  a  whole  year,  the  ne*t 
Pope,z/i*,.  Innecentius  IX  lived  but  twTo  Monttbv, 
lo  that  four  Popes  fucccffivtly  died  in  little  more 

3  7"vcoBraheus,  ChriRoph  Rothmannns.  r  Ricciolus. 
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then  a  years  time]  There  was  a  terrible  Earth¬ 
quake  this  year  ia  Moravia  and  Aufiria,  whereby 
many  Houfcs  (  efpecially-in  Fie nna)  were  deftroy- 
cd.  The  next  Summer  there  was  a  fore  Drought! 
A  Shepherd  in  a  place  in  Holland  cardefly  threw 
ingfome  fire  upon  the  grourtj,  by  reafon  of  the 
dry  feafen,  the  ground  took  fire,  and  burnt  lo  that 
the  Heavens  1'eemed  to  flame,  nor  could  the  fire! 
le  extinguifhedj  until  the  Sea  water  was  let  in] 
upon  it.  In  Paris  thirteen  thoufand  ferfons  wereii 
famifl  ed  to  death  this  year. 

A£>  15 96.  July  9.  A  Comet  of  Saturnine'* 
afped:  appeal  ediri  Vrfa  major ,  from  whence  it) 
Baftned  to  Coma  Berenices.  (V)  It  palled  through? 


Cancer,  Lto^  and  Virgo,  and  there  turning  afde, 
jbecame  Stationary.  Reraarkab’e  Events  were  ;oo 
a  drought  ai  d  eaith  quake  in  diters  places.  Then 
Englifij  burnt  the  S panifh  Fleet.  The  Tur\s  inn 
Battle  overcame  the  sfu/trians.  This  year  many  n 
'great  Perfonages  (/)  d  ed  in  England ,  Alfo  ( t )  ;;i 
many  famous  for  Learning  in  other  Countries.)! 
Hr  eland  blazed  with  Tyr  Owens  Rebellion,  non 
could  that  Flame  be  extinguifhed  without  the  ef- : 
fufion  of  much  EncP(h  bleed,  An  exundation  of  li 
the  River  Tyber.  drowned  lyooperfons  in  Rome, 
and  the  City  received  ineFimable  detriment  1 
thereby.  J 


r  Bucholzer,  Nfefliinus  C?  alii,  s  Sr.  Richard  Bakers 
Ctm,p.  2$ 7.  t  Guyenps  H/ft,  P.  75  3, 
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The  Hijloryof  Comets  appearing  In  this  laft  Ccn - 
tury ,  with  the  more  remarkable  occurrences  of  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  which  have  attended  them. 

A  D.  1607.  September  25.  A  Comet  appear- 
£jL  ed  (*)  continuing  about  forty  dayes,  ma¬ 
ting  its  progr els  from  the  foot  of  Vr/a  major, 
hrough  Bootes,  until  it  came  to  the  hand  of  Ophi- 
chns ,  where  it  began  to  alter  its  courfe.  The 
tar  was  not  exa&iy  round,  but  feemed  to  have  a 
woln  face.  It  appeared  bigger  then  any  fixed 
itar.  The  rayes  proceeding  from  it,  were  more 
ondenfe  and  compared  then  ufcih  to  be.  Be- 
aufe  of  its  Septentrional  Latitude ,  it  might  be 
een  both  in  the  evening  and  in  the  morning,  (and 
n  Germany  all  the  night  long)  whence  the  vulgar 
gnorantfy  concluded  that  there  were  two  diftinft 
Comets.  As  for  remarkable  occurrents,  the 
’rince  of  T ranfilvama  was  poyfoned  by  his  Chan- 
ellour.  The  Hayduques  with  the  Turks  made  wo- 
jl  havockin  Hungarian  The  Emperour  was  in 
reat  diftrefs,  by  reafon  that  his  Brother  the 
Lrch- Duke  headed  an  Army,  afpiring  after  the 
mperial  Crown,  and  prevailed  fo  far  that  he  was 


;rius. 


u  K<?pler,  L,onsomontanu$,Gotfr.  Wendelin,Clu- 

deda- 
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declared  the  King  of  HungarU,  after  which  h«, 
pcrfecuted  the  Protcftants  in  Auftna.  The  Dukq 
of  Lorrain  died.  There  were  great  Wars  betweer, 
the  Swnds  and  Danes-  u 

A  D.  1618.  This  year  is  famous  for  Blazing 
Stars,  inafmuch  as  therein  no  lefs  then  four  Co 
wets  were  obferved.  The  fir  ft  appeared  fronrj| 
^Juguft  25.  to  September  25.  about  three  hours  af-jt 
ter  midnight,  cafting  its  blaze  from  the  Eaft  to-.  | 
wards  the  Weft*  Stptemberi.  Kepler  obfervedf] 
it  to  be  a  little  below  the  left  foot  of  Vrfa  major  ^  ^ 
and  declining  towards  the  head  of  Leo ,  its  moci'd 
or  was  retrograde.  Sept.  6.  with  the  naked  cy^j 
no  blaze  could  be  perceived,  but  with  the  7ele/n 
cope  one  might  perceive  it  like  a  thin  Cloud  ;  Sfp?|!t 
23.  it  was  come  to  29.  of  Cancer.  Lat.  Bortal\  \ 
23.  about  iodaycs,  deflecting  from  the  £cliptick)|( 
Southward,  almoft  15  Degrees,  having  a  retro n 
grade  motion.  The  Star  was  hardly  perceivable  ( 
in  Europe  by  reafon  of  its  vicinity  to  the  Sun,  b4 
in  Pcrfia,  and  in  the  Ealilntiti  (though  not  in. 
Europe  )  continuing  from  November  22.  to  De^; 
cember  1 3.  The  fourth  and  iaft  Comet  appear,; 
ing  this  year,  was  that  which  all  the  Eirth  lookec,1, 
upon  with  aftonifhment.  It  was  firft  taken  notice, , 
of  November  24.  and  continued  to  January  24J, 
h.e.  for  the  fpace  of  60  dayes.  There  are  fomij. 
now  living  who  remember  this  blazing  Star.  Bu; 

1  find  a  far  other  kind  of  Defcription  given  of  i;, 
in  the  Books  of  thofc  learned  Mathcmaticiansj 
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»who  were  accurate  and  diligent  obferversof  this 
Prodigy,  then  that  which  is  related  by  thofe  ftill 
i  alive,  that  in  their  youth  might  fee  it.  There  had 
not  the  like  Comet  to  this  appeared  for  the  fpace 
of  1 50  years. 

It  was  feen  firft  in  Libra,  moving  towards  the 
North  with  tome  inclination  WeftwareL  viz. 
through  the  midft  of  Libra  and  Booth]  when 
it  came  there  it  might  be  feen  all  the  night  long. 
The  body  of  the  Comet  was  to  appearance  big¬ 
ger  then  a  Star  of  the  firft  magnitude,  and  would 
lomctimes  feern  to  twinkle.  Wendtline,  Cufattts 
and  others  that  viewed  it  with  a  Tthfcofe,  did  to 
their  admiration  obferve  a  little  Nut  or  Star  in 
the  body  of  this  Comet-  after  that  it  was  broken 
into  three  Stars  like  Coals  of  fire  in  a  flaming 
Oven',  after  that  into  a  multitude  of  little  Stars 
which  could  not  be  numbred  bccaufe  they  would 
lomctimes  fparkle  out,  and  otherwhile  abfeond 
from  the  eye.  The  blaze  was  narrow  near  the 
Star,  but  broad  at  a  diHance  from  it.  At  its  firft 
appearance  it  bended  like  a  Bow,  but  afterwards 
it  appeared  ftraight.  The  Colour  of  the  Blaze 
near  the  Star  was  red  and  fiery,  but  towards  the 
end  of  it  white  and  pale,  very  much  rcfcmbling 
the  Via  Lattea.  December  zi.  the  vifible  Longi¬ 
tude  of  the  blaze  v/ts  22  Degrees,  December  8. 
it  was  58  Degrees,  Decemb.  9.  it  was 75,  Degrees 
in  length.  Longomontanus  faith  that  once  the 
Blaze  was  extcnded-one  hundred  &  four  degrees- 
-  in 
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in  length*,  and  that  as  for  its  diftance  from  rh 
Earth  it  was  four  times  as  high  as  the  Moon,  viz  i 
240  S.T.  Before  it  was  extind  it  had  a  Ids  Pa 
rallax  then  the  Sun,  and  therefore  was  above  ir.f 
The  true  length  of  the  blaze  was  beyond  that  0 
its  diftancc  from  the  Earth  no  lefs  then  445  S.T 
fo  that  a  man  going  forty  miles  every  day  would 
rot  in  an  hundred  years  gofo  far  as  that  blaze  cxl 
tended.  He  might  fooner  go  round  the  whole; 
Earth  feventy  times  over,  then  once  go  over  the 
extent  of  that  formidable  blaze.  Remarkable! 
Events,  attending  thefe  Comets,  were,  the  deaths 
of  the  Emperour  and  Emprefs.  A  drought  all 
that  Whiter  ;  An  Earth-  quake  (  which  hapned  ort( 
the  day  when  the  firft  of  thefe  Comets  appear  ed); 
in  ltalj  removed  a  Mountain  which  fe’l  upon  the 
Town  of  Flours ,  whereby  an  1500.  perfons 
were  crufhed  to  death  in  a  moment.  But  the 
great  and  fatal  conl'equent  of  this  Prodigy,  was,) 
the  Bokemic  and  Germanic  War,  in  which  Rivers 
of  Blood  were  poured  forth.  No  lefs  then  ftxi 
(  fome fry  eight) hundred  thoufand  lives  being] 
cut  off  fry  the  devouring  mouth  of  the  Swora. 
And  the  Prince  Palatine-,  King  of  Bohemia  difpof- 
fefled  of  his  haereditary  Eftacc,  forced  to  By  for.r 
hi^  life,  and  his  Countrey  made  a  defolation.. 
Quickly  after  thefe  Blazing  Scars,  God  lent  thc{ 
Plague  amongft  the  Indians  here  in  New- England , 
which  fweptthem  away  in  fuch  numbers,  as  that) 
the  living  were  not  enough  to  bury  the  dead. This 


Ill 
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jfcar  alfo  in  Grand  Cain  in  gypt  there  died  fix 
anc'red  thoufand  by  the  Pcfiilcnce. 

AD.  1652.  A  Comet  was  fecn  December  io. 
ontinuing  2  1  daves.  its  motion  was  retrograde 
rom  the  South  towards  the  North,  through  the 
the  foot  of  Oriotiy  Taurusy  unto  Perfects* 
:s  diurnal  motion  at  firft  was  11  Degrees  and 
6  Minutes,  but  at  laft  hardly  30  Minutes.  When 
was  neareft  to  the  Earth,  its  diftance  was  1 10 
7*.  the  Parallax  being  31.  m.  15.  fee.  But  a 
ttle  before  its  difappearance  it  was  removed 
2509.  S.T.  the  Parallax  being  but  9  fee.  lb  that 


t  laft  it  was  as  high  as  the  Orb  of  Jupiter.  When 
bferved  with  a  1  clefcope,  the  head  appeared  to 
e  reurid,  (w>)  and  not  lefs  then  the  Moon  when 
t  the  full  \  and  four  or  five  clots  might  be  dif- 
rned  in  the  cometical  body ,  whereof  two  were 
meching  bigger  then  the  reft,  and  many  minute 
ttle  bodies  rdcmbling  Stars,  but  their  light  not 
t  vivid  as  that  of  the  true  Stars  is.  Thefe  clots 
|  the  Cometical  body,  did  very  much  alter  and 
'dipate  every  day.  The  blaze  was  feven  degrees 
to  its  vifible  Longitude, in  form  like  a  Pyramid t 
Pillar  of  a  dusktlh,  frnoaky  kind  of  afpetft. 


’he  true  diameter  of  the  Comet  was  815.  Mill, 
erm.y  lb  that  if  a  Man  fhould  travail  10  German. 
or  400!  our  )  miles  every  day,  he  could  not 
o  round  the  body  of  this  Comet  in  lefs  then 
59  dayes,  of  fo  vaft  a  circumference  was  its 
gnitude.  Manv  undertook  r<3  predict  ftrangc 
w  Keyclius,  VVendeli^us,  things 
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things  from  the  appearance  of  this  Blazing  Star 
Efpecially  a  blind  but  infolent  (  x  )  Buzzard  of  ou, 
dwn  Nation  (  as  learned  Mr.  Gata^er  in  the  Em 
glifb  Annotations  on  Jen.  10,2.  not  undefer  vcdl’)  j 
calls  him  )  foretold  matters  which  never  came  t  ■  { 
pafs,  yet  fevera!  things  very  remarkable  wc  a  M< 
know  attended  this  Comer,  e»g.  Wars  bet  we  cm 
England  and  Holland,  Denmark  Sweden.  Blood’s  o 
Sea  fights, the  Sea  and  the  Waves  therCofroaringi  b 
Strange  alterations  in  England^  for  the  next  yea  ( 
Cromtotl  difiblved  that  which  is  known -by  thH 
name  of  the  Rump- Par liamcnty  and  fet  up  fo«(n 
himfelf.  Alfo  guaktrifme  now  began  to  infel j 
the  World.  The  Pope  and  the  King  of  Bolocmtu 
died  within  a  year  or  two  of  this  Comet.  -hi 
A.D.  1661.  A  Comet  appeared  in  the  mornki 
ing  from  Ftbr.?,.  to  diarch  28.  S.T.  N.  It  wad h 
below  the  Dolphin^  between  the  heads  of  Aqnilk 
and  Equuleus  in  the  1  o.  Grad.  ^  Us  diltance  Irotj  a 
the  Earth  was  at  firft  2000,  and  at ! aft  9000  S.Ton 
fo  that  it  was  higher  then  the  Sun.  Its  motio  > 
direft  from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft.  I  he  Tcldcopi  r 
difeovered  a  Star  to  be  in  the  body  of  the  Comet 
about  which  a  more  thin  and  dilute  matter  might 
bedifeerned.  Feb. 5.  that  Star  was  divided  inti 
fevera!  parts.  Etbr .  6.  it  was  diflipated  int>  ;i 

many  little  Stars,  one  of  which  was  more  deni 
and  fhining  then  the  reft.  Uhe  blaze  was  ot 
feure,  and  about feven  degrees  in  Longituoc,  a< 

4  cordin,; 

x  rk'  will.  Lilly. 
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'Cording  to  Hevchus  (j  )  but  Francifctes  Mill  tit 
(«-)  writcth  that ic  was  fomerimes extended  unto 
20  Degrees  in  Longitude,  of  a  conical  form.  As 
or  Events,  the  Turks  fell  upon  Gtrwanj  (where 
cfpecially  this  (4)  Comet  was  obferved  )  making 
ivoful  havock  there.  That  black  Bartholomews 
day,  which  the  Notsconjormifis  in  England., io 
much  corhplain  of,  hapned  but  half  a  year  after 
this  Comet.  The  Fanatickj  lay,  that  the  like  is 
rot  to  be  paralleld  in  any  Hiflory,  that  five  and 
twenty  hundred  Minifters  .fliould  be  fiicnced  in 
3ncday.  It  is  alio  faid,  that  tbefe  Stars  which 
ycrc  thus  caft  down,  were  fomc  of  them  of  the 
trft  magnitude.  And  thereforea  Comet  might 
rvcll  precede  an  event  fo  remarkable.  But  this 
fnalT  pal's  for  a  Phanaticl^notion,  Not  long  after 
his  Comet,  the  cruel  Yartars  made  incurlions 
nro  Htingaria,  Moravia ,  Siltfta,  hacking  and 
>urning  many  Towers,  and  making  no  Id's  then 
m hundred  and  threefcore  thoulard  Souls  Cap- 
tves,  (r)  whom  they  fold*  to  their  barbarous 
brethren  the  lurks. 

A.D  1664.  A  famous  Comet  was  conlpicuous 
o  the  whole  VV;orld  this  year.  Many  have  pub- 
i fhccl  their  Sentiments  concerning  it.  A  R eve- 
end  and  worthy  Fcrlon  (/>)  amonglt  ourfclvcs 

y  Cometogr.  L.  12.  P.892, C£c.  z  Aftron  L  S.P.582. 
Eilms  DiHfourfe of  the  Conjunction,  An.  1663-  iv.Mer- 

1  ns  Geography,  P.  140.  ^  jsir.  Dar, forth  pallor  of  the 
/lurch  in  fpxfrur;.  J 

(who 
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(  who  is  now  afcended  above  the  Stars )  hath  lefj: 
us  his  obfervations  about  the  motions  of  this  Co 
met  as  by  hirnfelf  taken  notice  of.  But  no  mar 
hath  done  it  with  greater  accuracy  then  Btvelius. 
who  being  finguUrly  advantaged  with  the  befl 
Mathematical  Jnftruments  which  the  World  can  -; 
afford  to  make  difcoverics  of  this  nature.  (  c  j 
Reports  chat  it  was  obferved  by  him  in  Daxtz.ick  f 
Decemb.14.  S.T .N.  About  5  ».  A.M.  in  the  8;° 
Degree  of  L\h**  the  head  of  a  lomewhat  yelIlr 
lowifh  colour,  affording  a  dull  and  dim  light,  ne-1 
ver  fo  vivid  and  fplendid  as  the  true  Stars  or  Pla¬ 
nets  appear  with,  in  the  very  middle  of  which 
one  might  perceive  a  more  clear  fhining  body 
whofe  diameter  about  four  Minutes,  invironec 
with  a  thinner  Body  of  12.  Minutes,  whofe  light 
was  more  dim.  But  when  obferved  with  a  long 
Telefcope.one  might  fee  that  the  Star  in  the  midi! 
of  the  head  of  the  Comet,  did  not  confift  of  one 
clot  only,  but  of  many  particles,  fome  of  which 
were  more  comparand  lucid,  others  more  thin 
and  obfeurc.  As  the  fubtile  matter  obferved  a- 
bout  the  l’mall  particles  like  Nuts  in  the  body  of 
the  Comet,  was  condcnfed,  the  head  grew  bigger,  ‘ 
fo  as  that  December  29.  it  was  obferved  to  com¬ 
prehend  24  Minutes,  and  in  the  mid  ft  of  it  a  mod 
lucid  and  thick  clot,  of  a  fiery  colour,  which  was 
compared  about  with  matter,  home  of  which  was 
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rnorc  rare,  forae  more  denfe,  intermixed  with 
Idler  Nuts  or  3tars.  In  the  beginning  of  Ja- 
wary,  that  thick  and  lucid  Clot  began  to  attenu¬ 
ate,  and  breakaway,  whence  the  head  of  the  Co- 
met  was  d  minified,  that  January  6.  it  feemed  to 
contain  but  8  Minutes ,  January  22.  The  form  of 
the  Comet  was  not  exaftly  round,  but  feemed  to 
be  rough  and  broken,  and  in  fome  places  point-' 
ing  out  more  then  in  other  places.  As  for  the 
true  magnitude  of  the  Comet,  it  was  at  firft  about 
fix  times  as  big  as  the  Earth,  after  it  was  diminifh* 
ed  in  January,  it  was  3gain  augmented  ih  Februa¬ 
ry.  It  did  not  alwayes  keep  the  fame  diftance 
[rom  the  Earth.  The  Parallax  was  $9.  fee.  In 
he  midft  of  its  appearance,  when  the  motion 
vas  moft  fwife  about  4. w.  and  at  lad  but  16.  fecj 
0  that  at  firft  it  was  diftant  from  the  Earth  3500. 
>.T.  in  the  midft  1000.  And  February  4.  I200„ 

’  T.  lowards  the  end  of  December  when  neat*-; 
ft  to  the  Earth,  it  was  twenty  times  as  far  off  as 
oe  Moon,  in  the  middle  ol  January  it  Was  as  high 
s  the  Son,  in  the  beginning  of  February  as  re-’ 
iiote  from  the  Earth,  as  Mars  is.  The  Blaze 
ras  1 4.  Degrees  in  Longitude,  being  towards  the 
xtremity  fpread  abroad,  refemb/ing  a  Peacocks 
■al.  It  appeared  fometimes  longer,  and  fome- 
mesfhorter.  December  2t.it  was  obferved  ta> 
e  22  Degrees  in  length,  and  towards  the  poinc 
f  it,  to  bend  a  little,  the  concavity  towards  the 
orizon,  but  the  next  day  it  was  ftraight  again 
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December  28.  a  fudden  and  great  altiration  wa 
©bferved  in  the  Blaze;  for  it  pointed  not  toward 
the  Weft,  as  before  it  had  done,  but  upwards  ata 
towards  the  North.  From  December  29.  it  be 
gan  to  incline  more  Eaftward.  January  $.  th 
Blaze  pointed  dire&ly  towards  the  Eaft.  It  wa 
©bfet  sable  that  it  feemed  fliil  to  point  toward, 
the  Gemini ;  fo  that  the  Blaze  was  ever  in  oppe 
fttion  to  the  Sun ;  and  we  may  therefore  conclud 
that  it  did  proceed  from  the  beams  thereof,  pier] 
cing  through  the  bod ^  of  the  Comet.  The  Stci 
loft  its  Blaze  in  the  latter  end  of  January  ■,  an: 
yet  recovered  it  again  in  part  in  the  beginning  c- 
Tebruarj.  Its  motion  was  retrograde,  from  C or 
vhj,  through  Hydra ,  the  ShipyCanis  m*jor>  th,. 
Bare,  EridanuJ,  the  head  of  the  wkale  unto  A 
riesi  fo  that  it  palled  through  fix  ftgncs  in  the  Zt 
ciacky  vi**  Libra-)  Virgo,  Leo ,  Cancer ,  Giminy 
; Taurus .  Thus  far  is  Hevelius  his  account  of  thij 
notable  Comet.  Not  long  after  this  another,  n 
Sefs  admirable  did  appear.  It  was  by  the  but  not] 
mentioned  learned  perfon  firft  obferved,ityrt7  ( 
S,T.  N.  about  1  h.  A.M,  in  the  brraft  of  Ptg( 
fus,  viz.  in  14.  21.  of  Pifces ,  and  Lat.  Boreal, 
26.  30.  of  a  clear  and  radiant  afpeft.  In  th 
midftof  the  Comets  head  one  might  with  a  Tt 
lefcovt  difeern  one  Nucleus  or  Star  very  lucid  an, 
fhining  like  Gold,  which  was  cncompafied  wit 
a  more  dilate  matter.  The  Blaze  proceeding 
therefrom  was  almoft  as  thick  as  the  matter  i 

whic 


UK 


■  V 


n 


'Ctneerning  Comti\ )  1 1  / 

which  the  Nucleus  was  contained.  rJ!pril  8.  it 
appeared  very  lucid,  fo  that  one  might  perceive 
the  Comet  at  er  the  other  Stars  difappeared,  the 
Nttcltus  not  much  altered  from  what  it  was  at  firfl 
April  1 6.  the  Comet  feemed  brighter  then  aiy  of 
the  fixed  Stars,  yea  to  outfhine  Saturn  *  then  by 
the  help  of  the  7 eltfcope  one  might  difeern  the 
Nuchas  to  be  more  bright  and  bigger  then  be¬ 
fore.  The  Diameter  of  the  Nucleus  was  !efs 
then  ?upitersj  but  equal  to  Saturns,  whence  ene 
might  conclude  that  the  Comet  was  as  yet  in- 
creafing.  T&ie  Nucleus  (ccmed  to  call  a  notable 
fhadow  on  that  fide  which  was  averfc  to  the  Sun. 
For  the  blaze  feemed  to  be  divided,  the  reafon  of 
;\hich  might  fee  becaule  the  Nucleus  was  fo  com¬ 
pact  andiolid,  that  the  beams  of  the  Sun  could 
not  pafs  through  it,  only  through  the  thin  matted 
which  w  ison  both  fidcs  of  it.  The  matter  on 
;he  fore  part  of  the  Nucleus  as  the  Comer  came 
pcarer  to  the  Sun,  appeared  to  be  more  acumina- 
:cd  and  diminifhed.  The  Parallax  of  this  Co-; 
met  was  at  firit  69  fee.  at  laft  41.  fee.  The  mag^ 
litude  of  the  Nucleus  was  12.  fee.  and  of  the 
whole  hr«d  of  the  Comet  6.  min*  fo  that  when 
neared  to  the  Earth,  it  was  fixty  times  as  high  as 
;hc  Moon,  and  at  lafi  as  high  as  the  Sun.  The 
hldzewas  17.  foractimes  25.  Degrees  as  to  its 
dfiblc  Longitude.  The  motion  of  this  Comet 
*as  direct  according  to  the  order  of  the  figns,  at 
irft  appearing  in  Ptfccs,  and  at  laft  in  Taurus.  It 

con- 
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continued  for  the  fpace  of  fourteen  dayes.1 
As  forremarkable  Events  attending  thefe 
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zing  Stars,  w  cannot  but  remember  what  doleful 
things  quickly  followed.  An  unhappy  War  be-.'^, 
tween  two  froftjjing  Nations,  viz.  the  Enghfh  and ) 
the  Dutch,  whereby  much  Chriftian  and  Prote 
Plant  blood  was  fheJ.  A  terrible  Plague  in  En 
gland  the  like  never  known  there  before  this  time. 
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fo  that  in  London  (  befides  what  was  in  fome  other 
parts  of  the  Nation)  there  died  fomfetimes  a- 
bove  feventeenthouland  in  one  week ;  and  more 
then  an  hundred  thoufand  were  fwept  away  in  a 
years  time  in  that  one  Oty  by  the  befome  of  De- 
itru&ion  which  the  Lord  Pent  among  ft  them.  Ihc 
next  year  the  Papifis  fet  London  on  fire:,  which  ,), 
dreadful  Conflagration  continued  for  fevera!} 
dayes,  until  eighty  feven  Par iflhes  were  confumed  i, 
by  thofe  fatal  fEmes.  Thefmoak  of  that  burn¬ 
ing  caufcd  the  Sun  to  look  as  if  it  were  turned 
into  darKncfs,  and  the  Moon  into  blood.  It  hath, 
been  computed  that  there  were  burnt  within  the 
Wails  of  the  City  twelve  thoufand  houfes,  and 
without  a  thoufand.  *  The  whole  damage  a-,, 
mounting  to  at  Icaft  nine  Millions,  and  nine  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  ft cr ling.  Alfo,  the  mife- 
ties  which  the  EngLifb  inhabiting  the  Caribbte 
]  [lands,  were  not  long  after  thefe  Comets,  expo- 
fed  unto,  not  only  by  the  Sword  of  their  Enemies, 


*  SeeM u  Wordens  Geography,  P,  18. 
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but  by  the  prodigious  Tempers  which  God  lent 
imongft  them,  are  ftill  frefh  in  memory. 

A.D.  i66j.  Fib.  f  5.  A  Comet  was  feen  only 
he  Coma  and  not  the  Star  could  be  by  us  di/cern- 
:d  by  reafon  of  its  being  in  the  fign  Pifees ,  where 
he  Sun  then  was.  Its  Longitude  above  thirty 
Degrees,  T  March  1.  Its  txtresm  point  rea- 
hea  to  that  Star  in  Eridanus  which  is  called  the 
ourtfcnth  by  Bayerus.  March  2.  ic  palled 
hrough  the  15  Star  in  Eridantt /,  and  left  to  the 
louthward  the  14th.  tending  to  theScuthernStar 
diich  prrcedcs  the  Ear  of  Lepus,  fo  that  it  was 
aore  Northerly,  and  more  Eafterly  then  at  firft. 
oth  in  Italp  and  in  Portugal  it  was  obferved  at 
ne  fame  time,  as  with  us  in  New- England.  Alfa 
t  Lions  and  fevera!  other  places  in  France,  and 
et  (which  is  very  ftrange  )  it  was  not  obferved  at 
arts, nor  zrLondon  or  in  any  part  oi  Engl  and. The 
\ondon  Gazette  faith,  that  March  17.  at  Venice 
hey  obferved  a  Comet  to  the  Norrh-Eaft,  the  tail 
!  it  much  longer  then  that  which  appeared  three 
ears  (ince,  but  of  lefs  brightnefs,  and  that  it  was 
en  late  in  the  night. 

As  for  Events;  many  places  were  this  year 
rely  afflifted  with  Earth  quaffs.  In  Afia% 

( re  was  3n  horrendous  Earth  ejrtaly  which  con¬ 
futed  for  80  dayes  together.  The  Cities  of 


T  See  the  Philofbphical  Tranfaftiom  for  An.  1608, 
d.2.  P.633,634. 
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'Begbard\ r Angora,  and  fcveral  orh«  Towns  faft 
fered  much  thereby.  The  City  of  Tocdl  wann 
wholly  levelled  co  the  ground,  folio  (  a  confi  *eacJ 
arable  City )  wa'  deftr-  yed,  a  thou fand  and  cighliK 
hundred  perfons  being  killed  by  their  Houfes  fall T 
ling  upon  them.  T orejneto  (  another  ccnficerablul 
City)  was  overthrown  in  a  moment,  and  aboviili 
fixthoufand  perfons  loft  their  lives, being  busied 
intheruine,  of  the  City.  Alfofrvera!  places  id 
Jsurope  w-re  affr ightcd  with  Earthquakes  thill 
year:  particularly  Conftantimplc,zn&  Adriar.oplhl 
hut  efpecially  Ragu/s  which  w.*s  in  a  great  par 
deftroyed.  Allb  the  Piague  broke  our,  in  ih^7 
chief  City  of  the  European  Tartary  ^  and  iiitl 
•great  foiand)  and  in  P accaro.y  it  raged  in  Douaj\ 
Ghent  and  other  places.  A  fire  in  Mofc&w  de' 
tfroyed  thirty  tboufand  Houies,  and  five  hunf're 


Churches  and  Chapptls  }  a  great  part  of  the  Citici ti 
of  Gottenifourgj  and  Stetin,  were  this  year  alfdh 
tonfumed  by  fire.  In  the  Countrcy  about  Cadti\ 
aherc  was  a  great  Dro  gh t,  fo  as  that  the  Deat  1 
®f  many  of  their  Cattle  was  occafioned  thereby  jti 
Jhe  Turks  made  very  furious  Aftaults  upon  Car, 
dh,  which  was  the  next  year  furrendred  to  then; 
the  King  of  Poland  refigned  his  Crown  into  tk 


bands  of  the  States,  by  whic-h  means  that  Km|it 
dome  was  involved  :n  troubles  and  confufions.  - 
prodigious  Tcmpeft  1  apned  there,  H3i!  ftonese 
an  incredible bignefs  fell  upon  the  Trees,  treal 


1 
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pic  there  concluded  that  this  Hail-ftorm  was  a 
prefoge  of  their  future  fufferings.  Don  Juan 
caufed  great  Troubles  and  Commotions  in  the 
Kingdoms  of  Spain.  There  hapned  a  Popular 
Tumult  in  Sardinia  wherein  the  multitude  inraged 
at  the  Taxes  impoled  on  them, killed  the  Viet-  Roy. 
]n  Africa  Tafletto  made  great  Birrs  fubduing 
the  Kingdcmcs  of  Tr^and  Morocco  to  his  obe¬ 
dience,  fo  chat  by  his  Conquefts,  he  at  iaft  ftyied 
fcimfelf  not  only  the  King  but  the  Emperour  of 
Barb  ary. 

A.D.  1677.  A  Comet  appeared  in  the  fign 
Taurus,  between  the  Bafe  of  the  Triangle,  and 
the  nnformed  Stars  in  the  Cloud  of  Arks .  The 
head  of  it  was  in  a  right  line  with  the  heart  of 
CaJJiepsja  and  the  Alamak,.  (d)  It  feemed  to  be 
about  the  bignefsof  a  Star  of  the  firfi  magni¬ 
tude,  but  of  a  much  fainter  and  duller  Light.  It 
had  a  bright  Star  in  the  middle  of  it,  about  the 
brightnels  of  Saturn,  when  near  the  Horizon, 
and  was  about  25  Seconds  in  Diameter,  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  which  it  was  involved  having  an  hazy  li¬ 
ning,  but  not  fo  clear,  and  bright,  and  deofe  as 
the  Nucleus  in  it  was.  The  length  of  it  was 
about  eight  Degrees, fometimes  longer,  and  fome- 
times  fhorter.  CaJJini  obferved  it  at  Paris ,  April 
18.  *  HwtliidS  at  Dant^icl^,  April  17.  and  it 

d  See  Mr.  Robert  #304*  Remarks  upon  this  Comet.  * 
pbilofoplucal  Tranfaftionsfor  the  year  1^77.  P.  S6S. 
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continued  until  April  28,  12  dayes.  Its  mo: 


•il 


lion  being  dirett,  it  foon  came  to  be  in  conjun&i- k 
on  with  the  Sun  ;  and  then  could  not  be  by 

difcerned. 


us  i)( 


Jt 


As  for  Events  following  this  Comet  5  within  4 
year  a  Town  in  Piedmont  called  Bo  fa  fuddenly 
funk  down  into  the  Earth,  fo  as  that  nothing  of  iff 
it  appeared,  only  two  pcri’ons  in  the  whole  Town  lib 
•that  efcaped  with  their  lives.  But  I  find  that  11 
forae  late  Writers  in  England,  think  that  this  Co-  \/i 
met  was  an  Omen  of  the  late  Horrid  Popifh  Plot,  if 
wherein  it  was  refolved  that  the  Proteftant  Name 
'jfhould  no  more  be  had  in  remembrance,  which  xl 
shcllifii  defign  was  ripe  for  Execution,  had  not  He  jc 


.which  fits  in  the  Heavens  prevented.  It  was  before 
obfervedj  that  Hanrnm  bloody  Confpiracy  to  cue 
eff  the  Lords  People,  was  attended  with  a  Bia¬ 
sing  Star;  And  why  might  not  this  Combination 
of  the  Antichrifiian  party  (which  was  worfe  then 
lhatef  Hamans)  be'fo  too  ?  Now  as  the  Dif- 
covery  of  Ham  an  (  who  was  a  Type  of  Ami - 
Chvift  )  his  wicked  contrivance,  ended  in  the  ut- 
Eer  dcfbuSion  of  himfeff,  and  of  his  Children; 
So  the  Lord  grant  that  the  revealing  of  this  Po- 
ipifh  Plot  may  iflTue  in  the  mine  of  Antiehrift,  and 
of  thofc  that  do  uphold  him  ;  and  let  every  Man  it 
that  fears  God, or  that  hears  any  love  to  his  Name  i? 
and  Truth,  Try,  Amen  !  ;l| 

AD.  1680.  The  motion  of  the  Comet  which 'lift 
spared  this  year,  was  diligently  followed  by  |) 
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the  Ingenious  Mr.  John  Toft  or,  the  late  Printer  in 
Bofton  in  N  eft- England,  And  though  he  be  gone 
(  not  without  a  pubiick  lofs  by  his  death  and  the 
ibrrow  of  many  )  it  being  mentioned  amongft  evil 
Omens,  that  the  cunning  Artificer  fhali  be  taken 
away  )  he  hath  left  behind  him,  fome  of  his  Ob- 
fervations  concerning  this  Comet.  It  was  firft 
here  taken  notice  of  Nov.  14.  at  5.  h.  A.M.  near 
18  Degrees  of  Libra.  1  Gr.  and  30.  mitt.  Lat» 
Auftral.  Nov.  19.  It  was  within  a  Degree  of 
Spica  Vtrginis ,  directing  its  courfc  Northward  a- 
bout  40.  mitt.  Several  Mornings  after  that  were 
cloudy  here  in  Lofton,  and  not  long  after  it  was  in 
conjunction  with  the  Sun,  fo  that  it  was  t'cen  no 
more  in  the  Morning.  It  was  then  conjectured 
that  within  a  few  dayes  it  would  appear  in  the  E- 
vening,  and  fo  it  did  Dec.  10.  when  only  the  Bla*j 
and  not  the  Star  was  to  us  vifible.  Diccmhtr  12. 
Its  Blaze  appeared  very  red  and  fiery’,  extending 
as  far  as  the  breaft  of  the  Swan,  JD tc.  14,  its 
lead  was  firfi  difeerned,  the  Blaze  paffing  to  the 
North-ward  of  Cor  /icjiiil&.  Dec.  1 6  its  appear¬ 
ance  was  very  terrible,  the  Blaze  afeended  above 
60  Degrees  a'moft  to  its  Zenith,  growing  conti¬ 
nually  broader  from  the  head,  and  was  hrightefb 
on  both  ends,  cfpecially  on  the  South  fide*  the 
middle  confiderabiy  darker  then  etcher  of  the 
fides.  fan.  8.  Gave  the  faireft  opportunity  to 
find  its  true  place  and  parallax,  by  its  approach 
toa&xcdStar  of  the  third  Magnitude,  in  the 

right 
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fight  Ctioulder  of  Andromeda.  A l6.h.  f .  ml  it! 

28.  w. d  iftant  flora  that  Star.  At  5  ©.  j*j.  paO: 
6.  its  difl&nce  was  25.  m.  At  10.  £.5.  »;  The 
Comet  pacing  by  the  faid  Star,  left  it  12.0?, 
Southward,  its  vifible  hourly  motion  was  6. 
dtrcCt,  which  if  compared  with  its  daily  motion, 
wefbaHfkicl  it  little  (  if  at  all )  retarded  by  rea-j 
fonof  its  Parallax,  which  is  an  evidence  of  it  si 
diftance  from  the  Earth.  For  if  it  had  noti 
g^en  much  higher  then  the  Moon,  its  tree  motion! 
would  have  far  exceeded  its  vifible.  About  the) 
middle  of  February^  it  vanifhed  out  ©f  ©ur, 


As  for  Remarkable  Events,  attending  this  Bfa-t  j 
■sisg  Scar,  We  that  jive  in  Americ* a  know  but  little,  1 
of  the  great  Motions  in  Eurepet  much  Ids  in  A*  \ 
-jnm  and  Jfia.m til  a  long  time  afterwards.  On-i  i 
|^w$  are  informed  of  fbnne  confklerable  Comm©-,  ! 
tiOftS  the  laft  year,  between  the  Tartars  and  theji 
Gkmfi**  Likewifein  Hungarian  fomc  things  ; 
worthy  of  Remark  have  hapned.  Above  fouri 
hundred  Villages  is  that  Countrey  have  lately 
fee-e©  laid  defolatc  by  Sword  and  Fire.  The  T &rl{3 
tee  an  Array  on  foot  there,  and  it  is  ft  range  ta 
(  only  God  maketh  the  Earth  to  help  the 
Wystan)  that  thofe  Barbarous  Infidels,  should' 
unto  the  Erapcrour  of  Germs*?  •>  that; I 
ibey  will  not  be  at  peace  with  him,  except  he  d©5s, 
reft  ore  unto  the  Qpprc0cd  Prmfiaxu  their  iiber- 
lifiaid  c-fces  which  tee  btea  unfuftly  rakti^ 
....  ~  *-•  from 
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from  them.  The  Pope  has  difpofed  of  the  Ecclcfi5* 
aftical  10 th.  in  the  State  Millan  to  be  imployed  in 
a  war  againft  the  Hungarian  Protcftants.This  Jaft 
Summer  the  Protcftants  (  commonly  called  Re¬ 
bels  )  in  thole  parts  have  had  Wonderful  fuccef- 
fes  againft  the  Popish  Generation.  It  is  pdfible 
this  may  be  a  beginning  ef  Revenges  upon  the  Ene- 
w}.  The  great  expectation,  is,  that  the  next  year 
the  Grand  Siguier  wu)  come  in  perfon  agairft  the 
Emperour,  with  the  moft  formidable  Army  which 
hath  been  known  in  the  World  1  or  thefe  many  a» 
ges.  It  may  be  another  (the  Jail  and  moft  fatal) 
blaft  of  the  fecond  wo  Trumpet, is  nowaboutto 
found.  In  th.?  Summer  after  this  bl»K.ing  Star, 
there  was  an  afflictive  Drought,  not  t  nly  in  Amt* 
nca ,  but  in  Europe.  The  next  (i.f,  the  laft)  win* 
ter,  therewts  a  great  Inundation  in  the  Nether- 
lands  j  many  thoul'ands  periled  in  the  fatal  night 
w  en  thofe  great  Waters  came  nigh  unt  >  them, 
3t  is  laid  that  thole  Provinces  buffered  more  by 
that  Inundation,  then  by  all  the  French  Wars 
which  of  late  have  been  fo  heavy  upon  them.  The 
poor  Proteftantsin  Fiance,  are  blazing  in  a  flame 
of  Perfection.  The  French  KING  in  his  De» 
clatation  newly  come  forth,  boafts  that  he  hath 
caufed  feveral  Millions  of  Protcftants  to  forfake 
their  holy  Profeffion,  and  to  turn  Roman  C atho* 
licks  •  He  alio  and  the  Pope  are  quarcUing  who 
£hall  be  Pope  in  France.  Yea  his  hand  feemsto 
be  againft  every  one,  and  every  mans  againft  him, 

the 
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the  iflue whereof  mud  needs  in  probability  be 
jforne  great  overturnings  and  alteration  of  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  AfT.irs  in  Europe.  And  bcfides 
thefe  particulars  (  which  are  confiderable)  other 
things  have  come  to  pafs  in  Europe  fince  the  Co¬ 
met  Iaft  mentioned,  which  deferveto  have  a  Re¬ 
mark  fet  upon  them.  For  the  Iaft  year  there  was 
a  terrible  conflagration  in  Mofcow  (  it  begun  in  a 
Stable)  whereby  four  thoufand  Houfcs  were 
consumed,  and  turned  into  ruinous  heaps.  And 
this  Iaft  Summer  the  great  City  of  Plefco,  is  made 
defolate  by  fire,  not  above  feventy  Houfes  remain’ 
ing.  Alio  the  Czxr  (  or  Emperour  )  of  Mufco- 
vta  is  lately  dead  j  and  his  Death  hath  occafio  ned 
a  very  great  Commotion  about  a  Succdfour  to 
the  Crown.  Atfirft  his  Brother  was  Proclaimed* 
but  the  City  of  Mofc»  rofeup  in  Arms  about  it, 
and  the  Souldiers  there  have  lately  made  a  difroal 
fhughteramongft  the  Nobility  and  chief  Cirzens, 
depofingthe late Cz>ar*s  Brother,  and  fettingup 
fiis  Uncle  as  Empfrour- in  his  ftead.  For  three 
dayes  together  (  viz..  15, 1 6,  &  1 7  of  Ma)  Iaft  ) 
things  in  that  great  and  imperial  City,  were  in  the 
ftrangeft  Confufion  imaginable-  on  the  feventh 
day  of  JuKt  laft/a  terrible  E artk-quakt  hapned  in 
that  part  cf  the  World,  continuing  for  the  ipace 
of  half  an  hour,  whereby  many  ftately  Fabricks 
were  thrown  down  to  the  ground, and  art  hundred 
lives  deftroyed  by  their  fail  Moreover  this  Salt 
Sumrasr,  Ggdbatb  opened  the  Windows  of  Hea- 
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^en  in  a  very  awful  manner,  To  as  that  the  Floods 
occafioned  by  the  great  Rains,  hare  dcftroyed 
many  Towns  in  Sicily .  Wc  hear  that  Mount 
r^£tna(  which  has  bsen  wont  to  vomit  Fire  )  has 
of  late  caft  out  fuch  an  abundance  of  Water,  as 
hat  the  .Neighbouring  Counrrcy  is  drowned 
hereby.  We  hear  alio,  that  on  the  fixth  day  of 


?***  'aft,  a  raoft  prodigious  Tempcft  hapned  in 
whereb;  the  Town  of  R«rMz.zo,  Franccr. 
ko?<-,and  T crtoricx  became  fubjeft  to  a  fudden  and 
pjnexpeded  ruin.  About  half  an  hour  before  Sun. 
et,  there  hapned  fo  great  a  darknefs,  as  that  no 
objedl  could  be  diftinguifhed  at  the  diftance  of 
'our  paces*,  after  which  there  arofc  an  amazing 
Storm  of  Rain ,  Thunder  and  L;ghtning,  which 
iafted  for  thirty  fix  hours.  About  one  of  the 
clock  in  the  Morning,  great  Torrents  fell  upon 
the  Neighbouring  Mountains,  with  fuch  irrefift- 
ab!e  fury,  as  that  Trees  of  extraordinary  bignefs 
were  carried  away  before  them,  which  coming  a- 
£>ainft  T  or  tonic  a  threw  down  the  Walls  and  Hotr, 
es  thereof,  6co.  of  the- Inhabitants  were  drowned. 
The  Arch-Deacon,  and  many  others  ran  into  the 
Church  of  St.  Nicholas  for  fafety,  but  the  violent 
Waters  overthrew  the  Church,  and  defrayed  all 
the  People  which  hoped  to  find  Sanctuary  therein 
Onthszyof  luxe  lafi;  the  Popes  Palace  of  St. 
Peters  in  Rome,  was  ftricken  with  a  Thunder-bolt, 
the  Fire-ball  pafiing  from  one  Room  to  another, 
^ntilitentrccl  that  where  the. Pope  ufeth  to  give 

Audience 
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Audience^  Faiwtickj  think  that  this  may  be  an 


Omen  that  Heaven  will  pour  down  a  Viol  full  ofj 
yfrath  upon  the  Throne  of  the  Beaft  ere  long. 

A.D.  1682.  It  is  reported  that  in  Germany  a 
Blazing  Star  was  fecn  rfune  17.  in  the  South-weft, 
which  continued  viftble  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour, 
and  was  than  obfeured  by  the  rifing  of  the  Sun. 
If  that  Relation  be  true,  there  have  been  two  Co¬ 
mets  (  or  one  hath  twice  appeared)  this  prefent 
year.  For  it  is  certain  that  there  was  one  vifible 
in  Augufl  laft.  Some  had  a  fight  of  it  Auguft' 

1 5.  for  my  own  part,  I  faw  not  until  Auguft  18. 
3.6.  A.M  when  it  was  in  the  foreclaw  of  Vrfa 
mayor .  I  he  ftresm  about  10.  Degrees  in  Longi¬ 

tude  ^  the  Star  bigger  then  that  which  appeared 
about  2  years  ago.  It  was  then  perceived  by! 
us  in  N*E.  only  in  the  morning,  wbenas  1  am  in¬ 
formed  by  Letters  from  Lemon,  that  they  faw  it  1 
in  the  Evening  the  fame  night  when  we  beheld  it! ! 
in  the  morning  only.  By  reafon  of  its  feptend  1 
iriona!  Latitude,  t»s  paft  doubt  that  in  the  more 
Nor  hern  Climates  it  wasfeen  both  in  the  morning 
and  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  yea  all  the' ( 
nightlong,  as  hath  been  noted  concerning  the  Co-| ' 
mccs appeared  Annis  143  r,  1470,  1513,  1607. 
Augnft  2  ?c  it  was  by  us  in  New  England  feen  in1 ! 
the  Evening  only,  having  removed  from  the  place; ( 
wc  firftfaw  it  in,  about  39  Degrees,  ancl  was 
come  near  Coma  Berenices 3  not  confidcrably 
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parallel  with  the  Ecliptick.  That  it  pafTci 
through  Coma  Berenices,  and  through  the  fes*  of 
Booses,  Align (l  31.  Its  Latitude  was  dimmifhed 
from  24.  to  1 6.  Gr .  It  was  come  between  the 
fret  of  Boosts ,  about  75.  Degrees  from  the  place 
we  firft  faw  it  in.  I  had  not  an  opportunity  to 
view  it  with  a  T  eUfcope  above  once  (and  that  was 
Sept.  1 2.  )  through  which  it  appeared  to  be  a  very 
dim  and  hazy  kind  of  body.  It  was  then  about 
the  foot  cf  Virgo,  where  it  difapgcared  in  the 
Moneth  of  September. 

There  is  an  AnonymousAftroIoger  in  London 
(fome  of  whefe  Notions  arc  taken  out  of  GmbH* 
r«jBookof  Comets,  Printed  Anno  1665. )  that 
has  publifhed  his  Sentiments  upon  this  Comet  * 
prcfumptuouOy  determining  not  only  what  the 
Events  are  which  fhali  attend  this,  with  the  for¬ 
mer  Blazing  Stars,  but  the  places,  yea  and  perfons 
concerned  therein.  No  man  of  wifdomc  and 

judgement  can  reiifh  the  boldnefs  of  fuch  a  Pro- 
phetaftor  ^  EfpcciaHy  confidenng  that  he  does 
prteiitt  things  that  are  contrary  to  the  Scriptures 
of  Truth.  He  propbcfies  of  the  Turks  Con- 
verfion,  and  confequently  Salvation ;  when  as  the 
fur e  Word  of  Prophefie  unto  which  we  fhali  do 
well  to  give  heed,  informs  us  that  the  Turk  fhatl 
come  to  his  end,  and  there  (halJ  be  none  to  help 
him,  Numb. 24.24.  DzfM.iT-.45.  Rev. 9.)  5.  The 
vain  Aftrologcr  likewife  afHriqs,  that  Rome  (hall 
k*  by  the  Tmkfr  power,  when  as  the 

holy 
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holy  Scriptures  adore  us,  that  it  {hall  be  done  bsj 
fomeof  thole  horns  which  have  given  their  po|| 
wer  to  (  the  Pope  )  Antichrift ,  which  the  Turk\\ 
never  did,  Rev.  17,  id.  If  men  did  with  under)  | 
ftanding  read  the  Scriptures  more,  they  woulc| 
mind  Judicial  Afirologers  lei's.  This  notwithftandj 
ieg  I  find  that  judicious  Writers  are  of  Opinion  j 
that  fuch  a  Saturnine  Comet  as  this  was,  hath  ^ 


lit 


natural  influence  into,  at  d  there>ore  does  poitcndjj 


a  cold  and  tedious  Winter,  much  Snow,  and  con^j 
fequently  great  bloods *  Malignant  and  Epidemic 
calDifeafes  *  in fpecial  the  Plague;  concerningsj 
which  Deus  aver  tat  Omen  1  Some  things  worthy)) 
of  Remark,  have  already  hapnedia  Europe,  be*If 
ing  contemporary  with  this  BUzing  Star,  I  un-;* 
derftand  by  Letters,  that  Vines  and  Corn  are  very 
much  damnified, in  fevcral  Countries  by  the  great 

Rains  which  have  fallen  the  latter  end  of  this  laft 

Summer.  We  are  alfo  afeertained,  that  about 
the  middle  of  September  iaft  (  the  Comet  bcindj 
hardly  out  of  fight )  there  was  a  very  prodigious 
Tempeftin  Italy.  Not  far  from  Florence  there 
hapnedmoft  terrible  Thunder  and  Hail  mingled 
wthFire*  the  Hail  ftones  were  many  of  them 
three, feme  of  them  five  pound  in  weight*  the 
like  was  never  known  in  thofe  parts*  ihe  wildj 
Beads  and  Birds  were  killed  thereby.  For  thef 
fpace  of  eight  Miles  in  length, and  two  in  breadth.^ 
It  fwept  away  all  the  Branches  from  the  greatefb. 
Trees,  as  (jakes,  Chefhuts,  &c.  It  deftrojed  ell,' 
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tile  Autumn  Harrell  that  was  on  the  Grounded 
left  not  a  Vine  (tending.  It  carried  away  the 
roofs  of  Houfes ;  inafmuch  as  perfons  were  kil¬ 
led  in  their  beds.  A  Church  was  beat  down  to 
the  ground,  and  the  Bells  carried  a  quarter  of  a 
tnilc.  Since  this  Difeourfe  was  written  and  fens 
to  the  PrcfTc,  we  have  the  fad  Tidings  of  another 
difraal  Fire,  which  hapned  in  London  this  Winter* *' 
viz.  on  the  i9t£.  day  of  November  laft  :  It  is  reJ4 
ported  that  a  thotefand  Houfes  were  confumed  iri 
thofe  unhappy  Flames.  What  further  Events  (hill 
attend  this  Blazing  Star  which  our  eyes  have  fc» 
lately  beheld,  is  known  unto  him,  who  ruleth  in 
the  Army  of  Ntave*  8  and  doth  what  he  wiU  among fc 
It  he  Children  of  Men. 


CHAP.  X. 

•  %  /  .  v  t  ,  '  „  ' '  -  • 

Iff  hat  Blazing  Stars  art  commonly  fgnsof  evil  JS'-T 
vents9  therefore  not  to  he  flighted  5  nor  this  lajfr, 
Blazing  Star  which  is  attended  with  fuch  rare 
Conjunctions  of  the  Planet:.  Judicial  AftroUj 
gerj  condemned,  The  Conch fion* 

T7Rora  the  things  which  have  been  e*prcfled^ 
I?  We  may  rationally  conclude,  that  all  the  wife 
Men  who  lived  in  all  former  Ages  were  not  alto¬ 
gether  miftaken,  when  they  believed  that  Comets 
m  forerunners  of  Jome  great  and  coEfconly  mi« 
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1  erable  Events  battening  upon  the  World.  Judi¬ 
cious  Zanchy  (as  well  as  Mtde')  conceives  that 
by  the  Pillars  of  Smoke  ( poken  of  in  the  Prophce 
foel?  as  portentous  of  the  amazing  and  terrible 
things  which  were  coming  upon  the  fewifh  Nation 
Blazing  Stars  are  meant,  he  faith  that  when  he 
lived  at  Sivaflur^e,  there  was  a  Comet  feen  \  after, 
which  the  death  of  fome  great  Perlonagcs,  and 
civil  Wars  in  France  enfued ;  and  addeth  (V)  t 
if  we  read  and  obferve  Hiftories,  wc  fhaii  hoc 
that  thus  it  hath  been  ever  fince  the  World  b  - 
gun,  that  Comets  have  never  appeared,  but  £bo> 
after,  mifcrable  Wars,  mortal  Difeal'es,  &c ,  have 
followed.  So  thatthey  aio  piCftchers  of  divine 
wrath,  and  the  confluences  of  them  prove  fata! 
unto  fome  or  other,  in  which  refpeft  all  ought  to 
vtfalk  with  an  holy  fear  of  the  infinite  Majcfty, 
-vho  doth  whatsoever  he  plcafsthin  Heaven  and 
Earth,  in  the  Sea,  and  in  all  deep  places,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  caufeth  foch  tokens  to  appear  in  the 
Heavens  when  it  feemeth  good  unto  him.  And 
whereas,  Droughts,  Caterpillars  y  Tewpefts,  Inun- 
Nations.,  SiektuJfej,  arc  frequently  known  to  fol¬ 
low  upon  the  appearance  of  fuch  Pkanomcna’s,  I 
fee  no  fufficient  reafon  why  wc  fhould  not  fuppofc 
them  to  be  not  only  fignal  but  caufal  thereof-,  and  5 
perhaps, of  Earth- quake s(h)  alfo.  It  is  undubi-; 

a  De  operlbws  Dei,  L.3.G.2.  h  N®n  ctofuerunt  qui  ex 
cofli  ofe%yatione  terra:-  mottijn  prgdiccjent,  Philo- 
'  -  ' J "  ~  table 
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(ble  that  the  true  Planets  and  fixed  Stars  have  a 
tnral  influence  into  fuch  things,  though  the 
lanner  of  their  operation  is  by  us  filly  Mortals 
ndcclarable.  Gen.  j.  14. Dent.  33.13,14. 

.20.  lob  =8.3  1,32,3  3.  And  therefore  iris  noe 
npoffible  but  that  Comets  may  have  the  like  na¬ 
ira!  influence,  especially  when  they  are  near  to 
le  Sun,  and  that  therefore  the  Blaze  proceeding 
om  them  rcachcth  the  Earth,  though  by  us  un=\ 
ifeernabie.  1  he  light  which  the  Moon  recei- 
th  from  the  Sun  hath  a  pbyfical  and  wonderful 
fluencc  upon  the  Earth,  fo  may  the  Beams  which 
aze  through  a  Cometical  body  have  likewifeJ 
s  to  their  natural  operation,  they  may  havedif-; 
rent  efTefls,  caufing  Droughts  in  one  place,  in-J 
ndations  in  another,  Earih  quakes  in  another,' 
c.  according  to  the  occult  qualities  which  are 
thefubjettsof  their  influence.  And  whereas/ 
ars,  Commotions,? executions  Here/ies,  the  Death 
Princes ,  Changes,  and  over  turnings  in  the  World 

>  ufually  happen  after  the  appcara«ce  of  fuch 
:ars,  they  feem  to  be  only  ft^nat  and  not  caufal 

fuch  eve  ms.  ”1  he  rcafons  alledged  by  foroe  to> 
ove  that  Comets  have  a  phvfical  influence  into 
cH  cffc&s  are  not  fclid.  I  fhoufd  therefore  ra- 
^crcondude^  that  they  arc  figns  of  fuch  things 

>  follow  only  in  refpeft  of  their  Vniverfal  and 
yen  natural  caufc,  God  having  ordained  them  fot? 
sat  end,  that  fo  the  Inhabitants  ©f  the  World/ 
hen  they  bcholdjfefh  fearful  fights  might  there- 
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by  be  awakened  unto  r'epc  nta  nee.  I  know  fom 
Learned  Men  do  notaffent  unto  this  conclufior  ;i 
Sc  align  laughs  at  their  conceit  who  (c  )  fuppoffjt 
that  Comets  threaten  Kings  and  Kng4ome«3C 
JZudriiius(d)  hath  publifhed  a  Tra&ate,  who% 
defign  is  to  prove  the  contrary.  And  the  trutlli 
is,  that  the  Arguments  infilled  on  by  the  Admit 
rers  of  Arifictle  arc  frivolous ;  And  when  thejlil 
fpeak  of  Comets  falling  upon  the  Earth,  and  fdtl 
infecting  the  Air, and  tell  us  thatfometimesstoneijl 
of  a  Sulphurous  nature  havefallcn  down  out  o|i 
them,  their  phanfies  arc  ridiculous.  But  it  doth 
not  follow  that  a  principle  is  not  true*  becaufe<  in 
bath  been  weakly  maintained  by  f0me  that  havcili 
undertaken  its  Patronage.  The  weightieft  obi 
jeftion  againil  the  inference  which  we  adhere  unii 
So,  is.  That  there  have  been  fomc  happy  Comets*! 
and  that  the  evils  pretended  to  follow  after  thera,^ 
f&vc  fometimes  hapned  when  no  Comet  ha»h  ap-u 
peared.  Tacitus  calls  that  an  happy  Blazing! 
Star  which  was  fecn  before  Nero**  Death,  bccaufej 
atfignified  thedowhfal  of  one  that  had  a  maligi 
Slant  influence  upon  the  whole  Earth ;  Others] 
snention  the  Comets  that  were  oblerved  before.; 
fvickliffy  Hufst  and  Luther  began  to  publifh  thet 
Gorpd,as  happy  Omens  that  the  light  of  truths 
fhould  he  difperfed  in  the  World.  But  truly*! 
£he  number  of  inflanccs  on  this  hand,  is  fo  final! 
and  inconfi  ferable,  that  it  cannot  invalidate  tbeirf 
c  De  fubtilitate  exercit.  79.  ~  d  Referent® 

Kectyww  in  Syft.  ghjrf, 1 §,  p.  742.  "  ' 
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lAfferticn,  who  affirm  that  Blaming  Stays  are  mo  {I 

I  ccmmonlj  portentous  of  evil  £  vents*  And  if  wc 
ifhould  iayasf'omc  do  that  the  appearance  of  s 
aComet  is  like  the  coming  of  a  New  Ruler  to  the 
IpcopiC,  (e)  Either  a  great  good  or  a,  great  evil , 
Ithcrc  is  room  left  to  fear  the  worft.  Moreover, 
ijas  there  arc  contrary  Interefls  in  the  World,  fo 
Ithat  may  be  happy  for  one,  that  wiii  be  woful  for 

the  other.  And  although  fuch  evil  Events  as 
thofeinthe  preceding  Chapters  related,  have 
[ometiraeshapned  without  any  blaiing  ftar  immc<j 
diatcly  forerunning,  that  doth  not  prove,  that 
when  fuch  figns  do  appear  in  heaven,  they  arc  not 
fignal  of  naileries  not  far  off.  tf'ars  &  commotions 
have  hapned  though  Armies  have  rot  been 
feen  fighting  in  the  Air.  Will  any  rasn  there¬ 
fore  fay,  that  fuch  apparitions  arc  not  to  be  ?c«j 
counted  ominous  or  fignificative  that  evils  of  that 
nature  are  like  to  cnfuc  ?  However,  it  is  certain¬ 
ly  much  better  for  men  to  fear  and  prepare  for 
c  the  worft,thcn  that  Judgement  fliould  overwhelm 

II  ehem  in  their  fin  and  fecurity.  A  Jefuit  ccnfef- 
5  feth,  (/)  that  when  Johannes  dt  Capijlrano  upon 
e  ehe  appearance  of  a  Comet.  A.0.  146s?,  dccla- 
c  red  in  his  publick  Sermons,  that  except  the  world 
i  did  reform  their  lives  and  w-iyes,  they  might  juft- 
t  lycxpcft  that  great  Calamities  were  at  hand,  it 
1  was  both  pioufly  and  prudently  done  of  him.  It 

is  dangerous  for  men  to  jeft:  with  fuch  awful  works 
1  of  God.  They  that  do  fo  arc  guilty  of  worfe 
i  e  v-  %ect$rmm  In  eodetn  libro  P. 732.  / Ricc'wlus  V- u* 

ft  3  theft 
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then  barbarous  prophanefs :  and  fuch  pcrfoi ni 
(  be  they  high  or  low )  feldomc  long  efcape 
Vengeance  of  Heaven.  Some  have  obfervei 
that  (0  when  V tricks  flighted  a  great  J Eclipfe  ( 
the  Moon,  it  proved  a  fatal  Eclipfe  to  him,  anil 
to  thofe  that  he  was  concerned  in.  And  Vtfpaftan  i  j 
Example  fhould  teach  men  robe  careful  how  the!) 
defpife  fuch  Works  of  God.  Lege  Hi  ft  Brian*  ri 
fks  Hiflcrti*  The  merciful  and  righteous  Go 
tifeth  to  difehar ge  his  Warning  pieces  before  hi 
Murdering  pieces  go  off.  Thrice  happy  the 
who  take  the  Warning.  I  know  not  but  that  tb 
f>offeffed  man  might  fptak  Truth,  who  affirmed 
she  beft  Verle  in  Virgil  to  be  that,  \  j 


*  .  .  I  7  J  '  ' 

riDifsite  jttjUtim  moniti  &  nmawm  Numtu 
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And  as  for  this  Jaft  Blazing  Star,  which  is  gs 
serliy  disregarded  atnocgft  Men  in  the  World,  i 
feemeth  to  be  the  more  Ominous,  in  that  lorn 
frarc  ConjpinUipnsof  tbeSuptristtr  Planets  happci 
this  year  slfo;  Ottaben o.  There  was  a  Cor 
junction  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  in  Leo,  there  hs 
ving  been  in  the  preceding  Moneth  of  September 
ffrft  a  Conjunction  of  Jupiter  and  Mars ,  and  the 
of  Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame  fign.  An* 
(which  is  notable  beeaufe  unufual)  thefe  tW 
fuperiour  Planets  make  two  Conjunctions  mcr 


g  SJjld.  Theologies  Naturalis  pars  2,  p. 
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in  tbc  fame  fign,  the  one  in  the  next  Moneth,  viz. 
on  the  thirtieth  of  January,  in  the  18.  Degree  of 
Lto\  the  other  the  fi*th  of  « SHay,  next'  in  the 
fixteenth  Degree  of  the  fame  fign.  As  for  thofe 
great  Conjunftions  of  all  the  Planets  which  hap¬ 
pen  but:  once  in  794.  years,  there  have  been  but 
fcven  of  them  fince  the  World  begun.  The  fc- 
cond  of  which  was  attended  with  Noatfs  Flood. 
The  third  with  the  overthrow  of  ‘Rharack,  when 
the  Children  of  Jfratl  were  brought  oat  of  the 
Laod  of  *s£gypt.  The  fourth  with  the  -Captivi¬ 
ty  of  the  Ten  Tribes.  The  fifth  with  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Chriftian,  ami  the  Dcftru&ion  of  the 
Jervifb  World.  The  fixth  with  fhe  divifion  of  the 
Empire  in  the  dayes  of  Carols  Magntfi.  .  The 
Laft  was  79.  years  ago.  A  Learned  and  Judicious 
Author  (h)  faith  of  it,  that  as  the  foundation  of 
Rome  was  laid  at  the  fame  time  when  the  Children 
of  Ifrasl  were  carried  into  Captivity  by  the  Af- 
fyians  under  the  fourth  of  thefc  Co'njW&ioriS, 
fothefeventh  ere  the  confequerus  or  concomi¬ 
tants  of  it  be  over,  will  be  attended  with  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  lews,  and  the  utter  ruin  of  Rome, 
which  he  thinks  will  come  to  pafs  in  the  year 
1694.  About  which  time  fome  others  ccnjeftufe 
that  great  things  will  be  accomplished  in'the 
World.  Mr.  Brigktman  on  Rev.  9.  1  $.  .canclu- 
deth  that  the  prclent  Tu?k}jb  P+fttr  (hail  npt  be. 

h  \'Rdiusia  C'nromt.  Cap.  43. 
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continued  beyond  the  year  i  6q6]  Dr;  Meo* 
foppofetb  that  the  time  allotted  lor  the  Rcien  of 
■jitttickrift  will  expire  about  the  year  i692f  Bn 
\Mouhn\  judgement  was  that  the  Pope  fhali  nog 
be  able  to  make  War  with  the  Saints,  i o  as  to 
overcome  them  any  more,  after  the  year,  1689,’ 
Others  conceive  that  Amm  1688.  will 
be  a  year  of  wonders,  which  brings  to  mind  the 
iVcrfcs  published  by  Megiotnontams  above  two 


hundred  years  ago. 


**> 


Otluagefucus  0£t  avyj  t&irayillt  annus 
Hrm*  ff'eam  T rijlia  fata  tram. 


Whether  any  of  thefe  have  guefled  right,  he 
auat  lives  thirteen  years  hence.,  will  be  better  able 
eo  fay ;  I  am  apt  to believe  that  ere  this  Century 
be  *' ?  piled  a  there  will  be  very  great  Revolutions 
an  the  Wotid.  But  belides  thefe  general  cncss 
ahercare  particular  Conjun&ior.s  of  the  two  Su- 
periour  Planets,  which  meet  together  once  in 
((about)  20  years,and  tife  to  continue  in  their  con- 
lun^ion,  until  JHarj  come  and  joyn  with  them  • 
mi  then  it  is  admirable  to  behold  three  great 
Stars  fhini^g  in  the  fame  Hga  iin  the  Heavens,  with¬ 
out  at  ion9  *  and  thefe  fome  call  great 

CO  %ft*  tending  gr  tat  E  stint  j  i  a 


f  v  f  pit-  Aflron.  L,  6  P,  S  54.  (1)  Corounflio 

<*.  jQvisvocatur  conjunwiio  tnagna  qmg  res  uiaanas 
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she  World}  And  fuch  a  conjun&ion  there  bps 
will  fee  within  this  twelve  moncths,  befidcs  fcvc-' 
ral  others,  in  the  fame  year  and  in  the  fame  Sign 
in  the  Heavens  (  as  but  now  was  noted  )  which  is 
admirable  to  confidcr  §,fome  fay  the  like  hath  not 
been  thcfe  two  tftoufand  years.  And  it  being  in 
one  of  the  figns  in  the  fiery  T rigon,  there  are  who 
conclude  that  great  Deflations  by  burning  ^rc 
at  hand.  I  find  that  fome  weighty  Writers  con¬ 
ceive  that  fuch  rare  Conjunftions  are  portentous 
not  only  of  great  Revolutions  and  Changes,  but 
alfo  of  new  and  unheard  of  Difcafcs  amongft 
Mortals.  The  jadicioufly  learned  Hofpinian  (k) 
fecrasto  incline  unto  this  Opinion.  It  cannot  be 
denied,  but  that  the  Planets  have  a  great  influence 
upon  the  Earth  as  to  things  which  according  to 
the  courle  of  nature  arc  produced;  The  five 
icjfer  Planets  are  in  the  Scripture,  by  way  of  emi-; 
r.cncy  termed  (/)  Stars  of  light ,  and  ar*  con  jung¬ 
ly  mentioned  with  the  Sun  and  Moon, as  affording 
light,  and  being  influential  to  the  Earth  beyond 
what  may  be  affirmed  of  other  Stars,  Pfal.14%.5 
therefore  to  obferve  the  Motion  of  the  Cceleftial 
bodies,  and  what  effe&s  they  do  produce  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ordinary  courfc  of  nature,  which  the 
divine  providence  hath  ftated,  is  lawful  and  good. 
Turnkeuferus  reports  (how  he  kpew  it  to  be  fo,  I 

4  De  origine  Feflorum  Chriflianprum,  ?„2$.  I  $)tb« 
per  in  ffdijn  8.  ver  4, 
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«ann©£  Sell)  ( m )  that  the  Holy  fcatriftk  Abra¬ 
ham ,  by  occafion  of  the  Comet  which  appeared 
A.M.  2®i 8.  was  induced  to  ftudy  Aftronomy, 
that  fo  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
nature  and  meaning  of  Xuch  works  of  God.  AH 
tbisnotwithftanding  the  curiofityand  prtfumpti- 
on  of  Judicial  Afi  rehgsrs,  is  not  to  be  juftified, 
who  undertake  peremptorily  to  Prognofticate, 
what  the  particular  things  are,  (  yea,  and  the  pla¬ 
ces  and  perfo  ns  concerned  in  them)  that  fhall 
come  to  pafs  alter  fnch  Configurations  and  Plane¬ 
tary  AffeBs.  I  have  read  of  a  Mabomedan  A- 
firologtr  who  did  pratdi<8t  a  great  inundation  to 
be  in  Sjriay  AdD»  iopy.  bccaufe  of  a  Conjun¬ 
ction  of  all  the  Planets  (except  Saturn)  in  the 
watery  fign  ®f  Pifces ,  ( like  as  it  was  before  2\fr- 
ab's  Flood)  which  fellout  tobe  true.  But  fuch 
AflroUgtrs  have  at  other  times  come  off  with 
fhamc  by  their  bold  and  ralh  predi&iofls,  as  Cal - 
vijius,  and  Wtndtlinus  have  more  then  once  noted 
c.g,  A.D.  1 186.  becaafe  ®f  rare  Conjunctions  of 
all  the  Planets  then  hapning ;  the  Ajlrologers  of 
thofc  dayes  declared  that  there  would  follow  hor¬ 
rendous  Tempcfts  ©f  Wind,  and  after  that  X 
know  not. what  miracles,  nothing  of  which  came 
topafs.  Again,  A.D.  1322..  Byreafonof  a  no¬ 
table  Conj  unffion  of  the  Planets  in  Libra ,  one 
fokn  David  (a  great  Aftrolcger  at  T oUae  in  Spain) 
and  raany?others  with  him,  lent  forth  his  Procia- 

**i  Referents  Xcclgmmo  in  Syftem,  phyfic.  X5. 762. 
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rfation?  abroad  into  the  VVorld,  declaring  that 
that  Conjun&ion  of  the  Planets  would  be  atten¬ 
ded  with  Famine,  Earth-quakes,  and  fuch  a  Storm 
of  Wind, a»  that  there  would  be  no  living  above 
Ground,  affirming  that  all  the  Philosophers  and 
Aftrologersin  Spain,  Arabia,  and  in  Grtece  were 
of  the  fame  Opinion.  But  when  thefe  things 
fhould  be  accompliffled,  not  a  word  of  them i  pro¬ 
ved  true.  Another  on  the  like  ground,  declared 
that  the  j^'orld  would  end,  Anno*  1464.  Another 
from  the  like  Planetary  Conjurations,  prophened 
tlm  Anno.  1524.  a  General  Deluge  would  over¬ 
whelm  the  Earth;  which  many-  injudicious  people 
giving  credit  unto,  got  either  into  Ships  or  unto 
high  Towers,  left  haply  the  AfhcU'gtrs  flood 
fiiould  drown  them.  T  But  the  event  proved 
thefe  predictions  to  be  falfe  and  foolifb. 

Thus  God  delights  to  baffle  Judicial  Afiro/o - 
jrers,  when  they  will  prefurae  to  know  the  times 
and  the  feafons,  which  he  hath  kept  in  his  own 
power.  It  was  the  faying  of  a  wife  King  in  Po - 
land,  that  to  be  able  certainly  to  predict  future 
Events  is  Gods  Prerogative :  *  And  a  wifer 

then  he,  yea,  the  wile  ft  amongft  the  fmful  Sons  of 
Men  hath  faid,  A  Man  cannot  tell  what  {hall  be, 

t  ‘  * 

4  v.  Wendelin.  Cont.  Phyf  Se&.2.  V. 249.  *  Opinio 

practeritor.urnbominicertaeflepotelt ;  futurorum  pein?.- 

taram  nonadmodum  poteft,.quamvis  Deo  tempo  ra  omniat 
prefentia  funt,  Dialed,  Lib.2.  Cap.3. 

and 


fsi4^  ^  Xtifemrft 

and  wbat  (hall  be  after  him,  vt>ko  'cm  teU  ?  gee?  ' 
I20.14.  Notable  changes  have  bapned  in  our 
daye.5,  which  the  Monthly  Progmflicators  could 
tell  us  nothing  of,  before  that  God  tvho  rules  in 
the  Kingdomes  of  Men  brought  them  to  oafs 
fikc  Star  ga&rs  in  old  Babylon,  who  by  looking 
upon  the  Heavens,  and  obferving  the  Courfes  and 
Conjun&ions  ©f  the  Stars  there,  would  undertake 
to  tell  the  fates  and  fortunes  of  Kiogdomcs,  all 
the  Judicial  Aftrolegtrs  and  wizards  there,  could 
not  by  all  their  skill  in  the  Stars  read  their  own 
and  the  Nations  rain,  until  the  day  that  it  came 
upon  them,  7/4^47. 15, 14.  Therefore  it  is  not 
good  pofitively  to  deterroiae  what  the  particular 
miferies  or  mutations  arc,  nor  the  perfons  or  pla¬ 
ces  that  ffoall  undoubtedly  perceive  the  effefts 
thereof,  when  rare  Con  jun&ions  of  the  Planetary 
Bodies  happen,  or  when  Blazing  Stars  appear.  • 
Only  that  at  lcaft  fome  of  thofe  Evils  which  have 

been  wont  to  attend  the  like  appearances,  arc  at 
the  door,  we  may  rationally  conjefturc  and  con¬ 
clude. 

8  {ball  therefore  finifh  ibis  Dlfcourfe ,  with  the 
appofitc  and  celebrated  Expreffions  of  that  Fa¬ 
mous  Pest  (  n  J  who  Speaking  of  Comas. 
faith,  ’  .  ! 1 


f  Pwtasus  qui  null!  fui  ftculi  poetse  ceiSf ,  Vicente  Bn  *  ! 
ni\  giblipEhecSc  '  ‘ 


i Csncernln g  Ccmtsl  54^ 

JSi  etlarti  belli,  motas ,  ftraque  arm  a  minaniur 
Magnornm  &  Glades  populornm,  &  (filter  a  Reg»nt] 
ZJt  cum,  feu  C asli  occafum ,  feu  foils  ad  ortttm 
Extulerint  caput  infalix,  &  crint  min  act 
Horrtndum  Utt  implcrint  terroribus  %  rks3  &C5 

To  the  fame  purpofc  another  in  Englifb 

fpeaketh  thus,  (0)  9  silveftcr  in 

hisTranflati- 
onof  Dub xr+ 
tas,  P.14. 

There,  with  tong  Bloody  Hair,  a  Blazing  Star 
Threatens  the  World  with  Farain, plague  &  Wars 
To  Princes  death  •  to  Kingdomes  many  croflcs  s. 
To  all  Eftatcs,  inevitable  Ioffes : 

To  Herdsmen  Rot^  to  Plow  men  haplcfs  Seafonss 
To  Saylors,  Storms :  to  Cities  civil  Trcafoas, 

Soli  T>eo  (florid. 


errata; 

f  •  4.1.  Hit.  r.  Element,  p.  19.1,16.  ffarGaffufi.  p.^i 
1. 1 1,  for  the  r.  this.  p.  «;<5. 1.5.  r. MsrteS.  P.69  U19,  foe 
tneir,  r.  the.  P.  94. 1.23.  for  wbatfoever  r.  whofoevtr*. 
p.loi.l.13,  forfecondcd,r.  facceeded.  p.  102. 1.  23,  r. 
J9-m.12.fec-  P.108.1. 17.  fhould  be  read  thus,  23.<?r* 

41  min.  The  fecond  Comet  this  year 

f he  tenth,  c?r, siting,  - 


3.  Wl&tk, 
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